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LISTEN 

DISCOVER 

CONNECT 



step to their music... 



iline music exclusive. 



BlackPlanet.com and Vibe have partnered up for an online music 
Each month we'll be showcasing our top artist right here in Vibe 





This Month's Featured Artist: Sonny Rivera 

Member Since: October 12, 2006 
Hails From: Elmont, NY 

Genre: Contemporary Gospel, R&B, Urban Alternative 
http://music.blackplanet.com/sonnyrivera/ 



Or have them bounce to yours.. 



The web's most popular social networking site for African-Americans and Vibe are 
kicking off Black Music Month with Amplify, a talent search that will showcase the 
musical skills of new and emerging talent. Come show us what you've got, or help 
us discover the next big thing. Take the Stage. Get Hyped. AMPLIFY! 





BlackPlanet.com 

THE WORLD IS YOURS 



05.07 



"I hope they 
don't think I'm 
limited to 
being a neo- 
soul artist." 
— Chrisette 
Michele 




CHECK 
^ OUT WHAT'S 
POPPIN' AT 

VIBE.COM 

THIS MONTH: 

INTERACTIVE audio and video: 
R. Kelly on tape. 
TALKING SMACK with champi- 
onship boxer "Pretty Boy" Royd 
Mayweather Jr. 

A MESS OF NEW SLOGS from Sean 
Fennessey (RapidShare), Humanity 
Critic (The Nappy Diatribe), Janelle 
Grimmond (You're So Dramatic) and 
more... 

PLUS off-the-chaln party photos, 
amazing new music and video 
search tools, and the Rapper Map- 
per, featuring celebrity sightings. 



Photographed by Barron Claiborne on 
February 15, 2007, in New York 





FEATURES 

76 // UNFINIRHFD RU.SINFS.q 
Five years after getting brought 

up on child-pornography 
charges in the stale of Illinois, 
will R. KELLY finally face his 
day in court? By Abdon 
Pallasch 



88 // LIVE ANOTHER DAY 
BONE THUGS-N-HARMONY 

at a career crossroads. 

By Ben Detrick. Phologrsphed 

by Stephanie Pfriender Stylander 

92 // STILL TIPPIN' 

With new projects from PAUL 
WALL, MIKE JONES, 
CHAMILLIONAIRE, SLIM 
THUG, and LIL' FLIP. Houston is 
still a problem. By Matt Sonzala. 
Illustrated by Miles Donovan 



96 // BEATS BY THE POUND 
FLOYD MAYWEATHER JR. 

calls out Oscar De La Hoya. 
By Mark Leiinwalla. 
Photograptied by Joe Toreno 

98 // GENIE IN A BOTTLE 
England's AMY WINEHOUSE 

intoxicates America. By Rot>ert 
Morales. Photographed by Alan 
Scrymgeour 
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"It's hypocritical to support the war and not 
want your kids to be involved in it." 
— Congressman Charles B. Rangel 



Photographed by Dana Lixenberg 
on February 10, 2007, at Rangel's 
office in Harlem. N.Y. 




100 //THE VIBE Q: 
THE INSIDE MAN 

Congressman CHARLES B. 
RANGEL on the music he loves. 
President George W. Bush's 
personality, and bringing bact< 
the draft. By Robert Morales. 
Photographed by Dana 
Uxenberg 



FASHION 

104 // FANTASTIC VOYAGE 

The fashion of the future shines. 
Photographed by Stuart Weston. 
Styled by Memsor Kamarake 

DEPARTMENTS 

?n // FDITDR-S 1 FTTFR 
?9 // THF r;l IFST I I.ST 
24 // VIBE RATERS 
28 // MAIL 



VOLUME 

31 // narins Mencia nn rinm 
de Mayo 

32 // V Sked 

May 

M II V BRat 

Rappers' MySpace pages. 
Going solo with Nicole 
Scherzinger 
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"Everybody love Bone, but why don't people respect 
us like they love us? It's a slap in the face. ' 
— Krayzie Bone of Bone Thugs-N-Harmony 



Photographed by 
Stephanie Pfrlender Stylander 
on February 8, 2007, in New York 




3B // V Rr.rp.cn 

Getting gangster with film director 
Johnnie To 

40 // V I it 

Hitting the pavement with street lit 
author Nikki Turner 

42 // V League 

Ballin' with Major League Soccer's 
David Beckham 



45 // WHO RIDIN"? 

The best motorcycles of 2007. BRP's 
three-wheeler. The best roads to ride. 
Fly helmets. The fastest bike in the 
country. American Chopper's Paul 
TeutuI Jr. Black biker gangs 

S9//VRar 

Stocking your home bar 

54 // V Style 

Setting the gold standard. 
Watching time fly 



5B // VIXRH 

Introducing The Sopranos' 
Dania Ramirez. By Alex Gale 

6Q / / V Mix 

Mother's Day Grammy parlies. 
NBA All-star weekend 

NEXT: ARTISTS ON THE VERGE 
fi7 // KFRI 

fi8 // COLLIE BUDDZ 

70 // MISTAH FA.B. 

79 II nHRI.qFTTF MinHFI F 
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100% QUENCHED 
0% H E AVY 



IT'S ABOUT TIME. 




NEW 

OPTIMUM 

Oil Therapy™ 



HAIR & SCALP QUENCHER 



Revolutionary 
Micro-Oil Technology. 
No Greasy Build-up. 

Micro-beads of noturol essential oils 
absorb quickly to help soothe dry 
scalp and moisturize from root to tip. 

Our Hair & Scalp Quencher is olwoys 
free of petrolatum and mineral oil for 
N healthy, shiny hair wittiout the weight. 

•Olive Oil for maximum moisture 
•Coconut Oil for brilliant shine 
Avocado Oil for silky softness 
1 1 J •Jojoba Oil for rich nourishment 




'i I Mil I M / «SON' 

OPTIMUM 

Oil Therapy'" 



MO OMASY miUKW 



Vly Style. My Way ' 



02006 SoDSfteen • Coison LLC www.softshKn-uuson.coni 
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Plus: Marques Houston. Tha 
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Project. Marco Polo. Jennifer 
Lopez. Plan B. Lifesavas. Brick 
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Gilberto. Anthony Hamilton. 
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120 //BY ALL MEANS 
NECESSARY: EPMD. 
By Charles Aaron 

19? // ROOMSHOTS: Danrehall 
Draft Picks. By Rob Kenner 

194 //DETAILS 
128// 20 QUESTIONS 
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Ving Rhames 

Star of film, television and 
wherever else he appears. 



stacyadams.com 
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I CAN'T GET CLOSE 
IF I CAN'T GET PAST 
YOUR BODYSPRAY. 
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RGX BODYSPRAY 



Try one of four crisp, clean scents that 
don't overpower. From Right Guard. 



ARE YOU READY TO STEP UP? 

rgxlife.com 
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SCHOOL OF RECORDING ARTS 



800.226.7625 



3300 University Boulevard • Winter Park, FL 32792 



Financial aid available ID thosQ who quality • Career development assistance • Accredittd School. ACCSCT 
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KILLING THEN WITH CLEANNESS 
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Film Life's 11th Annual 

AMERICAN BLACK FILM FESTIVAL r« 




OCTOBER 25-29, 2007* LOS ANGELES 
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FILM LIFE 



VISIT WWW.ABFF.COM FOR FILM SUBIVIISSION AND TICKET INFO 




We sent it to tihe fat fiarm. 
It came back fatter. 5^ 




The Fat Boy ' motorcycle. Thick center of 96-cubic-inch V-Twin. Sohd disc wheels shot through • ' 

with .50-caliber holes. One-third ton of chrome-encrusted fun. More at www.harley-davidson.com 

■WecareaCKXiiyou RiclesateVf6Specl)ulIyandw(ttMnUiel''Tiiisoftlietawandyou/aWities.Atwayswe^ and ins6t your passenger does too Never ndev-tiiie under Iheinfluencw 

ol ateoW Of drugs. Know youi Haiiey^ motorcycle and icad ar«l understand your owner s manual from cover to cover, © 2006 H-D, Harley, Hailey-Davidson. and ttie Bar i Shield logo are among me irademi-ks ol H-D Micnigan tmxi 
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EDITOR'S LETTER 







\ 1 

V V V. \ 

(Clockwise from Top) 
Dania Ramirez, 
Robert Kelly, and 
Charies Rangel. 
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WHAT? IS THERE SOME REASON WE CAN'T JUST 
HAVE A PICTURE OF A TWELVE-INCH-LONG 
HOT DOG WITHOUT EVERYONE FREAKING OUT? 



CLEAN. 



lal 
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THE GUEST LIST 



Here at VIBE, we've got tofs 
of CDs from established and 
aspiring artists. Fortunately, 
Associate Music Editor Sean 
Fennessey, 24, who edits our 
NEXT and Revolutions sec- 
tions, never minds listening to 
a few extra tunes. "I once 
downloaded 376 songs pro- 
duced by Timbaland in one 
night," says the author of the 
Rapid Share blog at VIBE.com. 
All that effort paid off when he 
sat down to assess Timbaland 
Presents Shock Value (Mosley 
Music Group/Blackground/ 
Interscope) for this month's 
lead Revolutions review (page 
113).... Be sure to check out 
the other blogs on VIBE.com: 
Danyel Smith (Everything 
Is Everything), Rob Kenner 
(Boomshots), Benjamin 
Meadows-lngram (Boss On 
Deck), Laura Checl<oway 
(I Write Checks), Keith Murphy 



Miles 




(Black On Black Crime), Linda 
Hobbs (Grindin'), Damien 
Scott (Whips And Chips), 
Chris Yuscavage (Where's My 
Ball?), Janelle Grimmond 
(You're So Dramatic), Shauna 
Bart>osa (Cashmere Thoughts), 
Butta (Vibe Confidential), 
George Kelly (VWire), 
Humanity Critic (The Nappy 
Diatribe), and Marie Anthony 
Neal (Critical Noir).... R.Kelly 
graces VIBE's cover for the 
seventh time, as Abdon 
Pallasch, 41 , a legal affairs 

22 VIBB.COM 



reporter for the Chicago Sun- 
Times, digs deeper into why 
it's taken so long for Kelly's 
child-pornography case to 
come to trial ("Unfinished 
Business," page 76).... Marie 
Leiinwalla, 24, a sports writer 




for the New York Daily News, 
squares up with Floyd 
Mayweather Jr. ("Beats By 
The Pound," page 96). Bone 
Thugs-N-Harmony poses 
("Live Another Day," page 88) 
for Stephanie Pfriender 
Stylander, 42; she also pho- 
tographs for Vanity Fair, GO, 
and People.... Miles 
Donovan, 30, illustrates 
Houston's finest ("Still Tippin'," 
page 92).... And for those 
looking to let loose this spring, 
Leon L. Brittain, 37, of 
AutomotiveRhythms. com 
checks out the flyest 
motorcycles in the game 
("Who Ridin'?," page 45).... 
Just try to catch us riding dirty. 



iterial 



Music is your life. Make it a career. 



LOS ANGELES 

R i: (; () R I) I N (j s (. 1 1 c) () L 



888 688 LARS 
larecordingschool.com 



6690 Sunset Blvd. 
Hollywood OA 90028 




'QO/^e Los Affiles BeLording ^qIkiuI- Ail4W|l>(s ies'->rveda^e %rin ".Tho l^|^i{|Cles. Ri|ydirfji,JyJ^N 
and The Anyle^ey rd^pg Sc^o^g^r^eivtcc marks nf Thp Los Anqeles Recordtnri S<-no^ ^ 
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CHECK F©^ THIS 
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ALKEN TOURS 

Let Aiken Tours take you away to the hottest events In 

the Caribbean. 



Heatwave Festival 

Dominican Republic 
May 25-28 

St. Kitts Music Festival 

June 21 -24 



Reggae Sumfest 

Montego Bay, Jamaica 
July 15-21 

Reggae Sunsplash 

Runaway Bay, Jamaica 
August 3-6 



Mention VIBE Magazine and get Si 00 off on all event 
packages until July 31 . Call (800) 221-6686, (800) 538-2553 
or visit www.alkentours.com 
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IN THE HEIGHTS, 
THE MUSICAL 

"So Fresh! This vibrant Latin-beat 
musical deftly blends hip-hop w/ith 
salsa, merengue, pop and traditional 
Broadway. A refreshing and sincere 
depiction of the struggle to make 
an honest living and remain true to 
one's roots." — Variety 



Tickets start at $36.25 and may be purchased at 
ticketmaster.com or at the 37 Arts Theater box office 
(450 West 37 Street). 





PURE PROTEIN 

Pure protein bars provide quality protein that is essential to 
a healthy, balanced diet and important for supporting lean 
muscle and an active lifestyle. 



Available at: 

• BJ's Wholesale Club 

• CVS 

• Duane Reade 

• GNC 

• Kroger 



• Publix 

• Sam's Club 

• Walgreens 

• Wal-Mart 

• The Vitamin Shoppe 




SMdlNlACES 



SMOKIN' ACES 

Smokin' Aces is a cool, edgy, dark 
action comedy from Universal 
Home Video that combines thugs- 
for-hire, smoking hot assassins 
and double crossing mobsters. 
Featuring an all-star cast that 
includes Jeremy Piven, Alicia Keyes, 
Andy Garcia, Ray Uotta and 
Ben Affleck, this irreverent action- 
packed ride has a climax so 
untielievable you'll have to see it 
over and over again. On DVD April 1 7"'. 

www.smokinaces.net 




VIBE RATERS 

TVE VIBE STAFF PROGRAMS YOUR MONTHLY FIAYUST 



RAPPIN' 4-TAY. FEAT MESSY MARV, 
SAN QUINN, SEGG THA GAFFLA, & BIG 

RICH, "Live From the 415," from That's 
What You Thought (Baggman/SMC): 

[he Fillmore all-stars at their txst: 
cbssic mob sound, with 4-Tay 
steering at the helm. 

Katie Patterson, Researcher 



ROSCO P. COLDCHAIN, "Summer 
Breeze," independent single 
{myspace. com/pcoldchain): 

i i' i,; . ■! ■ !!':■ . linos, Cddchaln's 
now out of prison and laying his 
uncomfortably poett flow over a 
goofy, glorious Seals and Q-ofts Hp. 

Sean Fennessey, Associate Music Editor 



B.O.B. "Cloud 9," from his upcoming as 
yet-untitled album (Rebel Rock/Atlantic) 

B. o. D ocifi 01 s oriL 01 II ie niosi 
infectious tree -hugger anthems 
since Afroman's 'Because I Got 
i-ligh. ' Gi^e this joint some bum on 
your iPod and xre out. 

Damien Lemon, Manager of National Music 
Advertising & Marketing 



TONY MATTERHORN, "Goodas," from 
Dancehall Draft Picks 2007 (VP): 

Mr "Dutty Wine' is back and 
better than ever on the "Gully 
Slime" nddim. The title isn't as 
"dutty" as it seems . . . think "god 
dess' rather than "good ass. " 

Rob Kenner, Edttor-At-Large 



AASIM, "Go," independent single 
ipiyspace.com/grindmusicincy. 

Finally! Dope hip hop from a 

New York MC. 

Will Perkins, Events & Artist Relations Coordinator 



BLITZ THE AMBASSADOR, "Change," 
from his upcoming Suicide Stereotype, 
(Reprisal): 

Not only is tNs track militant 
enough to be an '07 election 
theme song, but with its re 
tbnary slant, if II resonate'/..::, 
hip hop heads young and old 

Melissa Thermidor. Traffic Manager 
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GRAB LIFE BY THE HORNS 








INTRODUCING THE ALL-NEW 2008 DODGE AVENGER. 

With an available 3.5-liter V6 engine, it's more powerful than anything you'll find in a comic book. Its available 20-gigabyte IVIyGIG''*' 
Multimedia Infotainment System* computes, navigates, plays music from your MP3 player and converts media files, giving you more 
gadgets than any utility belt, while the available Electronic Stability Program gives you more control to help protect the ones you love.* 
The 2008 Dodge Avenger. What real heroes drive. Starting at $18,895.^ D0DGE.COM/AVENGER 



'Available MyGIG in-dash design DVD capability is not available in all slates. See your dealer for details. 
^ Always drive carefully, consistent with conditions. Always wear your seat belt and obey traffic laws. 
* As shown, $25,865. MSRPs exclude tax. 
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WELCOME BACK, MARY 

The March 2007 Cover 
[Special Collector's Edi- 
tion, 150th Issue], fea- 
tured, yet again, a blond 
Mary J. Blige (who blamed 
you for her Afghan hound 
look on your December 
2005 cover). Her stylist 
clearly dogged her more 
than you could have. Far 
worse, there were large 
captions for Eminem, Nia 
Long (an article discussing 
her ASS-ets. none the 
less), and Lil' Kim — but 
a minimal farewell to the 
Godfather of Soul, James 
Brown. Am I the only one 
who remembers that hip 
hop is based upon sam- 
ples (borrowed or stolen) 
from the late James 
Brown? Remember when 
it wasn't a shame to say, 
"I'm Black and I'm 



Awesome cover. 



Gregory Prescott Photography 
my space, com/vibemagazine 



Great cover; Mary 
looks really nice. 



CAS 

my space, com/vibemagazine 



WRITE TO VIBE Letters to the editor should be e-mailed to WbeOWbe.com . Include your 
full name, address, and daytime phone number. Letters become the property of Vibe 
Media Group, may be used in any way. and will be edited for length and clarity. 




Proud"? I guess you're 
just stuck on being "Black 
and I'm BUNG." More 
unfortunately, you reneged 
on an opportunity to 
educate and elaborate. 
On a brighter note, I hope 
Mary is happy with her 
"white-chick" cover. 

Troy Davidson 
via e-mail 

MIXED SIGNALS 

There was a quote on the 
contents page that read, 
"Like the Wu-Tang Clan, 
VIBE is for the children." 
As I continued to turn the 
pages, I noticed a photo- 
graph featuring Lil Wayne 
with a gun in his lap ["V 
Icons," photographed by 
Martin Schoeller for the 
April 2006 Issue]. This 
sends mixed messages to 
the youth. Please take into 
consideration the many 



subscribers who look for- 
ward to the positive VIBE 
of your magazine. 

Haleem Miller 
White Deer, Pa. 

TIP OF THE TONGUES 

Thanks for the Native 
Tongues article ("The Love 
Movement" by Keith 
Murphy, February 2007 
Issue). As a person who 
sincerely loves soul music, 
theirs, collectively, has 
made my life special in the 
way that Armstrong, 
Gillespie and Monk did for 
my grandfather, and the 
way that Ray Charles and 
Booker T. Jones did for my 
dad.The Native Tongues 
have sketched a place in 
our hearts and minds. I 
look forward to reading 
more articles like this. 

Terry Wilsort 
Brooklyn, NX 




WILD 
STYLE « 



■■ CHAKA KHAN HAS RECENTLY REMARRIED? IS IT TRUE SHE MARRIED A WHITE MAN? I 

Pi YOU'RE READING THIS, CHANCES ARE YOU'RE SUFFERING FROM LACK-0F-l6VE 
AND LONELINESS DISEASE. I'M 28 YEARS OLD AND THE COLOR OF APPLE BUTTER. J J 

I'M A REAL NEW YORK CHICK... I GO TO GUNFIGHTS AND KNIVES OVER MINE. WE 



WE LOVE OUR ii 
READERS, BUT... 



AIN'T THE LOST ONES, WE THE BOSS ONES. 

I'VE READ THAT KEYSHIA COLE THINKS MULTIPLE PARTNERSHIPS 
AIN'T SEXY. MASSIVE RELATIONSHIPS ARE REAL SEXY — HELL YEAH. 
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Creating music with healing power is quite a task m today's 
hip-hop genre. P-Dub knows that he has to draw from personal 
experiences to continue to create next level music. Let the 
critics construct their categones. music is made so people feel 
good— essentially, their own personal therapy P-Dub feels the 
same way about his Gillette Fusion razor. He knows tliat the 
Gillette Fusion razor was made for the next level man. wWch 
sen/es as his motivation with every shave. 




YOU DON'T STAND IN LINES. YOU CREATE THEM. 

SHAVING TAKEN TO A WHOLE NEW LEVEL. THE CLOSEST, SMOOTHEST SHAVE EVER. UNLIMITED STYLING POSSIBILITIES. 



GrlfeJie 

POWER 

PHANTOM 




5 BLADE SHAVING 

SURFACE— lor the most 
comfortable shave ever. 



BATTERY-POWERED— 

soothing micro-pulses 
help you reduce Iriction and 
increase razor glide. 




Tha B»tt a Man Can Gat 

www.gillettefusion.com 




lan Oi 



her 



gles pnze at 
Paris' Roland-Garros. On the men's 
side, 10-time Grand Slam winner 
aims for his first 
French title. Coverage on ESPN2 
and Ttie Tennis Ctwinel: runs 
ttvough June 10. 
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0 balHn' toe matie ttti 



Log in to get in. 




HHGL 

HIP HOP GAMING LEAGUE 



\A/here Hip Hop Si video games collide 

■ Play against celebrities 
and other fans to win 

a VIP trip to the finals event 

■ Check out videos of 
celebrity challenges 

■ Exclusive articles, j 
photos, Si more 

■ All your favorite playas' 

-WARREN G 
-RiCK ROSS 

•B-REAL ^ 

-JIM JONES ^fld 

-THECLIPSE ^1 
- KRAYZIE BONE jW.''^. * 
-WISHBONE BL' 

and more... ' 




♦ Watch exclusive videos 
\ \ of your favorite player 

- Josh Barfield 

- Rodrigo Lopez 

- Prince Fielder 

- Derek Lowe 
and more... 



www.HHGL.cam 



www.PBGL.com 




Mr' 



Look for the revolutionary H3 TV system, 
coming soon to a Hip Hop Soda Shop near you. 



oA«»«i BORAS 



ganwr ijraWx /• 




The Worid (Wide Web) Is Mine! 

With more than 1 25 million registered users, MySpace has become the world's sixth most popular Web site, 
pacl(ed with more random folks posting more random this 'n that than can be found in many small countries. 
But your people's people aren't the only ones posting bizarre ish online. Take a minute to dig through the 
digital dirt of some of your favorite artists — you never know what you might find 



JUST BLAZE 



THE PAGE: 
my space, com/justblazeradio 
THE BASICS: 
Superproducer who cemented 
his name sketching The Blueprint 
for Jay-Z. 
THE WEB GEMS: 
Just is a renowned technophlle, so 
his site has all sorts of treats. 
Months before Jigga jumped on it, 
you could catch the "Kingdom 
Come" instrumental bangin' in 
broadband. These days you can find 
a clip of a skit about the making of 
"Show Me What You Got" (involving 
a light saber), an in-studio grammar 
argument with Saigon, and a version 
of the Beastie Boys' "Ch-Check It 
Out" featuring characters from the 
video game Jak X. Believe that. 




GILLIE DA KID 



THE PAGE: 

myspace. com/figga4lifeent 

THE BASICS: Philadelphia MC once signed to Cash 
Money Records, now beefing with Lil Wayne over 
ghostwriting credits. 
THE WEB GEMS: 

Gil's profile is one giant ode to Lil Wayne. Not only do 
you get dis songs like "Frontin Like Ya Daddy," but also 
a clip of the widely circulated spoof "Make-Up Sex," in 
which animated characters of Weezy and Baby profess 
love for each other. 




THE PAGE: 

myspace. com/salaamremi 
THE BASICS: 

Veteran producer known for the Fugees' "Fu-Gee-La" and 
sample-heavy street tracks like Nas' "Made You Look." 

THE WEB GEMS: 

Footage of Remi performing a strange, rambling "Spike 
Lee monologue" over a soft jazz backdrop. Shot with a 
distorted effect and extreme close-ups, it's peppered with 
touching lines like, "I and I. You and you. Us both and you 
both making we both." The clip's enough to bring tears to 

your eyes. For his sake. 



Always visit VIBE.COM and make friends with VIBE at myspace.com/vibemagazine 



Bay Area rapper who also 
happens to be E-40's 
cousin. 

Ti-'F WFB GFMS: 
A clip taken from Turf Talk's 
appearance on a 2005 
episode of Judge Joe 
Brown. Locked in a dispute 
over damages to a SUV 
belonging to a former female 
friend. Turf Talk mouths off 
to the judge and a tongue- 
twisting standoff ensues. "I 
got a devastating mouth- 
piece, mayne," Turf boasts. 
"Sounds like your game is 
quite lame," counters Judge 
Joe before ordering Turf to 
pay $4,945 in damages. 
Really?!?!?! Ben Detrick 
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© 2007 Mercedes-Benz USA. LLC 




THE 7-PASSENGER GL. THE BIGGEST, BADDEST BENZ EVER IS NOW 
THE 2007 MOTOR TREND SPORT/UTILITY OF THE YEAR." 



The first full-sized luxury European 
sport/utility vehicle available in 
America. Fashionably crafted with a 
stylish interior that comfortably seats 



1- 

a 



seven and finely engineered with a 
powerful 4.6-liter, 335-horsepower 
V-8 engine. The Mercedes-Benz GL. 
It's more Mercedes to love. 



Unlike anv other. 



Mercedes-Benz 

MBUSA.com 



Umiled availability Premier Edition GL450 shown. For more Inlormation, call 1-80O^R-MERCEDES, or visit MBUSA.com. 





Cat Power 

The Pussycat Dolls' Nicole 
Scherzinger is one of the 
hottest women on the planet. 
Just don't tell her that 



What's your fantasy? Making her your 
girlfriend? Or simply watchiiif^ Nicole 
Scherzinger, 28, the front woman of the 
Pussycat Dolls, makingitpop — hercareer, 
that is? After turning heads in 2001, when 
she won a spot in girl group Eden's Crush 
on the WB's American Idol predecessor, 
Popstars: USA, the Hawaii-born, Kentucky- 
bred, Filipina/Hawaiian/Russian stunner joined 
Los Angeles-based burlesque troupe the 
Pussycat Dolls in 2003. Interscope's Jimmy 
lovine and Ron Fair were in the process of reconfig- 
uring the Dolls as a surefire supergroup, and 
Scherzinger was cast as HPIC; she's the only Doll 
with songwriting and vocal credits on the group's plat- 
inum-certified debut, PCD (A&M/lnterscope, 2005). Now 
she's readying her solo debut. Her Name Is Nicole 
(A&M/lnterscope), and though there's no denying that 
Scherzinger is a dime, she doesn 't always feel like one. 

Joining the Pussycat Dolls was hard for me because I 
^ wasn't used to that image. I was like a naive little flower 
'^from Hawaii and the South. Everyone sees me as a sex 
symbol, but that's just the Pussycat Doll inside of me. 
Scherzinger has a plethora of people inside of her. I don't 
want to sound schizophrenic, but when I'm not onstage 
I wear slippers, no makeup, hair down, like af lower child. 

This business is so shaky. That's what scares me, but 
that's what makes me push harder. When you're in this 
|||||business, it's like you're training forthe Olympics. It's all 
about going, 'cause once It stops, I don't know what I'm 
doing and I'm lost. [Interscope Geffen A&M Chairman] 
lovine told me that Bruce Springsteen told him, 'Thank 
God we've got insecurities; they've gotten me this far/ 
If we were doing an insecurity article, I could be the 
queen. Growing up, I felt like the only way I could be 
happy with myself was if someone else loved me. I've 
always attached myself to p^ple because that's where 
I found my love. I ' ve got a iS^f insecurities about the way 
I look. That's why I work tMB so much. And I'm always 
comparing myself to othefyeople, wondering if I'm good 
enough. But you gotta leajn to accept yourself, because 
this is what God gaveXwi. You gotta have perspective, 
like, Man, Nicole, wIpfgiByou to be feeling this way? Pick 



\ 



> yourself back up 




As told to Laura Checkoway 





"I'VE GOT A LOT OF 

INSECURITIES 

ABOUTTHEWAYI 
LOOK. THAT'S WHY I 

WORKOUT 
SO MUCH." 
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nonchalantly talented 



"THE FUNNIEST COMEDY 
SERIES ON TELEVISION." 

- CH(CflGOSL#\/-T7/V«ES 



"...WHEN A SERIES STARTS 
OFF GREAT AND JUST KEEPS 
GETTING BETTHR, FTS 
TELEVISION CLASSIC TIME." 

- JOHN O'CONNOR, ThE NEW YORK TIMES 



"ONE OF THE GREATEST 
ACHIEVEMENTTS OF 
TELEVISION." 

- CHICAGO TFUBUr^ 



'THE FUNNIEST SHOW 
ON TELEVISION." 

• THE h^W YORK POST 



'BRILLIANTLY FUNNY.' 

TVGUDe 




NOT JUST 

THE 

LARRY SANDERS 

SHOW 





HI!' 



NOT RATED 



I" www.sphecoiineot.com | 



® 1912.1998 futtB Mk ImteR rwlKML All lumi 



OWN THE DV/D APRIL 17™ 

OVm 8 HOURS OF NEWIV PRODUCB3 MATBUAL 
AND 23 OF THE BEST O^fSODES! 

WWW.LARRYSANDERSDVD.CX>M 




BEST THANG 
SMOKIN': 
The director 
in action. 





The Chinese Connection 

JOHNNIE TO makes some of the best gangster movies you've never seen 



You want G shit? Try kidnapping your 
rival's underlings, chaining them to 
German shepherds, putting them in 
small cages, and, when they won't bend your 
way (even after being beaten senseless with a 
sledgehammer), taking a cleaver to one of 'em 
and feeding the ground-up leftovers to the dogs. 
That's exactly what icy-calm gangster/busi- 
nessman Jimmy (Louis Koo) does in Triad 
Election (Tartan, 2006), the sequel to the award- 
winning Hong Kong gangsta flick. Election 
(Tartan, 2005), both by director Johnnie To. The 
films are like The Godfather and the Godfather 
Part II in Chinese, and, needless to say, the 
guys crouched in the cages come around — 
with the quickness. 

One of the most prolific and accomplished 
Hong Kong directors shooting today, To has 
been filling Chinese cinemas since the early '80s 
with a catalog of films ranging from pleasant 
romantic comedies (2001 's Love on A Diet, 
Milky Way) to Hong Kong cop action flicks cast 



in the John Woo mold (1 988's The Big Heat, Tai 
Seng). But it's To's recent work, on films like PTU 
(Milky Way, 2003) and Breaking News (Palm, 
2004), that honed a vision that's measured, 
slick, and, at times, stunningly chilling. 

Triad picks up two years after the original 
Election. China's notorious underworld society 
(The Triad) is once again choosing a chairman, 
and the fight for the top spot is typically brutal 
and unforgiving. But whereas Election, which 
won the Hong Kong Film Award for Best 
Picture, paraded a cast of characters across 
the screen in a scramble for the post, Triad is 
more focused, centering on the struggle 
between two leaders: Lok (Simon Yam), who 
refuses to turn over power as per tradition, and 
Jimmy, who's pulled into the fray to further his 
commercial interests. Sure, Triad takes some 
patience — it lags at times, and the soundtrack 
is a little cheesy — but in an era of constantly 
disappointing Hollywood fare, the payoff, and 
the payback, are priceless. BMI 



Release Therapy 

Christopher "Cannon" Mapp, 
22, from the excellent new doc- 
umentary The Hip Hop Project 
(THINKFilm), talks about hip hop 
as a healing art 



■y J 




Brooklyn-based outreach program The Hip 
Hop Project has been encouraging teenagers 
to share their struggles through song since 
1999. What did you get out of the program? 

It was the first time I expressed what I was 
going through, taking care ot my mother with 
multiple sclerosis. Before, I'd never shared 
something so personal. 1 learned about self- 
discovery and ethics - keeping your word, 
integrity - and that it's important to get what 
you feel internally... out. 
What was the biggest challenge you faced 
while filming the documentary? 
I lost my mom. When that happened, I had to 
reaffirm, re-evaluate, and rediscover myself I'd 
wanted to be successfiil at music to get her the 
best doctors. Wlien she passed, the whole 
mental portrait diat I'd painted was smeared. 
Writing about it pulled me back to life. 
Where would you be today without the 
program? 

1 would've been locked up, going nowhere. 
You don't usually hear about hip hop changing 
lives — how it gives people who were silent a 
voice. But there would've been nothing else to 
help me heal. 

Laura Chedtoviay 



Note to Self: Clown Bruce Willis for 
allegedly turning down the op to 
film a sex scene with Halle Berry 
in their new cat-and-mouse film, 
Perfect Stranger (Sony), because 
he was too intimidated by her 
amazing good looks. Instead, both 
actors got down and dirty by their 
lonesome before the scene came 
together in the, um, cutting room. 

^^^^^ 
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For drivers who want to get the most out of their cars, 

ITS BRIDGESTONE 
OR NOTHING. 




As the road turns, twists, or shifts from wet to dry, 
racing-inspired Potenza tires give you the finely 
tuned response, precision handling, and superb 
traction that define ultra- high performance. 

bridgestonetire.com 1 -800-807-9555 tiresafety.com 
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WW 1 for EXCELLENCE 
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Hard Core 



er's new book hustles harder than you 



The language Is unapologetically raw, the charac- 
ters are hardly sympathetic, and the books are 
near universally disdained by literary purists. 
But what street lit lacks in technical know-how and crit- 
ical acclaim, the genre more than makes up for with its 
biggest marketing tool: drama. 

And few writers working in the field today bring the 
drama quite as dramatically as Nikki Turner. The so- 
called Queen of Hip Hop Fiction is a master at weav- 
ing juicy, 'hood-rich sagas of revenge, regret, and 
redemption: her fifth novel. Forever a Hustler's Wife 
(One World), delivers on all fronts. Forever finds recur- 
rent character Yarni Taylor, a successful lawyer and 
put-upon wife of Richmond, Va., kingpin Des, grown 
up and grown tired of the bullshit. Trying to accommo- 
date his alarmingly loyal better half — Yarni stood by 
him during a 1 0-year prison bid — Des hits upon a new 



grind: peddling prayers in the pulpit instead of product 
in the 'hood. But getting out of the game, of course, 
isn't going to be easy. And so the story goes. 

Like most of street lit's most popular writers, Turner 
is a female author specializing in giving an intimate 
voice to the ladies so often overlooked in hip hop and 
in more male-focused street tales like HBO's The Wire. 
In these arenas "the grind" is male-dominated, with 
women usually dismissed as pawns and/or arm candy. 
But in most street lit, bold, beautiful, clever, sexual 
women take center stage. Looking beyond the flashy 
allure of women who entangle themselves with men 
who have money, power, and respect, Turner reveals 
the daily hardships many wives, girlfriends, and daugh- 
ters endure while trying to love men — of all walks of 
life. It isn't pretty. And it isn't poetic. But maybe that's 
the point. Demetria Lucas 



Money Talks one more reason why you've gotta respect Donald Trump's G 

"...the true definition of wrrt^^mplnNsj^t-otoRusseliarnmons'^ ^ 

success can never be measured A7Ne.eHZnessZL7eZGoi^Z^GL°try° 

in QOIiarS anO cents, blgdog, but we don't buy H. see ya in the Hamptons. 



Be Cool 

Noah Kerner Aw DJai/ur J I . 
an J t'o-fwiuiltii his mnt tiujrktttiiy 
firm. Now lie's teameJ up with jurmer 
Bttritty t Ncu- York lO-CEO Cent 
Prssstiun for tbt new Imi Chasi n,i^ 
C^)l: Standini; Out in Ttxiay's 
Cluttered Marketplace iAtrt.ii 
which seeks ro help comptimes. 
projitcts. and artists siutrptn tfjti ' 
eJge. Wc asked him to put those 
to uvrk OH life's tuost important 
ominndity: you. 

1 . DO YOU Ufiderstand what s 
jjoing on, but never become a 
slave to trends. As Russell 
Simmons told us, "Walk the 
street, see what's going on, and 
spit it out in your own way. Don't 
do it because you research it; do it 
because you breathe it. " 

2. DONTMAXOUTTliel 

to staying relevant isa healthy iIum 
of mystii|uc. As Christina Aguilera 
said, "Going to panies is time sj^ent 
in the public eye, which meaasout 
of the public's imagination." And 
e\*cryone loves a huitasy. 

3. TAKE RISKS Whatever } . 
do, be willing to face the possibility 
of real failure. It's the only way to 
finti real success. 
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illustration by MIKE THOMPSON 
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To Live And Buy In L.A. 

Soccer star David "Bend It Like" Beckham has 250 million reasons to 
love Los Angeles. Bishop Lamont gives him five more 

ast January, Major League Soccer's Los Angeles Galaxy 
inked David Beckheim, England's celebrated football (uh, we 
call it soccer) stud, to afive-year deal that will pay the 32-year-old 
midfielder roughly $50 million a year, including endorsements 
and profit sharing. Only problem? At almost a mil a week, that's 
a lot of dough for Becks and his wife, Victoria, aka "Posh 
Spice," to blow — even by L.A. standards. So we called on 
Dr. Dre protege and Carson, Calif., resident Bishop Lamont, 
who's currently working on his debut album. The Reformation 
(Aftermath), to show America's soccer savior the best places to 
make it thunderstorm in the City of Angels. Matt Diehl 





1. 310 MOTORING 

(800-679-0004; 310motoring.com) 

BISHOP LAMONT: "First off, you've got to pimp your ride out here. This is where all the hottest 
rappers and basketball players get cars tricked out. And they can create anything you can imag- 
ine. Tell them you want a Starbucks in the back of your car and they'll do It. This will make 
Becks L.A. -certified." 
Starbucks-customized '64 Cadillac with Ds: $95,000 
Ballln' status: 

2. DEL AMD Pl.AZA INDOOR SWAP MFFT 
(31 0-762-6262; delamofashioncenter.com) 
"For gear, everybody in L.A. is about fresh white tees, and that's what you'll find here. Beckham could buy damn 
near half the swap meet and have fresh white tees forever. It's a one-stop shop — tattoos, sound systems, ctothes, 
jewelry, groceries, medicine. It's better than Target! He'd never need anything again." 
Buying a SO percent stake in the swap meet roughly $245 million 
b.illin' status: 

3, KHMER BRODAL SAREY AT LONG BEACH KICK BOXING 

(562-591-0533) 

"He has to stay in shape. He's already good at kicking, but now that he's got 
all that money. Becks is going to have to learn how to start kicking asses. I 
take lessons at this (Cambodian] kickboxing gym in Long Beach. They beat my 
ass and get me into shape." 
Private ktekboxing lessons for life: $72,000 ($100/month for 60 years) 
Liallin' status: 



4. WEST COAST PRODUCTIONS 

(818-775-0010; wcpcash.com) 
"You know every celebrity has to have a porno. Look at what It did 
for Paris Hilton! Beckham is no different. He needs to hire West Coast 
Productions and get his own vanity-porn tape." 
Filming and editing One Night In Posh: $75,000 
>tatus:^^ 

5. M^ '- )> ' ^ -1ER-I-CAN PROGRAM 

(310-652-7884; amer-i-can.or^ 
"Finally, if David Beckham is coming to Los Angeles, 
he has to pay his 'hood tax. Plus, the best way rich 
people show they're rich is by giving money away. 
He should give some to this organization, which 
tries to increase the peace and give gangbangers 
a chance." 

Sponsoring the Grape Street Watts Crips vs. Cedar 
Blocl( Piru Bloods single-elimination soccer tourna- 
ment priceless 
boiiin' status: 



%%%%% 
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Illustrations by JAMESON SIMPSON 



I mW lOUI-HII SBKS 

SUNDAYS I0:30pm/S:30c 

PIEMIIRIS inn IS IN 11! 

HB© 

DON'T MISS THE FIGHT LIVE ON PAY-PER-VIEW SATURDAY. MAY 5! 

FOR DAILY UPDATES ON 24/7 LOG ON TO HB0.COM ©2007 Home Box Office, inc. All rights reserved. HBO' is a service mark of Home Box Office, Inc. 
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CHECK (BO)^ THIS 



akc demiks ^4 

JEANIUSLEVEU^iOUUGIS 



AKADEMIKS 

Jeanius-level products for the true 
denim tastemaker; available for men 
and women. 

Available at: 

• Against All Odds 

• D.E.M.O. 

• DTLR 

• Jimmy Jazz 

• Up Against the Wall 

For additional information, call 
(212) 563-4999 or visit our website 
at www.akademlks.com 




APPLE BOTTOMS 

1 lable at: 

• D.E.M.O. 

• Dillard's 

• Macy's 

• Man Alive 

• Jimmy Jazz 

www.applebottoms.com 



'ecko unltd. 



ECKO UNLTD. 

For stone locations, sale infcxmaticin or to 
shop online, visit www.shopecko.com. 

To order by phone, call (800) 209-2618. 



L()T29 



LOT 29 

Available at: 

• Against All Odds 

• Dr. Jay's 

• Famous Barr 

www.lot29.com 




Foot Locker 



FOOTLOCKER 

Visit one of our 1 ,400 stores nationwidel 

Available in: 

• Detroit. Ml 

• Los Angeles, CA 

• Chicago, IL 

• Atlanta, GA 

• New York, NY 

For exact store locations or to shop 
online, visit www.footlocker.com 



HEDONISM m 

' Mlltll III 



HEDONISM 111 

Runaway Bay, Jamaica 
July 12-20, 2007 

NUBIAN ESCAPE TO SENSUALITY 

A group of hot, sexy women invade 
Hedonism 111 for their Third Annual 
getaway. They turn up the heat at 
Hedonism 111. Meet and greet takes 
on a brand new meaning. Join them. 

www.hedonismt .com 



LRG: ROOTS AND EQUIPMENT 

Our slogan is simple, "underground 
inventive, overground effective." At L-R-G 
we want to focus on the ones that are 
trying to pay their rent with their passions. 
Think of us as a support group for tfie 
independent and underground culture. 



Available at: 

• Up Against The Wall 

Washington DC 
Virginia 
Los Angeles 

• Or Jay's 
New York City 

• Against All Odds 
Nationwide 

• True 
San Francisco, CA 

• Macy's 
Nationwide 




MEEZAN 

• Sneaker Villa 

Philadelphia 

• Mensland 
Los Angeles 

• Endzone Fashion 
Houston 

• 20/20 Fashion 
Bay Area 

• J-BEES 
Chicago 

Visit meezanartcouture.com to find 

additional stores in vOLir area. 
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ROCAWEAR 

Available at: 

• Against All Odds 

• D.E.M.O. 

• Jimmy Jazz 

• Macy's 

• Man Alive 

www.rocawear.com 



5DUTHPDLE 

SOUTH POLE 

Available at: 

• Against All Odds 
New York & New Jersey 

• Dr. Jay's 
Northeast 

• JO Penney 

• May Department Stores 

• Up Against the Wall 

Washington, D.C. 

For more information, call (201) 242-5900 
or visit us at www.southpole-usa.com 



SOUTH POLE FOOTWEAR 

Available at: 

• Against All Odds 

• JCPenney 

• Modell's 

• Peebles Department 

• Shoe Department 

• Stage Stores 

• Zappos 

www.southpolefootwear.com 
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The best of the year's speed machines 
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2007 YAMAHA YZF-R1 

Boasting a fly-by-wire electronic throttle developed for 
Yamaha's M-1 MotoGP, improved power delivery with 
the world's first electronic variable-length intake funnel 
system, and an all-new Deltabox frame and swingarm. 
the R1 is a bike that's both fast (1 80hp, 998cc engine) 
and furious. Starts at $1 1 ,600; yamaha-motor.com 



2007BUELLFIREBOLTXB12R ' 

Buell's XB1 2R delivers power and excita- 
ment suitable for everyday riding or track 
use. The 1 203cc V-Twin revs to 6,800 rpm 
while pounding out 1 03hp and 84 ft. lbs. of 
torque. But It's the design that sells. With 
the fuel tank and oil reservoir tucked into 
the swingarm, the bike has a lower center 
of gravity, so you can effortlessly hit the 
curves. $1 0,500; buell.com 
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2007 DUCAT1 1098 S TRICOLORE 

Italians know how to make bikes. Ducati 
makes Italian bikes great. TheTricolore — 
representing the red, white, and green 
colors of the Italian national flag — sports 
the same specifications as Ducati's 1 098 S, 
the most powerful and lightest L Twin on 
the market (1 60hp, revving 9,750 rpm), 
plus a 1 02dB Termignoni racing muffler kit 
with dedicated ECU (for racing use only). 
Perfecto' $25,000; ducatiusa.com 




20O7 SUZUKI GSX-R1000 

Fourteen pounds heavier 
than its predecessor, 
Suzuki's '07 track rrxxlel 
delivers dual exhausts, a new 
instrument cluster including 
a digital LCD speedometer, 
dual trip meters, and a new 
LCD engine mode indicator 
displaying the various per- 
fonnnance settings: standard, 
sport, arxJ wet. How fly is 
that? $11,400; 
suzu/ocyctes.com 

LeonLBrtttain 



2007 MV AGUSTA F4-1000R 

MV Agusta revamped the engine and ttie 
suspension and brake package to offer a 
998cc engine with new valves arxJ pistons, 
a radial braking system, forged Bremtx) 
wheels, and new Marzocchi fori<s. The price 
to chill on this 1 74hp work of art? A modest 
$23,000; mvagusfausa.com 
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GOT SKILLS? Put them to use on quite possibly the most famous motorcycling road in the U.S. Resting 
near the border of North Carolina and Tennessee, the Dragon offers 11 miles of 3 18 tight and sweeping 
curves that coil up and down the Great Smokj' Mountains — an asphalt course both challenging and beau- 
tiful. But be warned: The Dragon is known to eat those who aren't up to the task. For more information on 
motorcycle events and road conditions, check ilciilsgnp.iom. L.L.B. 
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The debut novel from a New Orleans rap legend... "C-Murder keeps it tru his first time out the gate! " 

1 -K'Wan. beslselling author of Gangsia 



"From the projects to the State Pen, straight with no cut...this is as real as it gets. You can stamp this 'Hood Certified'!" 

- KaShamba WiUiams, beslselling author ol Gnmey 

"If you've never experienced N'awlins, you will after reading Death Around The Comer" 

- Kwaine league, author of The Adventures ol Ghetto Sam 

"C-Murder got that piff, you know what it is - that fire!" 

- B. L.U.N. T , author of 4 Dead Man s Vengeance 




STUKKT LIT 



www.deatharoundthecorner.com 



UIBG 

STRUhlT LIT 



Wherever books are sold. 





Price: Starting at $15,000 
Output: 106hp 
Available: Fall 2007 
More Info; can-am.brp.com 



Head First 

'Cause you don't wanna go honne 
like a stadium: you know, no dome 




TH/ee-uuHeex. moxion 

The Can-Am Spyder roadster is the flyest tricycle - ever 




Ilt took Canadian sports motor company 
BRP — inventors of the snowmobile and 
the sit-down water ski — 11 years to make a 
ride built for the road, but the Spyder's track- 
proven Rotax 990 V-Twin engine and 
standard five-speed manual or optional 
clutchless thumb-shift tranny (both offering 
true mechanical reverse) were worth the wait. 

2 To keep you safely planted to the pave- 
ment, the Spyder comes loaded with 
a bevy of safety ECUs (electronic control 
units) — including vehicle stability, traction- 
control, and stability-control systems — to 
guard against rollover. 



3 At the heart of the Spyder's Y architec- 
ture — two wheels up front, one in the 
rear — is BRP's SST (Surrounding Spar 
Technology) steel center beam design, which 
creates a lower center of gravity for better 
cornering and handling. 

4 In keeping with the roadster mentality, 
the Spyder sports a double front A-Arm 
suspension system up front — the same sus- 
pension found in most of today's luxury and 
sports cars. The forward cargo space is also 
big enough for a backpack or two helmets. 
What else do you need? 

Damien Scott 





Arai RX-7 Corsair 

The shell's Structural Net 
Composite is built for the road. 
Starts at S609; 
araiamericas. com 



Shoei Multitec 

The look and safety of a full- 
face helmet with open-face 
accessibility. 
Starts at $483; 
shoei-helmets. com 



HJC AC-1 2 Carbon 

Carbon-fiber construction 
keeps this top-of-the-line 
helmet super-lightweight. 
$420; hjchelmets.com 



>X| Go-Getta 

• -'M A bike so fast, 
^ Kawasaki put the 
brakes on the boasts 

Speed kills. So fast that in 2001 the motorcycle 
industry informally agreed to limit street bike 
speeds to 1 86 mph. Of course, that hasn't 
slowed down the competition . In 2006, 
Kawasaki dropped its Ninja ZX- 1 4 . and while the 
company won't advertise that the tjike's 1 90hp 
engine makes it the quickest production sport 
tnke on the market, don't think it isn't gassed. 
Startsat$11,600:kawasa>(/.com D.S. 




When drivers dream, they dream of this road. While the entire PCH, which stretches from San Juan Capistiano 
to near Leggctt, Calif, oftcrs some of the most breathtaking views you'll find on any road, any place in the world, 
it's this 1 21 -mile span of rolling hills, waterfalls, redwood forests, valleys, and coastal mountains that truly 
stuns. But don't drift off while enjoyinj; the scenery; there are a number of twists, climbs, and descents that 
require nipt attention. 
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ENT STORES 
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$55.00' 
$75.00* 
$65.00* 
$50.00* 
$50.00* 
$20.00* 
$16.00* 
$24.00* 




FORGIVABLE 

GRANGE FOR MEN FROM SEAN JOHN 



S.COM 



At the 2007 HHGL Celebrity Finals, Eric v was once 

again crowned the Hip Hop King of Video Games. The event, held at the 
^Ma> ^ Hard Rocit Hotel and Casino, was part of BET'S Bacic 

^^^^M^^^V.. toBasicBashduringNBAAII-StarWeekend.Between 
^^^^F^ performances by Rich Boy &Akon, the HHGL finalists 
^^^^^^^^nMl tooktheniainstage.EricV(ofTheBal(aBoys),lool(ing 
^^^^4|H^^^|I^H for a quick victory, found opponent Pacman Jones 
^^^^^^1 (Tennessee Titans) to be anything but a pushover, 
Erie V. vs. Pacman - Rnals with a final [ 
score of 38-39. Despite Jones' 
real life skill on the gridiron, ■ 
he was unable to stop the ' I^K^^RHi^^ 

undefeated master Eric V. Will ■H pg IN 

the hip ^^BH^^^k ^Smi 

hop Can he ever H^m^F^^j^HiPl j 

be stopped? Superstars Just Blaze and Ne-Yo battle 

for the higtiest stakes of ttieir careers. 
Go to litigl.coin to see wtio won... and wfiat!! 



The HHGL Championship prize package includes: The custom HHGL 
Championship Belt (designed by celebrity jeweler Han Gholo), 
industry-wide bragging rights, a case of BG7 k-j^. > a i^l 

(NBA Player Ben Gordon's energy drink), and HI 
the exclusive H3 TV System. The H3 is a A , « 

46" LCD flat screen entertainment system ^J^^ * 
designed to support the ultimate gamer with ^^^^^^^^^^ 
dual console integration for simultaneous ^^^^^^ 
split screen viewing, which permits gamers to 9^Bf^C 
play Xbox and PS3 at the same time. Mii« « Parman 



Murs vs. Pacman - Semi-Finals 



Couldn't get a ticket? Check out HHGL.com to see all 
the clips of the performances and appearances by Jazzy 
Jeff, Mims, Rich Boy, Ludacris, Tyrese, Akon & more. 
Log in to get in. 



www.HHGL.com 

The center for hip hop and videogame competitions. Log in to get in. 
Exclusive videos, articles, interviews, photos and more. 



Rollin' Deep 

No matter where you live, 
chances are there's a black bike 
club to hold you down 




VIBE: What's the first thing to consider 
when you're getting a bike made? 
Paul TeutuI Jr.: Well, you gotta think about 
frame style. You got either a soft tail or a 
rigid one. The rigid. . .always looks nicer. But 
if you want to go a longer distance, the soft 
tail will be easier on you. It's got shocks, so 
it's easier to ride. 

What about the engine? 

If you want something for everyday riding, 
go with a lower horsepower; I'd suggest a 
100-inch motor They're still fast — faster 
than a novice wants to go on a chopper — 
but it's a little more reliable. And if you're not 
mechanically inclined, you definitely want 
to go with a more tame motor, because if 
you have carburetor problems, you could 
tinker with it yourself. If you get a big motor 
and you don't know what you're doing and 
you've got carburetor problems, it can be 
a nightmare. 



How Important is the transmission? 

A five speed is good enough for a novice. 
But people go with six speeds so they can 
have that cruising gear If you're going to be 
doing a lot of highway driving, you might 
want to consider a six speed. 

And as for tires? 

A lot of guys go with 300 rear tires. In my 
opinion, 240 tires ride noticeably better. 
The wider the tire gets, the more you lose 
in handling, because the bike wants to stay 
going straight. But if you're getting a wider 
rear tire, you're going to want to go with a 
wider front tire. So if you get the 240 or the 
300, 1 would recommend you get the 31/2- 
inch front tire. 

As far as customizing bikes, what should 
people know in terms of price? 
[Laughs] The more you spend, the more 
you get. D.S. 




Peak performers head to this picturesque stretch of 105 twisty miles, riding the crests of Virginia's 
Blue Rid^e Mountains. Beginning in Front Royal, Va., and winding through Shenandoah National Park 
to the Blue Ridge Parkway, Skyline Drive offers lush scenery packed with wildlife: mainly curious deer 
and the occasional black bear. Great for cruisers and sport bikes alike. For more information, check nps.goi'/slxti. 

LL.B. 



Raising The Bar 

Don't have the right tools to mix your liks this Memorial 
Day? That's a real drinking problem 



CRATE&BARREL 
DRINK POORER ($3; 
crateandbairel.com) 




Photographed by RYANN COOLEY 
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The New Gold Standard 

Remember yellow is only one color in the rainbow 





Clinically proven to treat breakouts 
and the dark marks they leave behind. 



Pimples can cause dark marks. That's why we developed AMBr EVEN & CLEAR™ 
Acne Clearing Treatment. It clears pimples fast while reducing the dark marks 
they leave behind. Its unique formula combines a dermatologist-proven skin- 
clearing ingredient with EVENBLEND;" a combination of Vitamins C, E and 
natural soy. In a clinical study, 7 out of 10 women noticed improvement in the 
appearance of dark marks caused by acne in as little as one week! 



Helps clear pimples 



AmBI. CELEBRATE YOUR^EAUTY EVERY DXV 



To receive a coupon go to www.ambiskincare.com 





Always On Time 

When you're on the run, you need a watch 
built for the elements to keep you in check 
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THE WATCHES ! 



0*0 ""o 



Clockwise from top: HUBLOT 
Big Bang St. Valentine watch 
^ ■ ($22,900; hublot.com): U-BOAT 

o Night Vision automatic watch 
" O ' ($3,850: u-boatwafc/i./tj: ZODIAC 
^ I Super Sea Dragon watch (S275: 
t> zodiacwatches.com): TAG HEUER 

o Link automatic steel watch (S2.450; 

*" " tagheuer.com): ESQ SWISS Blackfin 
_ Swiss quartz movement watch 
o ($550: esqswiss.com) 
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WE GOT YOU COVERED 



Cop yours at vibe.com 

or wherever books are sold. 








Talk To Her 

The Sopranos' Dan\a Ramirez 
screams for attention — 
without saying a word 



Forget walking the walk. All actress Dania Ramirez 
needs to do is talk that talk. And what talk it is — a 
smoky, rough-around-the-edges whisper, two 
parts Punta Cana and one part Bronx. "When they 
say 'action,' I don't have any boundaries," the 
Dominican Republic-born, Jersey-raised scorcher 
pun's over salad at NYC eatery Whym. "I like to be 
exposed — that's why I'm an actress." 

And that's why we watch. From Big Pun's 1 998 
"Still Not a Player" video to her turn as the f lyest evil 
mutant ever in 2006's X-Men: The Last Stand (20th 
Century Fox), Ramirez brings a perfect balance of 
delicate beauty and a sexy, from-the-block some- 
thlng to every role. Take Spike Lee's She Hate Me 
(Sony Pictures Classics, 2004), in which she 
ravages Kerry Washington in a girl-girl scene best 
termed, um, hands on. "We went through lesbian 
boot camp," Ramirez murmurs between bites. "But 
Kerry's hot, so it wasn't that difficult." 

What is difficult is waiting for her to slink across 
the silver screen again: first in the forthcoming John 
Singleton-produced drama Illegal Tender (New 
Deal), then in her fiance Jessy Terrero's thriller, 
Brooklyn to Manhattan (Hallway, 2008). Fortunately, 
there's the final season of The Sopranos (Sun., 
9 p.m. EST, HBO). As Blanca, the sultry older girl- 
friend of wet-behind-the-ears AJ, she's simply, as 
she says, "too much for him to handle." 

"Showing off your femininity is part of being a 
woman," says Ramirez, who's also working on an 
album with Luny Tunes affiliate Nely. "It's funny 
'cause I'm usually a tomboy. I love to drink beer, 
watch football. But at night, I like to dress up, put 
on makeup, and be a sexual being." You don't say. 

Alex Gale 










White swimsuit dress by NORMA 
ALI; bracelets and ring, al! 
by LIA SOPHIA: peep-toe 
(Jals by CESARE PACIOTTI 
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Photographed by MIKE RUIZ 




For click after click 
of celeb pics always 
gotoVIBE.COM 
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Fridays at Midnight/11c 
Beginning April 6 

See it first on HBO ON DEMAND 




©2007 Home Box Olfice. Inc. All tighls rKsen/ed, HBO and HBO On Demand are service marks ot Home Box Office. Inc 





SAVE DARFUR COALITION 



"THE GOVERNMENT 

FILLS THEIR BOMBS 

WITH SHRAPNEL 

TO MARK US WITH THEIR 

HATE." 

MOHAMMED DUFAIA ISHAK, DARFUR SURVIVOR 



THE GENOCIDE IN DARFUR IS WORSENING. 
THOUSANDS MORE WILL DIE IF WE DON T ACT. 
In 2003, Sudanese President Omar al-Bashir moved 
to crush opposition by unleashing vicious armed 
militias to slaughter entire villages of his own citizens. 
After three years, 400,000 men, women and children 
have been killed. 2.5 million driven from their homes. 
Untold thousands raped, tortured and terrorized. 
The efforts of President Bush and other world 
leaders haven't stopped the hon"or. President Bashir 
continues to expand his campaign of terror, killing 
more innocent people every day. 



YOU MUST DO MORE TO SAVE DARFUR. ^ 

2120 L STREET, NW, SUITE 650 • WTASHINGTON, D. C. 20037 MMI^ 

TAKE ACTION AT www.SaveDarfur.org 
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DODGE AVENGER AND VIBE MAGAZINE HOST LEBRON 
JAMES AND JAMIE FOXX ALL-STAR PARTIES 

All-Star Weekend is a celebration that allows fans from around 
the globe to experience the thrill of the world's greatest basket 
ball players in action. Las Vegas was the host for NBA All-Star 
2007, but not all of the action took place on the hardwood floor. 
The All-New 2007 DODGE AVENGER. VIBE and promoters MARC 
& TAZ came together for two of the hottest events to hit the 
strip. NBA All-star, Lebron James hosted the red carpet affair 
on Saturday while Academy Award winner Jamie Foxx, rounded 
out the weekend by hosting the Sunday night bash. 



(1) The All-New 2007 Dodge Avenger, so fresh and so clean 

(2) NBA All-star, LeBron James. (3) Jamie Foxx and friends. 
(4) Audrea Soong interviewing Chris Rock's brother. To 
in the Avenger. (5) Party crowd. (6) James McNulty ( 
& CEO/Fuel Detroit), Dominique Vl/oods (Dodge Events 
nator/GlobalHUE-Detroil). Len Burnett (Vice President/Gro 
Publisher of VIBE), Michelle Bonamy (Dodge VR Associate 
Media Director/PHD-Detroit), and Danielle Hodge (Dodge Prod 
uct Specialist). (7) Jamie Foxx making his much anticipated 
entrance. (8) Partygoers take a minute to smile for the camera. 
(9) Partygoers. (10) Actor and DJ, Idris Elba. (11) Chauncie 
Burton, Marketing Manager of VIBE poses on the red carpet with 
long time friend Joelle Dennard, (12) Actor Tony Rock throws 
up a fighter's stance. (13) Perfect for Everyday Superheroes 






NEXT 

Artists on the Verge 



On a chilly winter evening, in the 
kitchen of her parents' Lithonia. 
Ga., home. Keri Hilson is on her 
third try at a successful batch of Country 
Time Lemonade — and it's still not up to her 
standards. "It's not tangy enough," says the 
24-year-old singer and songwriter of 
hits like Mary J. Bilge's "Take Me As I Am" 
and Omarion's "Ice Box." "Maybe another 
scoop of sugar?" 

But before this sweet-faced perfectionist 
was playing in the kitchen tietween recording 
sessions, the former Emory College theater 
major had it rough, surviving the failure of two 
girl groups (Pretty Toni, masterminded by 
producer Anthony Dent, and D'Sign) and also 
nearly losing her life. Weary from classes, long 
nights in recording studios, and rigorous 
rehearsals, Keri nodded off at the wheel one 
night nearly four years ago. Her car flipped 
over on Atlanta's busy Freedom Parkway. 
"The accident changed my pace." she says. 
"And taught me that quality is more impor- 
tant than quantity." 

Impressed by her work ethic and her 
tenacious attitude toward recovery. Dent 
appointed her as his in-house writer, which 
quickly led to collaborations with artists like 
Usher, Clara, and T.I.. as well as producer 
Polow Da Don. Polow introduced Keri to 
Timbaland. and the superproducer signed 
her to Interscope, then moved her to his 
Mosley Music Group. Her debut, tentatively 
titled In A Perfect World (MMG/lnterscope). 
will be released later this year. World has 
range: The beguiling "Get Me Off (The 
Bench)" is a metaphor for both her passion 
for basketball and her decade-long struggle 
as a singer, while "Happy Juice" is a back- 
woodsy juke-joi nt jam celebrating her favorite 
cocktail, Hennessy and apple juice. 

"I make my music from real situations," 
says Keri. who writes and works with a 
songwriting team called The Clutch. "[This 
album] is all about how women really feel." 
But it's her quest for perfection that keeps 
her grounded. "I'm very far from where I 
wanna be." she says, finally drinking her 
lemonade after she's gotten it right. "I hope 
I never feel like I 've made It." 

IsoulH. Harris 



Looking at some of the artists who are gearing up to record new albums, you might 
iih^:: swcar you were back in the 1 990s, sporting Cross Colours and watching the lat- 
est episode of Martin, tt has to start with MICHAEL JACKSON, the onetime King of Pop, who's working on tracks 
with will.i.am for yet another comeback album, reportedly due later this year. The Black Eyed Peas front man ► ► ► 



NEXT 




has described the record as a contemporary take on Jackson's 1 979 classic Off The Wall (Epic), tt will be the first 
project from MJ since 2001 's lukewarmly received Invincible (Epic). J Records head Clive Davis hopes to revive 
the career of another superstar as he heads into the studio with WHITNEY HOUSTON. Reps for Davis tell VIBE that 
recording hasn't started, but certified liitmakers Ne-Yo and Akon will reportedly be contributing songs. On 
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A SOPERSTAR O J? 
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Mistah F.A.B. 

BAY AREA MC WANTS YOU 
TO GET ON THE BUS 



Photographed by Chris McPherson 
on February 1 2, 2007, In Los Angeles 



Amid the drab furnishings of Oakland's 
One 4 All Barber & Hair Salon, a 
decades-old Donkey Kong arcade con- 
sole sits In one corner, and two dusty, neglected 
peanut vending machines sit in the other. 
Emerging from the drizzle on a dreary winter after- 
noon, East Bay rapper Mistah F.A.B.. 25. waltzes 
in wearing Bulgari shades, limited-edition Nikes. 
and aT-shirt featuring his own countenance air- 
brushed in bright primary colors, lighting up the 
room. "That's just my swag, " he says. "I could 
make pajamas look saucy." 

Thanks to his ostentatious style and rhymes, 
F.A.B. signed his indie latiel Faeva Afta to Atlantic 
Records in September. The Ghostbusters 
theme-sampling "Ghost Ride It," his bubbling 
new single, has taken off, thanks to an irrever- 
ent video getting airplay on MTV. His new album. 
The Baydestrian (SMC/Fontana/Thizz Nation), 
was released independently as a precursor 
to November's major label debut. Da Yellow 
BusRydah. 

"The Baydestrian is gonna have the hyphy 
hyphy hyphy that radio's promoting." FA.B. says. 
"Da Yellow Bus Rydah 's is my commercial album. 
The whole stigma of Bay Area artists is thafl 
(people) feel only Bay Area people will like 
[them). With these albums, I'm proving that to be 
untrue." FA.B. has long toed the line between 
thizzing MC and soul-bearing artist — consider 
the confessional "Worries," from his debut Nig- 
Latin (Straight Hits, 2003), which descrit)ed his 
mother's dmg addiction, his brother's incarcera- 
tion, and the death of his father, a renowned I 
pimp, from HIV. Now he says he needs to put 
all together to become a rap idol. 

"I'm learning how to cater to the 25-and-u 
[set]," he says. "If I can establish tseing one of 
favorites, then I'll be to them what E-40 and Tc 
Short was to me when I was their age. Wh 
Rakimwasto Jay-Z." 

And if that doesn't pan out. FA.B.'s found 
alternate ways of merchandising himself, includ 
ing a skateboard wheel fashioned after hi 
trademark yellow bus and, mayt)e, a men's clott i 
ing line. "We just trying to open up opportunities 
to save ourselves after music." he says. "You 
know, rapping is the easy part." Rachel Swan 
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the hip hop front, there's the much-talked-about reunion of the WU-TANG CLAN, the crown jewel of Steve Rifkind's 
Loud Records throughout the '90s. "The Wu is starting to get a new audience — college kids who were 5 or 6 years 
old when Enter The Vihi-Tang: 36 Chambers came out," says Rifkind, who has signed the Wu to his current imprint, 
SRCAlniversal. Finally, there's 39-year-old MC and former music executive HEAVY D, who hasnt dropped an ►►^^ 
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Chrisette Michele 

THIS GIRL SAYS SHE'S ADULT— ) 
AND SHE'S CONTEMPORARY ' 



Photographed by Barron Claiborne j 

on February 1 5. 2007. in New York 

Chrisette Michele, 24, wants to think of a story, some snippet from 
her life that might make her sound tough. "As I do more interviews, 
I'm realizing that I'm the biggest cornball, " she says, snuggled 
under a blanket on the bottom bunk of her 1 3-year-old brother's bed in 
their Patchogue, N.Y., home. "Growing up, we'd decorate the neighbor- 
hood with Christmas lights and bake cookies," the former Girl Scout 
recalls, unable to come up with anything more sinister. "Now when I'm 
home, I'm up out of this t)ed cleaning church lights, going to schools, talk- 
ing to young girls. Oh my goodness, that's why I'm alive." 

Of course, Michele also lives to make music. Flaised by adesuon father 
and gospel choir director mother, Chrisette Michele Payne — a former 
member of her high school student government, choir, step team, pep 
squad, and African-American Club — says she's "the biggest nerd." But 
Michele had better get used to being cool; her church-bred vocals now 



grace two of the hottest hooks in hip hop, Jay-Z's "Lost One" and Nas' 
"Can't Forget About You." 

As a performance major at Long Island's Five Towns College, Michele 
started putting her bluesy, Billie Holiday-esque vocals to the test at open 
mics throughout New York City. Spotted by lndia.Arie one night, she soon 
began opening for soul stars Angle Stone and Kem, as well as Arie. "My 
whole thing was, / hope they don 't think I'm limited to being a neo-soul 
artist," she says, "t love Celine Dion. I love Whitney Houston. I love adult 
contemporary pop music." 

And that influence, along with jazz and gospel, is apparent on Michele's 
Def Jam Recordings as-yet untitled debut, which Michele wrote in its 
entirety. "I met a lot of bitter people who said, 'You're not gonna make it, 
you're too fat your hair's not right,'" Michele says. "Whatever! I theink God 
my parents taught me who I was." Laura Checkoway 



album since 1 999's Heavy (Uptown/Universal). The 20-year rap veteran has hammered out tracks featuring pro- 
ducers Tim & Bob and Raphael Saadiq for an album set to be distributed by Universal later this year. For the 
Overweight Lover MC, the wave of activity from veteran acts is no surprise. "I've made an album for people in their 
late 20s all the way up to 50," he says. "That demographic needs to be spoken to." Keith Murphy 
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I^Q^I^ig^. SEE IT NOW ON COMCAST CABLE'S 



FREE ON DEMAND SERVICE 




VIBE AND MGD PRESENT THE CRAFT (PART 1) Join VIBE and Miller Genuine Draft at "The Craft" Part One in Chicago 
with performances by Common, Miri Ben Ari, Amiel Larrieux, and Doug E. Fresh. 



VIBE AND MGD PRESENT THE CRAFT (PART 2) Take it back with KRS-One, Rakim, Doug E. Fresh, Lyfe Jennings, 
and Floetry's IVlarsha Ambrosia at ivliller Genuine Draft and VIBE's "The Craft" Part Two. 



VHOLLYWOOD: QUEEN LATIFAH'S SECOND ANNUAL PRE-OSCAR PARTY Celebrate the Oscars in Hollywood with 
Queen Latitah, Lil Kim. Ray J, Kimora Lee Simmons and more. 



BOOMSHOTS: COLLIE BUDDZ Finally Collie Buddz come around— and he's chopping it up with VIBE's Rob Kenner 
exclusively on Boomshots VO.D. Check out a candid interview with Bermuda's new dancehall sensation whose tune 
"Come Around" is taking the world by storm, and catch a sneak preview of his self-titled debut album, coming this 
June from Sony Music. 



VIBE VIXEN BEHIND THE COVER: WENDY WILLIAMS Go behind the scenes with Vl^endy Williams at her VIBE Vixen 

photo shoot - including an exclusive interview with Wendy herself. 

PLUS MORE INTERVIEWS, BEHIND-THE-SCENES COVERAGE AND PERFORMANCES FROM TODAY'S 
HOHEST RECORDING ARTISTS AND CELEBRITIES. 



(Comcast 



VIBE ON DEMAND IS AVAILABLE EXCLUSIVELY IN THE MUSIC 
SECTION OF COMCAST CABLE'S FREE ON-DEMAND SERVICE 
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THE NEW DOUBLE RLBUM FROM UCK!!! 




INCLUDES THE SMRSH HITS: 

THE CHME BELONGS TO ME, 
HIT THE BLOCK PERT Tl, 

PLHYERS HNTHEM PERT THREE E MRFIR, 
COCHINE PERT RICK ROSS 

El take THn HOOD BRCK 

PERT SLIM THUG, VICIOUS & MIDDLE PINCRZ 



2 CDs FULL OF NEW MUSIC FROM 




STORES 05.08.07 

WWW.THE-UCK5.CaM ^ 

c il 



TRAPPED IN THE CLOSET 

BEHIND CLOSED DOORS, EVERYONE'S GOT A LITTLE SOMETHING THAT WOULD SURPRISE YOU 



WHEN BEN DETRICK CHILLED WITH HARD-BOILED RAP DONS BONE THUGS-N-HARMONY ("LIVE ANOTHER DAY," PAGE 88), THE FORMER 
OUIJA BOARD PRACTITIONERS EXTOLLED THE VIRTUES OF FAIRY-TALE-TURNED-BLOCKBUSTER-FAMILY-FILM THE CHRONICLES OFNARNIA 
THE LION, THE WITCH AND THE WARDROBE. SPOOKY VIBE CONTRIBUTING FEATURES EDITOR ROBERT MORALES TOOK ON THE TYPICALLY 
CANTANKEROUS AMY WINEHOUSE ("GENIE IN A BOTTLE." PAGE 98). "I WAS IN A BAD MOOD. AND SHE WAS WORKING OFF A HANGOVER," 
HE SAYS WITH A LAUGH. "SHE WAS TRYING TO FORCE ME TO EAT SOME OF HER SPINACH!" ON SHOOT WITH NEW YORK CITY CONGRESS- 
MAN CHARLES RANGEL ("THE INSIDE MAN," PAGE 1 00), PHOTO EDITOR ROBYN FOREST WAS TAKEN ABACK BY HIS EXPANSIVE PHOTO 
COLLECTION, WHICH CAPTURED YOUNG RANGEL AS ATOO-COOL JAZZ-AGE HEPCAT CHICAGO SUN-TIMES REPORTER ABDON PALU\SCH 
HAS BEEN COVERING THE TRIALS OF R. KELLY ("UNFINISHED BUSINESS," PAGE 76) FOR ALMOST FIVE YEARS. BUTTHE BEAT ISN'T AS BIZARRE 
AS YOU'D THINK — ON ONE OCCASION, UNABLE TO FIND A BABYSITTER, HE EVEN HAD TO BRING A COUPLE OF HIS KIDS TO THE COURT- 
HOUSE: "I TOLD MY WIFE, IT'S NOT LIKE THEY'RE PLAYING THE VIDEOTAPE EVERY TIME. THEY JUST ARGUE LEGAL MOTIONS. THE ONLY 
DANGER IS THEY'LL BE BORED TO TEARS." AND FINALLY IN-DEMAND LENSMAN JOE TORENO WITNESSED "PRETTY BOY" FLOYD 
MAYWEATHER JR. ("BEATS BY THE POUND." PAGE 96) GIVE A LESSON IN TRASH TALK ON HIS U\S VEGAS HOME TURF "ACCORDING TO FLOYD. 
OSCAR DE lA HOYA IS A 'FAKE MEXICAN.'" TORENO SAYS OF THE WIDELY ACCLAIMED "GOLDEN BOY" OUCH! VIBE SAYS, LET'S DO THIS! 












BACKSTORY 
ON THE 
BIG STORIES 



PHOTOGRAPHED BY JOE TORENO 
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Five years after R.Kelly's 
indictment on child-pornography 
charges, there have been plenty 
of allegations, denials, hearings, 
motions, and countermotions, but 
no sign of justice. As Kelly swite 

and brother turn agamst him, 
and as his fifth year without a trial 
comes to a close, R.Kelly keeps 
dropping hits, collecting awards, 
touring the world, and stepfJing 
in the name of love like it s 
all good. VIBE investigates 

By Abdon M. Pallasch 



It's February 21, 2007. Bitter cold in Chicago. 
A champagne-colored GMC SUV pulls up outside the 
newly remodeled Cook County Criminal Courts Building 
on the city's Southwest Side. The door opens. Out steps 
R. Kelly, the notorious hometown hero. His four multi- 
platinum albums and three Grammy awards make him one of the 
most famous entertainers in the world. But his entanglements 
with young women — beginning with his scandalous marriage 
to the late R&B ingenue Aaliyah, who was then just 1 5 — have 
given the married father of three a reputation as a dangerous 
R&B lothario. The State of Illinois prefers another term: child 
pornographer. 

Kelly's dressed crisply and neatly: conventional black suit, white 
shirt, shiny black silk tie, his hair perfectly braided. There togreet 
him as he makes his way to the umpteenth hearing in his end- 
lessly delayed child-pornography trial is. . .no one. Three of Kelly's 
private bodyguards, also wearing dark suits, flank him as he makes 
his way into the building that has now become a familiar stop. 

Back when he first started coming here for regular court appear- 
ances to answer child-pornography charges during the summer of 
2002, crowds of fans would gather, waiting in front to shout, "We 
love you, R. Kelly." Yes, there were a few detractors (or "haters," 
if you prefer), but they were outnumbered by women swooning 
and shrieking his name, crowding in, just trying to touch him. 
Many loudly proclaimed his innocence. At one point, a school bus 
dropped off a group of young children who stood on the court- 
house steps and serenaded him with renditions of his 1 996 movie 
theme "I Believe I Can Fly" and his 2002 confessional "Heaven I 
Need A Hug." 

Kells has been needing that hug since June 5, 2002, the day he 
was indicted in connection with a 26-minute videotape in which 
he appears to be having sex with an underage girl. Bootleg copies 
of the cape (titled Ratee/R.Ke/iyTripk XXX, Vol. /) have been big 
sellers on certain Web sites and street corners, but even after years 
of widespread circulation, the images remain as disturbing as ever. 
A young girl in a white shirt sits in a wood-paneled room with a 
hot tub, taking orders from a voice off camera. A man who appears 
to be a dead ringer for R.Kelly hands her some cash. She thanks 
him, then begins to perform fellatio as saccharine ballads by the 
Spice Girls and Backstreet Boys play in the background. In the 
next scene she stands there naked, gyrating her hips as the man 
moans appreciatively. Next she's straddling him and thrusting, 
then more fellatio. Then, he urinates and masturbates on her face, 
letting the fluids rundown her body, pausing every so often to ten- 
derly wipe her skin with a black towel. The girl lays still and moans 
quietly, her expression blank throughout. After the man finishes 
with her, she stands up and walks away from the camera's gaze, 
leaving the money by the hot tub. 

At various moments in the videotape, the man who strongly 
resembles R.Kelly appears on-screen, adjusting the camera to get 
the best angle — like he's done this before. He calls the girl by her 
first name and prefers that she call him "Daddy." The room, with 
its log -cabin walls, looks a lot like the "Colorado Room" in a man- 
sion Kelly once owned on Chicago's North Side. The mansion's 
new owners told MTV News that they discovered that the room 
had video cameras and a keycard entry system. 
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YOU REMIND ME: (Counterclockwise, from left) 
Kelly arrives at court. August 7, 2002. A still shot from 
one of the alleged Kelly sex tapes. Kelly's June 
2002 mugshot. Former Kelly protegee Stephanie 
"Sparkle" Edwards, whose niece is the alleged vic- 
tim in the Kelly child-pornography case. Kelly signs 
his bond papers at the Polk County Courthouse in 
Bartow, Fla., June 6. 2002. Kelly's estranged wife, 
Andrea, at a party in February 2007. 




In the liner notes to Kelly's 2000 album TP-2.com (J iwe) he refers 
to a particular girl as his goddaughter. She is the niece of R&B 
singer and R.Kelly collaborator Stephanie "Sparkle" Edwards. 
Sparkle cried the first time she watched the tape, saying that she 
didn't want to believe it was true, but knew that it was. She has 
not granted any interviews in the last few years, but her niece has 
testified before a grand jury that she isn't the girl in the video tape. 
Kelly's lawyers use a broader denial: "There is no tape of Robert 
Kelly having sex with an underage girl." 

Kelly's sexual escapades had been the subject of an ongoing 
police investigation forseveral years amid reports ofhim hanging 
out around his old school in Kenwood, telling teenage girls he 
could make them a star and coaxing them into sexual relation- 
ships. And sometimes, he could. But Kelly has been sued at least 
four times by women who claimed some sort of sexual misconduct 
on his part. He settled all those cases out of court for undisclosed 
amounts. He's allegedly settled other threatened cases before they 
were even filed. 

What tripped him up was that videotape. Leaked to the Chicago 
Sun-Times in February 2002 by persons unknown, the tape — 
whether real or, as the defense maintains, fabricated — derailed 
what might have been the greatest year in R.Kelly's remark- 
able music career. He was about to release The Best of Both Worlds 
(Def Jam/Jive), his highly anticipated collaboration with Jay -Z, 
and stood to earn millions from album sales and a tour. Instead, 
the whole thing became an embarrassment. Since that time, two 
other similar videos have surfaced, and police also allegedly seized 
1 2 digital images from a camera in Kelly's Florida house that 
depict, among other things, the singer engaging in sex acts with 
a young female. Yet none of these damning discoveries has pre- 
vented Kelly from doing what he does best — writing, produc- 
ing, recording, and performing. 

But there's no supportive singing from schoolchildren on the 
courthouse steps today. And there hasn't been any for quite some 
time. Only a couple of passersby take note of the troubled soul man 
as he ascends the marble steps and passes through a door where 
Sheriff s deputies allow him — for "security purposes" — to bypass 
the lines of less neatly dressed defendants taking their belts off to 
go through the metal detector. He doesn't mind mingling with 
ordinary folks from his hometown, but this is one 
occasion on which R. Kelly is more than happy to go unnoticed. 

This summer will mark five years since Robert Sylvester 
Kelly was first arrested on 2 1 counts of child pornog- 
raphy. He was relaxed and smiling on June 5, 2002, 
as he was led away from his rented Davenport, Fla. 
house in handcuffs while a group of fans chanted, "We love you." 
Kelly soon released a statement professing his "complete faith in 
our system of justice." He assured his fans that "when all the facts 
come out people will see that I'm no criminal." 

But Cook County State's Attorney Richard A. Devine begged 
to differ. "These indictments hopefully will send a message to 
sexual predators," Devine said at the time, "that taking advan- 
tage of minors will not be tolerated, and that there are severe 
penalties." 

After posting $750,000 bond in a Florida courtroom, Kelly 



VIBB.COM 79 



stood before the world in a bright orange prison jumpsuit, near 
tears. Chicago prosecutors indicted him on 21 counts of produc- 
ing, and soliciting a minor to participate in, child pornography. 
They chose that route instead of pursuing statutory rapecharges 



because child porn was supposed to be easier to prove. Also, the 
pornography charges have fewer statute-of-limitations problems 
and carry the same penalty: 1 5 years in prison. 

Two days later, Kelly arrived at the Cook County courthouse 
with a small entourage and tried to turn himself in. Police said 
they had to treat him just like any other suspect, so Officer Dan 
Hverett cuffed Kelly, put him in a police cruiser, and brought him 
to the Marquette District Police Station to be booked. Kverett 
liad been investigating the singer's sexual escapades for the pre- 
vious three years and has been waiting to testify against him 
ever since, wondering if he'll ever get the chance. 

"R. Kelly outlasted me, " says Everett, who recently retired from 
the Chicago Police Department. "But I don t care how much time 
it takes. I will come back and testify. There s too much hard work 
we vcdone. I m bewildered. I've been a policeman lOycarsand I've 
never seen this. " 

Five years later there is still no trial date in sight. A combina- 
tion of reluctant witnesses, legal maneuvering, and just plain fate 
have allowed Kelly to continue on with his freedom and his career 
largely unaffected as the specifics of his alleged crimes slowly 
fade from public memory. Meanwhile the alleged victim — who 
witnesses will testify was 1) years old when the videotape was 
made — celebrated her 22nd birthday in September. At this point, 
she won't look like a little girl on the witness stand — when and 
if she ever takes it. 

Even by celebrity stamlards, this marathon pre-trial seems 
unusually protractetl. In the time since Kelly was arrested in 
2002, his friend and sometime collaborator Michael Jackson has 
been charged, tried, and acquitted of child-molestation charges. 
Martha Stewart has been charged, tried, and convicted of secu- 
rities fraud and even finished scr\'ing her sentence. American Bar 
Association guidelines recommend that all criminal cases be 
resolved within a year. "It does seem like a lengthy pericxl, " says 
attorney Thomas Mesereau Jr., who represented Michael Jackson 
through his trial. 

Were the alleged victim prepared to testify against Kelly, the 
trial might have progressed at a speedier clip. But because she's 
continuously denied that she's the one in the video, to prove their 
case, prosecutors will have to parade her friends, friends' parents, 
teachers, and other acquaintances before a jury to testify that it 
was indeed her in the videotape. Roimding up almost 200 wit- 
nesses took a good deal of police leg work, but it was all done years 
ago and cannot account for the trial delays since then. 

"I can t believe we're still talking about this," says syndicated 
radio personality Wendy Williams. She says members of "Kelly's 
camp " flew from Chicago to show her the tape. Her tearful broad- 
cast on the next day is the stuff of legend. "I can't believe that 
Ron Isley is in jail for tax evasion, and R. Kelly is still free to run 
loose and out in the streets, " she says. 

"It this was any other .i8-ycar-old man in any other part of 
the country," says Xavier Von Erck, director of operations for 
Pan erted-J HSt ice.iom , an organization devoted to capturing 
pedophiles online, "'he would have been on trial already. Instead 
we're showing people that if you're a celebrity, we'll treat you 
differently. The double standard is unfair. And most peoplearen't 
[allowed] to leave the state when they re accused of charges like 



CAN'T STOP THE MUSIC 

He s g()t a new album scheduled for this month, 
but even without one, R. Kelly has stayed busy. 

Call him audacious, call him stubborn, call him prolific — R. Kelly 
IS never really gone. Even during what seem like his off months, 
Kelly is a force. Now preparing his seventh solo album, Double Up 
(Jive), for release this month, he's remained a fixture on radio 
and on video, even as child-pornography charges loom over him. 
Yet for a man living under a gray cloud, Kelly's music sounds 
as composed as ever, as relaxed and confident as if he were facing 
an appointment with a masseuse, not a possible date with a 
correctional facility. It's as if he's transcended into total artistic 
self-absorption, where nothing exists but his own work. 

In the past few months, he's made three guest appearances, 
recorded one soundtrack single, produced one remix, and made 
three references to his Phantom. Not everything he records is so self- 
indulgent, though. Kelly's longstanding impulse toward absolution 
is evident on "Don't Let Go." It's one of his most optimistic songs in 
years — placed, perhaps dubiously, on the soundtrack to Tyler Perry's 
latest film. Daddy 's Little Girls. More typical of Kells' cheerleading is 
Young Jeezy's "Go Getta," where he plays booster to Jeezy's thug- 
life coach. Perhaps with Jeezy's previous uplift anthem "Soul 
Survivor" on his mind, Kelly sings the hook — "We trap all day, play 
all night /This is the life of a go getta" — in a reedy melody that owes 
a debt to Akon, who made "Survivor" indelible. 

Still, sexual gamesmanship is never far away for Kelly. On Snoop 
Dogg's "That's That Shit," he reminds us where he comes from; "If 
you're looking for some good sex / If you're ever in the 31 2 / Holla at 
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'j^f^^^ STUNNA SHADES ON: Kelly, Jeezy 




a playa." On Bow Wow's "I'm a Flirt," he warns fellas about allowing 
their girls around him lest he steal them away (which is ironic prepa- 
ration for the song's eccentric and weird remix, which doesn't feature 
Bow Wow at all). For his scorching appearance on the remix of Fat 
Joe's "Make it Rain," Kelly hits the strip joint and deals some hard 
decks. "I be drillin' these chicks like Major Payne," he quips, before 
barking, "Don't ask me what my name is / Stupid bitch, I'm famous." 

His game is slightly smoother on the remix of "Promise," a tete- 
a-tete with crunk&B royalty Clara. Her innocence is offset by his 
unflinching directness — C: "What you wanna do?" R; "Hit it hard, 
from the back." Plus, "Promise" offers some possible insight into 
why the man never takes a coffee break, even when the stakes are 
high: "Got cash, got cars, got clothes / So lonely when 1 roll / That's 
why I did this 0 and K collabo." Without work, it seems a player's life 
is one of solitude. Julianne Shepherd 
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The delays work to Kelly's advantage. The 
older the girl looks on the stand, the harder it is 
for jurors to picture her as a vulnerable, 
-helpless 14-year-old. Witnesses' memories 
fade with every passlngyear. 



near 



PRAY FOR ME: Kelly 

surrounded by cheering 
fans as he exits the Cook 
County Circuit Court. 
October 26. 2002. 




R. Kelly's." Especially not to circle the globe giving concerts as 
"The Pied Piper of R&B" and singing, "After the show it's the 
after-party, and after the party it's the hotel lobby. . . " 

State's Attorney Dick Devine, who has been handling the Kelly 
case since the 2002 indictment, says his office has been ready for 
trial for a long time. "This is a case that should be tried as soon as 
possible." 



obert Kelly was born in Chicago on January 8, 1967, 
the third of four children to a devout Baptist moth- 
er, Joann, and an absentee father. He lived for a while 
in apublic housing project in Englewood, then moved 




to the less gang-infested but still rough 
» _ J . Roseland neighborhood on the Far 
B wM South Side. Through all the hard times, 

^ '^fc^ Kelly retreated to music, where he found 
V 1 W solace and hope. 

1 ' I j The courthouse where he is to stand 

I I ' trial is just six miles from Kenwood 

" Academy, Kelly's high school, where 
his music teacher and mentor Lena 
McLin discovered his amazing vocal tal- 
ent and coaxed him into developing it. 
But Kelly neverfinished Kenwood, and 
began jjerforming on Chicago's elevat- 
ed train platforms. An early group he 
was in won $ 1 00,000 on the Natalie 
Cole-hosted Big Break on FOX, but it 
soon disbanded. Wayne Williams, who 
ran the Midwest regional office of Jive 
Records, heard Kelly singing at a back- 
yard barbecue in 1990 and helped get 
him signed to the label. 

Kelly's career quickly took off, both 
as a performer with his backing vocal 
troupe Public Announcement and as a 
songwriter. It was the latter which 
brought his first brush with controver- 
sy when he secretly married the 15- 
year-old singer Aaliyah Haughton (see 
sidebar, page 8.3) after they'd worked 
together on her double-platinum 1994 
debut. Age A in't Nothing But A Number 
(Blackground/Jive). 

In the decade-plus since, Kelly has 
become the most dominant creative 
force in R&B, and one of the most sig- 
nificant pop stylists in recent memory. 
He's put out four platinum albums (three of which are multi- 
platinum) and has had an unchallenged run of chart success. No 
album of original Kelly solo material has failed to crack the top 
two on the Billboard 200 album chart, and he's had eight No. 1 
singles on the BillboardR&B/hip hop singles chart. 

He's also steadily been torn between two poles throughout his 
career. On the one hand, he's the most salacious singer of our time, 
an astonishingly blunt songwriter ("I Like The Crotch On You") 
who, public image be damned, has consistently brought sex to the 
airwaves like no other. On the other, he can be gloriously penitent. 
Songs like "The World's Greatest" and "I Wish" are rich and pro- 
found, some of the most moving ballads of recent years. 
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As Kelly has maintained his spot atop the R&B food chain, 
those who've spent time and energy working against him have 
floundered. In 2002, two African-American activists led regular 
demonstrations against Kelly during his early court appearances. 
But while Kelly's day of reckoning keeps getting postponed, both 
of these men have seen their careers tumble. Self-styled commu- 
nity activist and protest leader Derrick Mosley was charged, tried, 
and convicted on charges that he attempted to extort New York 
Yankees outfielder Gary Sheffield and his wife, singer DeLeon 



Since Kelly was arrested in 2002, 

Miciiaei Jackscn has been 
oiiargeci, tried, and acquitted ef 
cliild-melestatien ciiarges. Martlia 
Stewart has been cliarjgeci, tried, and 

cenvicted ef securities fraud and 
even finished servingher sentence. 



Richards, and is currently serving his sentence (see timeline, 
below). Rev. Bamani Obadele, an associate Baptist minister who 
also made headlines as a community agitator, was hired by Illinois' 
governor for a high-ranking child-welfare position promoting 
adoption. He subsequently resigned amid questions about 
whether he misappropriated state funds. 

While these detractors may be out of the way, Kelly's had 
trouble with people closer to home. He has sparred with his 
younger brother, Carey, whose relationship with Robert has 
varied widely. Back in September 2002, Carey had to join 
the crowd waiting on the courthouse steps to see his brother. 
"He's got the wrong people around him, " Carey said that day as 
he waited in the rain, the hood of his sweatshirt pulled over his 
head. "I shouldn't have to go through a whole lot of people to get 
to him." The brothers eventually sat in court next to each other 
and chatted. Later R. Kelly spokeswoman Regina Daniels tried 
to keep reporters away from Carey. 

Last year, Carey told New York's WQHT Hot 97 that his 



brother abuses his wife, molested a young relative, and is bisex- 
ual. "He's in the closet for real," he said. Inanother interview with 
Dhrania, a hip hop DVD magazine, he said that his brother offered 
him $50,000, a record deal, and a house to say he was the man in 
the video. Carey said he refused. "And I say to America, the crim- 
inal justice system: If you let that nigga off, he's going to do it 
again, trust me. I bet my life on it." Kelly's camp replied that it 
wasn't the first time Carey had made outrageous allegations about 
his brother and declined to "dignify" the claims with any further 

comment. 

"Guys like R. Kelly are look- 
ing for control," says Von Erck, 
of Perverted-J iistice.com . "They 
want to be able to do things out- 
side of the norm that most adults 
won't do. They know if they 
walked up to a 25-year-old 
woman and asked these things, 
they'd get slapped in the face." 

Kelly's former girlfriend Kim 
L. Dulaney says, "He has a dis- 
connect where he doesn't even feel guilt. " In 2003, she wrote a 
roman a clef, Star Struck: An American Epidemic (Unique 
Expressions), which she calls a "thinly fictionalized account of a 
true story," and which closely mirrors the Kelly saga. Though 
she says that she's "still his friend" and wants to support him, she 
hasn't spoken with Kelly in more than a year. "This is the guy who 
has given us all these great things. We submit emotionally to 
Rob.... [But] I hope people don't ruin him by excusing away his 
actions. I believe that his problem is not the kind of problem that 
goes away." 

Kelly associate Henry Love Vaughn — who says Kelly has always 
called him "Uncle" — sued Kelly last year, saying that the singer's 
sidekicks beat him up while Vaughn was watching the NBA All- 
Stargame at Kelly's house. Vaughn says that Kelly got angry when 
he criticized how one of Kelly's daughters was dancing a bit too 
adult-like on the pool table. Kelly's spokesman insisted Vaughn's 
claims were ridiculous, that he got drunk and was thrown out of 
the party. 



OFTHE 



history of 
Robert 
Sylvester 
Kelly 



1990: Kelly is signed to 
Jive Records. 
1991: R.Kelly and a then 
12-year-old Aaliyah 
Haughton begin work 
on her debut album. 
The two were intro- 
duced by Aaliyah's 
uncle, Bany 
Hankerson, who was 
also Kelly's manager at 
the time. 

JUWUYII92: R&B group 
Public Announcement, 
with lead singer R. 



Kelly, releases Bom 
;^to^^e■90s (Jive). 
N0VEMiai993: Kelly 
releases his first solo 



album, 12Play{JNe), 
which includes the 
platinum single "Bump 
N' Grind." Ttie album 




goes on to sell 6 million 
copies. 

miKT31.1994: R.Kelly 
27, marries 1 5-year-old 
Aaliyah; the marriage 
certificate erroneously 
states her age as 18. 
The marriage is soon 
annulled. 

199S: Kelly produces 
Michael Jackson's hit 
single "You Are Not 
Alone" (Epic). Robert 
releases his own R 
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INDECENT PROPOSAL 

R. Kelly s marital history with Aaliyaii 



By 1 991 . R. Kelly had been introduced to 
ingenue Aaliyah Dana Haughton by her 
uncle Barry Hankerson, Gladys Knight's ex- 
husband, CEO of Blackground Entertainment, 
and Kelly's then manager. "I sang for him," 
Aaliyah told VIBE in 1 994, "and he liked my 
sound." Shortly thereafter, Aaliyah, then 12, 
and Kelly, 23, began work on her debut album, 
the presciently titled Age Ain 't Nothing But a 
Wumber(Blackground/Jive). The album, whose 
back cover read, "Written and produced by R. 
Kelly especially for Aaliyah," was released in 
May 1 994, shortly after Aaliyah turned 1 5, and 
became a fast success, thanks to the first sin- 
gle, "Back & Forth," which scaled Billboard's 
Hot 100. The album was eventually certified 
double platinum by the Recording Industry 
Association of America. 

Throughout their musical partnership, 
rumors of a romantic relationship between the 
two persisted, and critics chattered about the 
adult content that Kelly wrote for his teenage 
muse. Kelly's former lover Kim L. Dulaney told 
VIBE she knew of his relationship with the 
underage singer before the news broke, but 
thought it was an "accidental" affair 



"The Aaliyah thing I ^ 
thought was an accident, 
a fluke, because I knew \^ 
that [Kelly] respected 
Barry, so I felt for him to ' 
violate that respect and ^ 
that trust that Barry had [in ^^^^^^ 
him] was an accident," I ^^^^B 

she says. "I knew that 
Aaliyah really looked up to 
Rob and had a crush on Rob, so I thought he 
just fell victim to that association and them giv- 
ing him so much freedom with Aaliyah." 

Aaliyah and Kelly were secretly married at 
the Sheraton Gateway Suites in Rosemont, III., 
on August 31 , 1994 (her age was listed as 1 8 
on the marriage certificate). Once it came to* 
light, the illegal marriage was quietly annulled. 
Her family separated the couple, and Aaliyahi 
allegedly never saw Kelly again. Despite all this,. 
Hankerson and Blackground continued to 
manage Kelly until 2000. Kelly and Aaliyah went 
on to record platinum projects separately. In 
2001 , just as her career appeared to be reach- 
ing superstar heights, Aaliyah was killed in a; 
plane crash after leaving the set of a video 




WE NEED 
A RESOLUTION: 

R.Kelly and Aaliyah 




shoot in the Bahamas. 

Kelly has never spoken publicly about his 
marriage to Aaliyah. Sean Fennessey 



Finally, there's Kelly's wife, Andrea, whom he married in 1 996 
when she was a 22-year-old dancer in his act. Rumors had circu- 
lated for years that she was only staying in the marriage until the 
case was over. She is the mother of R. Kelly's three children — 
daughters Joann and Jaya, and son Robert Jr. But as the child- 
pornography case dragged on, Andrea Kelly hired Chicago's top 
divorce lawyer, Don Schiller, moved out of the house, and got an 
order of protection against Kelly on September 2, 2005. "Last 
summer I was slapped for lying to him and we made up," she told 
the judge. "But I asked for a divorce and he pinned me down and 
continued to hit me, yelling, 'Don't you leave me. Why are you 
leaving me?" The protection order was later dropped, but the 
two remain separated. 



Throughout this whole ordeal, Kelly s music has con- 
tinued to move big numbers. "There was a sjiike 
in his sales as soon as the news started to come out, " 
says Susan Fletcher Mosley, manager of Fletcher's 
One Stop Records on Chicago's South Side. To date, he has sold 
more than 37 million albums, and since his indictment, he's 
released two solo platinum records and appeared on a number of 
popular singles (see sidebar, "Can't Stop the Music," page 80) 
"His fan base is very loyal," says Mosley. "When I was a kid you 
were lucky to know an artist's real name, much less their per- 
sonal life. All you can really judge an artist tor is their music. " 

According to Chicago native John Monopoly, who manages 
Kanye West, Shawnna, and Rhymefest, Kelly has been able to 




5 million copies 
IS96: Kelly marries 
Andrea Lee. a 22-year- 
old choreographer 
and dancer who 
appeared in his "You 
Remind Me of 
Something" video. 
DECmaatSSG: Kelly s 

icularly uplifting 
I Believe I Can FTy," 
featured on the 
soundtrack for 
Space Jam 



No. 2onB*oa?d's 
Hot 100, 

KCOIimiJXiKeilyis 

sued by the first of four 
womei 1 who claim he 
lured them into sexual 



relationships. Tiffany 
Hawkins claims she 
began having sex with 
Kelly in 1991 at the age 
of 1 5. Kolly settles out 
Of court in 1998. 




FailUar25.l9St: . 

wins three Grammy 
Awards for "I Believe I 
Can Ry": Best Male 
R&B Vocal 
Performance, Best 
Rhythms Blues Song, 
and Best Song Written 
Specifically For 
A Motion 
Picture 
or For 
Television 
inil1938 
Kelly is 



arrested for disorderly 
conduct when he 
refuses a Chicago 
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FORGIVE, DON'TFORGET 

A fadier wonders if. in forgiving R. Kelly. 
we must forgive ourselves First 

Even setting aside for a moment the reality of the criminal charges 
against R. Kelly — and yes, I understand that we can't really do 
that — there's no denying that the singer embodies so much that ails 
our society. But as we sit in judgment of him. we can't simply pre- 
tend that this is a problem that only concerns R. Kelly, or even just 
the girls, now women, who stand as his accusers. This is our prob- 
lem — the probiem of celebrity worship and surveillance, 
the probiem of our continued silence in the face of many 
more sexual assaults and rapes in our communities, and, 
ironically, our inability, or lack of willingness, to recognize 
the humanity of those whom we fear and hate. 

Yes, R. Kelly is someone to fear, as we should fear anyone who 
might willingly prey on those less powerful than themselves. As the 
father of two young daughters, I have no problem hating the man who 
stands accused. But when I consider Kelly's music — not the booty- 
poppin' confections that keep him relevant to a fickle and underage 
public, but the tracks where he lays bare his contradictions ( 2000's "I 
Wish," 2000's "Bad Man," and 2004 's "I Sun^nder" immediately come 
to mind) — it is clear that this is a man who has long been telling us that 
his soul was damaged. "Instead of y'all throwin' them stones at me / 
Somebody pray for me," he pleaded on "I Wish." 

Therein lies the thing that puts Kelly in a legacy of tortured and at 
times demonic geniuses who've swaddled themselves in their art 
when their personal demons became overwhelming. In so doing, they 
sought not only redemption, but also forgiveness. 

But that's not something that Kelly has ever once openly asked 
for Instead, he tauntingly calls himself "Tfie Pied Piper of R&B." Many 
of us — and possibly Kelly himself — forget, though, that in the child- 
hood parable, the titular protagonist runs off with our children 
because we failed to "pay the piper" 

We all must pay for the unspoken evils that were done to Kelly; he's 
as frail and damaged as any of us. If Kelly is found guilty of the charges 
currently before the court, he would surely merit the prison sentence 
that awaits. I won't forgive him, but I'd hope that he finds his redemp- 
tion, because it's what his humanity — and ours — deserves. 

Mark Anthony Neal 



keep a strong bond with the public by maintaining hi.s connec- 
tion to the streets. "It was some regular 'hood shit," Monopoly 
says, recalling a 2005 house party on Chicago's West Side where 
he saw Kelly getting his hair braided. "Kelly was in the kitchen 



i. 



with all the people, singing, laughing, talking shit. That inter- 
action made me look at him like, 'Damn, this is a real dude.' This 
guy doesn't have to be on the West Side. People love him because 
he's authentic." 

Despite Kelly's continued popularity as both a performer and 
one ot the most in-demand collaborators in all ol pop music (see 
sidebars, page 86). not everybody in the community has sup- 
porred him. In 2002, protesters picketed outside WGCI-FM, 
Chicago's leading urban radio station. 'There were people on the 
sidewalk with CDs, stomping on them, and it got all over the 
news channels," recalls EIroy Smith, the station's program direc- 
tor. 'But we are not attorneys, we are not judges, and we are going 
to continue to give our listeners what they want — and they want 
R. Kelly." 

"We are a very forgiving people, forgiving toa fiiult," says Wendy 
Williams, who admits that Kelly is a "core artist" whose music 
still plays on stations where her show is heard. When loyal fans 
hear things they don't like, some try to rationalize the truth away. 
A cjuick Internet search turns up lots ot people tjuestioning 
the girls' motives for spending time with Kelly or theorizing that 
he may have been set up. "You gotta separate the man from the 
music, which in the beginning 1 did not know how to do. The 
music is great, but the man is disgusting and he needs to be in jail," 
says Williams. 

Kelly also remains a popular target for comedians like Chris 
Rock, who joked during the 2003 MTV Music Awards that Kelly 
should not be seated near the Olsen twins. In 2004's Barbmhop 
2: Batklii Bus/nm (MGM), Ccdric The Entertainer lampooned the 
notion Kelly was "set up," saying, "He set up the camera. That's 
what he did." On his TV show, Dave Chappelle starred in a mock 
music video for a song called 'Pee On U" set to the tune of Kelly's 
"Ignition (Remix)." More recently, an entire episode of Aaron 
McCiruders Cartoon Network series The Boondocks was dedicated 
to the Kelly drama, pitting black intellectuals and activists against 
Kelly fans in a street brawl. 

With all that said, the hold-ups in Kelly's trial can seem inex- 
plicable to outside observers. But both the prosecution and the 
defense insist that the delay has nothing to do with politics or 
closed-doordeals. Instead, the two sides say they have steadily been 



police officer's request 
to turn down his car 
stereo. Charges were 
later dropped. 
D(KMtai199t: R.Kelly 
and Celine Dion's "I'm 
Your Angel" (Epic'Jive) 
duet debuts at No. 1 
on Billboard's Hot 1 00. 
WnMKlIZM Kelly's 
fifth sob album. 
rP-2. corn (Jive), 
debutsatNo. 1 on The 
Billboard 2Q0. 
FDHUTZm: The first of 



tv« sex tapes is 
anonymously sent to 
the Chicago Sun- 
Times. The man. who 
bears a resemblance 
to Kelly, IS engaged in 
sexual acts with a 
female who appears to 
be underage. 
mZOII: Tracy 
Sampson, an aspiring 
rapper, files a lawsuit 
against Kelly claiming 
she tiegan having sex 
\Mlh him when she v^as 




17. Kelly will again 
settle out ot court. 
rQHiir2MI2:TI-ieSun- 

77mes receives a sec- 
ond sex tape. Kelly will 
later be arrested after 
investigators claim it 
depicts him engaged 
in a various sex acts 
with a 14 -year-old 
female. 

iOHMItkJMZ: Kelly 
performs as part of 
ofjeningact at the 



Lake Cit^/. Utah. 
mmAimtTheBest 

of Both Worlds {Dei 
Jam/Jrve),ajoint 
album with Jay-2, is 
released. 
nilZNtOnan 
appearance on a Los 
Angeles radio show, 
singer Sparkle, Kelly's 
tormer protegee, 
claims that the girl in 
the second sex tape is 
her niece. 
J0tlf5,2!)W:Kellvis 
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BACK AND FORTH: 

Kelly In repose. 
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arguing motions and countermotions, incliing a little bit closer 
to trial all the time. 

For much of the first three years, the proceedings in Courtroom 
500 before Judge Vincent Ciaughan, a no-nonsense Vietnam vet, 
were arguments about what year the alleged crime took place. 
According to the indictment, the tape was made sometime 
between November 1997, when the girl was 1 .■>, and February 
2002, when she was 17. Kelly's attorneys argued that this span 
was too big a window to defend. Prosecutors then shrunk the win- 
dow to the ^^ months between January 1998 to November I, 
2000. In the background of the tape, you can hear audio from a 



He's the most 
salacious singer 
of our time, an 
astonisliin£[ly 
blunt songwriter 
O'l Like The Crotch 
On You") who has 
consistently 
brought sex to 
the airwaves. On 
the other hand, 
songs like 'i Wish 
are rich and 
profound. 



music video show playing "Let's Have a Party" by 
the Backstreet Boys and "Too Much" by the Spice 
Girls. Those were hits in late 1998/early 1999, 
when the victim was 14. An advertisement can be 
heard for loan outfit The Money Store, which clo.sed 
its doors in 2()()(). If prosecutors use that recording 
to date the tape, Kelly's lawyers could argue it was 
just a video recording of that show, replaying years 
later when the girl was of age. Additionally, the state dropped 
seven of the 2 1 counts after realizing rhey dealt with a specific 
law passed after the alleged encounter on the videotape. 
Ultimately, the number of counts matters little. If he is found 
guilty of even one, the potential jail time is the same. 

When they have not been arguing about years, the lawyers and 
prosecutors have been arguing about experts. Each side has hired 
experts from around the country to argue whether the video was 
doctored and whether the girl was actually underage. Each side 
gets to object to the other side's experts and to demand to see 
their credentials. 




arrested in Davenport, 
Fla., and indicted on 
21 counts of child 
pornography, based 
on the second tape. 



JUU 2002: Kelly releases 
the single "Heaven I 
Need a Hug" (Jive). 
J«NUUr22.2M3: Kelly IS 
-lagalnon 12 
counts of child pornog- 
raphy in Miami, During 
a search of his Rorida 
fTome tack in June, 
police allegedty found 
12 nude digital ptvDtos 
of what they claimed 
was an underage 
female, Tlie charges 
wane later dropped. 



FEIIUURYI8.20«3: 

Chocolate Factory 
(Jive) is released and, 
despite Kelly's child- 



porn controversy, ex-girif nend Kim L. 

debuts at No, 1 on The Dulaney publishes Sfar 



Billboard 200. 
DEI»«E]I2MI3: R.Kelly's 



Strvck: An American 
Epidemic {llri\q[je 




Expressions), a "fic- 
tional" work that stie 
acknowledges bears 
many similarities to her 
relationship with Kelly. 
tU6(IST24. 2004: Kelly 
releases his second 
double album, Happy 
People/U Saved Me 
(Jive), which goes on 
to sell 3 million copies. 

and Jay-Z kicl\of; 
The Best of Both 
Worlds tour 
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Meanwhile, in Florida, police and prosecutors were growing 
tired of waiting for the trial in Chicago to start. They charged 
Kelly with 1 2 counts of child pornography for the images on a 
digital camera that they discovered in his Davenport home when 
he was first arrested. These images allegedly showed Kelly and 
the same girl from the 26-minute video in similarly compromis- 
ing situations. But two weeks after the seven counts were dropped 
in Chicago, a judge ruled that Florida pol ice had no right to con- 
fiscate Kelly's camera and threw out the case against him there. 
Kelly's publicists issued press releases touting k>oth victories. 

Heading Kelly's legal team is attorney Ed Genson, one of the 



top criminal defense lawyers in Chicago, known for his high- 
powered clients, including many prominent members of 
Chicago's political establishment. At any time in the last four- 
plus years, Genson could have invoked state "speedy trial" rules 
requiring prosecutors to begin their case within four months or 
drop it. He has not. 

Over on the prosecutors' side sits Shauna Boliker, who sports 
long blond hair, a sunny disposition, and a track record of 
winning convictions. Boliker heads the historically overworked 
1 5-attorney Cook County State's Attorney's Sex Crimes Unit. 
She and her colleagues are preparing to try Daniel McCormack, 




IX:TNE12(l04:Amid 

mmors of unprofes- 
sional ism and Jeal- 
ousy, and after a 
meml3er of Jay's 
entourage allegedly 
sprayed Kelly with 
pepper spray, Kelly is 
bounced from the 
tour. 

0CT0HR2E.2»U. 

Unfinished Business 
(Jive), rumored to be a 
compilation of old 
tracks from the ses- 
sions of Kelly and Jay- 



Z's previous album, is 
released. 

N0VEMBEll2004:Fom^er 

activist Derrick Mosley 
claims to have a sex 
tape featuring Kelly 
with gospel singer 
DeLeon Richards, 
wife of baseball player 
Gary Sheffield. Mosley 
is later convicted of 
trying to extort 
Richards for money in 
exchange for destroy- 
ing the tape. 
NmilMnZIIU: Kelly files 



a $75 million lawsuit 
against Jay-Z and the 
tour promoter. Jay 
filesacountersuit, 
which is dismissed. 
Kelly's claim is still 
pending. 
SEniMIEII2005:R. 
Kelly's wife, Andrea 
Kelly appears in a 
Chicago court and 




accuses her husband 
of hitting tier. She 
obtains an order of 
protection against him, 
which she later drops. 
WVEMnZOK: Kelly 
releases his epic mini- 
opera Trapped in the 
Closet Chapters 1-12 
(Jive). The DVD will sell 
2 million copies. 
2116: Kelly's brother 
Carey Kelly tells a 
DVD magazine that 
Kelly offered him 
$50,000, a house. 



and a record deal to 
take thie child-pornog- 
raphy charges for him. 
JUNE2t)«: Judge 
Vincent Gaughan rules 
that the press and the 
public will be at)te to 
view the sex tape. 
(ICT0KR4.2IIK: Henry 
"Love" Vaughn files a 
suit against Kelly 
claiming the singer 
and some of his asso- 
ciates attacked him. 
As of press time the 
suit is still pending. 
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12 PLAY WE 
BELONGTOGETHER 



l:ven wlicn only holJini: down lulFa record. 
R. Kelly leaves a mark. Ht-rc are adozen of his 
essential coUahorarions 



R. Kelly feat. Ronald and 
Ernie Isley: "Down Low 
(Nobody Has To Know)" 
4fi> from 1 995's R. Ke//y (Jive) 

.1 Kelly's never harmonized 



songbird with some burnished 
sexuality. 

Sparkle feat. R.Kelly: "Be 
Careful" from 1998's Sparkle 
(Interscope) Former protegee 
Sparkle scored only one hit with 
Kelly, this simmering warning cut. 
The moody song would become a 
fitting emblem of their troubled tale. 
Fat Joe feat. R. Kelly: "We 
Thuggin"' from 2001 's Jealous 
Ones Still Envy (Atlantic) 
A pitch -perfect example of how 
R. can make anyone sexy Fat Joe 
was a NYC classicist before this 
song. Afterward, he was rocking a 
blue mink. 

Jay-Z& R.Kelly: "Take You 
Home With Me a.k.a. Body" from 
2002's The Best of Both Worlds 
(Def Jam/Jive) 

From the wreckage that was their 
Ses( olBoth Worlds project. Jay 
and Kelts delivered one gem, this 
percolating club track about (what 
else?)freakin' that thang. 
Nrvea feat. R.Kelly: 
"Laundromat" from 2001 's 
WiVea (Jive) Another in a long line of 
young females Kelly has en-, raised 
up. ..with his vocal talent. Nivea 



never sounded fresher or sharper. 
Ginuwine feat. R. Kelly, Baby, & 
Clipse: "Hell Yeah (Remix)" from 
2003's The Senior (Sony) 
On this precursor to his surging 
remix work, R. commandeers the 
track, swooping in to take you to 
IHOR where the cheese 'n' grits 
flow like wine. 
R. Kelly feat. Jay-Z and 
Boo&Gotti: "Fiesta (Remix)" 
from 2003 s The R. in R&B 
Collection Volume 1 (Jive) 
Never have these two men been 
more in sync: Jay at the height of his 
hedonistic period, R. gliding over a 
smooth salsa guitar. 
R. Kelly feat. Big Tigger & 
Cam'Ron: "Snake (Remix)" from 
a 2003 single (Jive) On this recent 
example of the Chicago crooner's 
lascination with rap-singing, Kells 
out-weirds even Cam'Ron. 
Splendidly off-the-cuH. 
Cassidy feat. R. Kelly: "Hotel" 
from 2004's Split Personality (J) 
At the time Cassidy was best 
known as a fierce battle rapper. 
This flamenco-tinged sex jam intro- 
duced him to pop America. 

Sean Fennessey 




better than he does on this 



soap-operatic duet with Mr. Biggs. 
This is epic, even for Kelly 
Mary J. Blige feat. R. Kelly: "It's 
On" from 1997's Share My 
World (MCA) A pristine exercise in 
dream-like soul for the two most 
iconic artists in contemporary R&B. 
This is the last time they worked 
together. 

The Notorious B.I.G. feat. 
R. Kelly: "#!'@ You Tonight" 
from 1997's Life >Hfter Death 
(Bad Boy) Both men met their 
match in lewd pillow talk here. No 
subtlety whatsoever. 
Celine Dion & R. Kelly: "I'm Your 
Angel" from 1998's These Are 
Special Times (Epic) and R. 
I (Jive) This is Kelly's pinnacle of 
& high-class schmaltz. Dion gives 
H Kells a little soccer-mom cred, 
f 1 and R. supplies the Canadian 



a Catholic priest, for allegedly abusing three boys at his parish. 
They are also pursuing cold cases from decades ago reignited by 
new DNA tests, and dozens of other crimes that will never make 
national news but whose victims — unlike the girl in Kelly s 
case — are willing to take the stand and testify against their 
alleged attackers. 

Of course, the delays work to Kelly's advantage. The older the 
girl looks on the stand, the harder it is tor jurors to picture her as 
a vulnerable, near-helpless 14-year-old. Witnesses' memories fade 
with every passing year. And Kelly is not rotting in jail. He is out 
on bond, making money, and paying his legal bills in full. Both 
sides could begin plea negotiations at any time, but they haven't. 
Undoubtedly, Kelly would prefer an acquittal, and as long as he 
can keep paying his lawyers to put on a well-funded defen.se, he 
might feel that he has a good shot at one. 

Says Allen Mayer, Kelly's spokesman: "Mr. Kelly believes in the 
legal process and the fact is that sometimes the process goes very 
slowly. He remains confident that when all the facts come out in 
court, it will be clear that he is not guilty of any crime." 

Drawing things out has the added benefit of allowing R.Kelly 
to continue recording and performing. Every time he leaves Cook 
County, he must check in with a court representative and refrain 
from contact with any children other than his own. 

The delays are beginning to wear on Judge Gaughan. "This is 
getting a little frustrating — the work isn't getting done," he told 
the attorneys on June 8, 2006, four years after they began appear- 
ing in his courtroom. He implored them to speed up the pace of 
the proceedings. Some legal experts say he could lean harder on 
both sides to get this case to trial. 



Back in the courtroom, today's hearing lasts not even five min- 
utes, as do most of R. Kelly's hearings these days. Kelly's attorneys 
say they have one more report from their video expert to get to 
prosecutors and promise to do so by the next hearing. Most of the 
discu.ssion between the attorneys happened before the actual hear- 
ing, in the judge's chambers, without any court reporter present. 
Gaughan's invitations to chat over coffee in private seem to vio- 
late the spirit if not the letter of Illinois State Statute, which aims 
to have pre-trial motions aired in public. 

Such behind-closed-doors discussions only fuel speculation 
that Kelly will never go to trial, that some deal has been worked 
out with prosecutors to string the case along, or that there have 
been negotiations toward a plea deal. Attorneys for both sides 
insist that none of those rumors is true. A month after express- 
ing his frustration, Judge Gaughan fell from a ladder at his home 
and broke several bones, taking him off the bench for several 
months. Any chance of a Kelly trial was pushed to last fall, and 
it still hasn't happened. 

"It's stressful," Kelly told VIBE in 200'i about his legal battles, 
"but not to the point where I'm gonna jump off a building, drug 
it up, drink it away, or smoke it away. With the help of God and 
the help of family and all of my fans, I can get through." 

AJJitiiitial reporting by Shaiina Barbosa. Lciura Checknway. 
Risa Dixon, Elayne Fluker, Kevin S. Ford, Keith Murphy, Katie 
Patterson. Lacey S. Sborttvay, and Mark Sundstrom □ 



J/ 



For more on the R. Kelly saga, from music 
to the courthouse, check out ViBE.COM 
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A DECADE AGO, 

BONE TNUGS-N- 
HARMONY 

WERE ON TOP 
OF THE WORLD. 
THEN, JUST AS QUICKLY, 
THEYWEREkl'T 

NOW, Ttife-Y'RE 
DOWN^TO 

(one incarcerated, one in the wind), 

BUT ARMED FOR 
THE FUTURE WITH AN 
INCREDIBLE 

NE\Mf SINGLEp 

A PARTNERSHIP WITH 
SWIZZ BEATZ, 
AND A CACHE OF 
TOP COLLABORATORS 
ON THEIR 

NEW Ai-iiUIVI. 

BEN DETRICK WATCHES 
THEM SURVIVE TO 




ANOTHER 




PHOTOGRAPHED BY 
STEPHAHIE PFmENDER 8TYLANDER 

ON FEBRUARY 8, 2007. IN NEW YORK CITY 
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he leisurely affluence in the lobby of New 
York's Trump International Hotel and Tower 
is a world removed from the bedlam that once 
was the corner of East 99th Street and St. 
Clair Avenue. Back then, in their treacherous 
neighborhood on the east side of Cleveland, 
the teenagers who later became Bone Thugs- 
N-Harmony stiffened their collars against the 
cruel Lake Erie wind and hoped for dope 
fiends to come along. 

The crew is better appointed on this frigid 
February evening, decked in crisp Timber- 
land hoodies and sporting soap-bar-size dia- 
mond medallions. Ignoring the expressions 
of curiosity on the faces of the hotel's mostly blue-blooded clientele, 
the Thugs, who've seen their share of posh hostelries during their 
decade-plus career, feel right at home. "This is where I 'm supposed 
to be," jokes Charles "Wish Bone" Scruggs as the elevator glides up 
from the lobby to his room. "I'm a star." 

And like any self respecting celebrity, he's unimpressed by the 
accommodations, until a drapery is pulled back to reveal a magnif- 
icent view of Central Park and an endless expanse of skeletal, leaf- 
less trees. He and the rest of the group — Steven "Layzie Bone" 
Howse and Anthony "Krayzie Bone" Henderson — settle in, crack- 
ing open Swisher Sweets spines and thumbing through channels on 
the plasma television. MTV is airing a retrospective of Yo! MTV Raps, 
the groundbreaking show thataired from 1988 to 1995. Clips are shown 
of Busta Rhymes freestylLng in Union Square, MC Hammer audi- 
tioning dancers (one of whom is Jennifer Lopez), Ed Lover doing his 
eponymous, seizure-like dance. "We sat on the couch with Fab 5 
Freddy," says Krayzie testily. "And I bet you they don't say shit about 
Bone. Ifthey do, it'll be a big shock." As expected, the program makes 
no mention of the Cleveland boys, and MTV is soon traded in for a 




NOTORIOUS THUGS: 

Krayzie. Bizzy, Flesh, Wish, and Layzie ' 
backstage at a September 1 997 
concert in New Yorl<. 
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heated series of NBA 2K7 games between Layzie and Wish. 

Bone Thugs-N-Harmony have sold approximately 11 million 
albums, but they're accustomed to such dismissive treatment. 
Cognoscenti rarely mention the group as belonging in the pantheon 
of aU-time greats. Others have bitten the group's style, they say, with- 
out proper credit. For much of the past five years the group didn't even 
have a major-label deal. But Bone Thugs' new album. Strength and 
Loyalty, and a contract with Swizz Beatz's Full Surface Records are 
what they've been waiting for — waiting a long, long time. 

INTHE EARLY 1990s, FIVE STTtEETWISE Cleveland kids 
hopped a Greyhound bus to Los Angeles after speaking on the phone 
with Eric "Eazy-E" Wright, founding member of N.W.A and co- 
owner of the seminal gangster-rap label Ruthless Records. Failing 
to meet the Jheri-curled mogul in the City of Angels, the group 
learned he was performing in their hometown and returned in time 
to successfully sway Eazy with an impromptu backstage audition. Bone 
became an unexpected phenomenon, thanks to an innovative blend 
of high-speed rapping, reticulating melodies, and harsh subject mat- 
ter that fiised into a beautifiil and haunting nihilism that was still mel- 
lifluous enough to ascend the pop charts. Thanks to breakthrough 
songs like "Tha Crossroads" and "ist of Tha Month" (both from 
1995's quadruple-platinum E. 1999 ftema/), they became stars. The 
Thugs took home a Grammy Award for best group in 1 9 9 6 . They col- 
laborated with both the Notorious B.I.G. and Tupac Shakur. 

Then it began to fall apart. "We got a ride in Sandusky, Ohio, called 
'The Demon Drop' [at Cedar Point amusement park), and that's what 
it felt like," says Layzie, 32. "Take you on the biggest heights you can 
go on, and then drop you off, and then yank you back up again." 

Not all the hard curves were of their own making. In late Febru- 
ary 1995, Eazy-E checked into the Cedars- Sinai Medical Center in Los 
Angeles, complaining of respiratory problems. By March 26 he was 
dead due to complications from H IV. the virus that causes AIDS. The 
group's 1996 video for "Tha Crossroads" depicted them 
paying homage to their departed mentor. But Eazy's 
death marked a decidedly less spiritual crossroads in 
reality: Ruthless fell under the control ofTomica Woods- 
Wright, who became Eazy's wife at a bedside ceremony 
just 12 days before his death, and Eazy's fortune became 
the center of a flurry of lawsuits. Bone languished. "All 
you heard about was people fighting for the money and 
pieces of his estate," Wish, 32, remembers. Aside from 
disrupting their momentum, they believe the nature of 
Eazy's death saddled them with the stigma of an illness 
that remains misunderstood. "The way he died, with 
AIDS, I think we lose a lot of respect because of that," 
says Wish. "To me, it should have been totally the oppo- 
site way, because people are a lot more conscious of the 
disease now." 

Chafing at their new employer, and lacking Eazy's guid- 
ance, the Bone Thugs were adrift. "When you black, 
young, from the ghetto, and a little bit deprived, when 
you get something, you gonna act a fool," Wish says. Mem- 
bers of Bone found themselves hurtling back toward the 
life they believed they'd escaped. "We was cocky; we 
was toting guns," says Layzie. "We was doing shit 
asshole-backwards." 
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The arms race shuddered to an end in September 2000, 
when Stanley "Flesh-N-Bone" Howse, now 32, was sen- 
tenced to II years in California state prison for pulling an 
AK-47 assault rifle from a baby's crib in his Woodland Hills 
apartment and pointing it at a friend. The lengthy bid ran 
concurrently with charges that Flesh, a sometime member 
of the group, accumulated after showing up at a relative's house with 
a shotgun. "He was made an example of." says Layzie, who sends 
monthly letters to Pleasant Valley State Prison. "Thaf s my brother, 
my dog, a nigga I go to war with any day. That shit tore me in half 

Flesh-N-Bone's incarceration was a stumbling block, but his pres- 
ence on Bone's most popular work was nominal. Bryon "Bizzy Bone" 
McCane, on the other hand, was arguably the group's most recog- 
nizable member. Pale and gaunt beneath an explosion of dark curls, 
Bizzy possessed an angelic voice and the otherworldly presence that 
made Bone's flirtations with the occult more convincing than com- 
ical. A victim of a torturous upbringing that included abduction, 
molestation, and foster care, Bizzy exhibited erratic behavior from 
the moment the ink dried on their Ruthless contracts. "After we got 
our first check for $80,000 apiece, Bizzy was gone," says Krayzie, 
33. "He was never the same again. People talked Bizzy up — he's going 
to be the next Michael Jackson, he's going to sell 10 million records, 
this and that — but [his solo album] came out and it didn't do what 
people said. I think that was a major blow to his ego." 

Last contributing to the group on 2002's THug World Order, Bizzy 
has continued his erratic behavior since then. He walked out on a 
2002 New York concert midway through the group's set and was 
kicked out of the group. More recently, he made news for rambling 
on a Houston radio station about roaming jjenniless throughout Ohio. 
Bizzy agreed to rejoin Bone for their Full Surface album, but nev- 
er showed up for the studio sessions. 

"Coming from where we came from, it's nothing that should 
have [kept them] from being a part of what we're doing," Wish says 
of Bone's two missing members. "They just lost their mind in the 
middle. There's no excuse for that type of shit. Ain't nobody trying 
to go back. Not me, not ever." 

SWIZZ BEATZ ISirTPLANNINQTO BOOK the Bone Thugs 
any return trips to East 99th and St. Clair — unless it's for a video 



'"COIVmC FROM WHERE WE CAME FROM, rrS 
NOnWiGTHATSHOULD HAVE [KEPTBIZXY 
BONE AND FLESH-N-BONE] FROM BEMG A 
PARTOF WHATWEUE DOINaTlEYJUST 
LOST 



—WISHBONE 

shoot. "Bone is the best rap group of all time," he says, sounding 
more like a die-hard fan than an executive pitching his newest prod- 
uct. "Name another rap group that's more versatile, more creative 
than Bone. Hell, no." 

Swizz first became intrigued by the idea of working with the Bone 
Thugs two years ago, and, after the group independently released Thug 
Stories on Koch in 2006, he inked them to his label last fall. Despite 
the fact that the group last hit the Billboard Hot 100 with 1997's "If I 
Could Teach the World," all parties involved are convinced that Bone's 
double-time deliveries and weaving harmonies will resonate in a world 
where everyone from R. Kelly to Nelly is sing-rapping, the style's Cleve- 
land heritage all but forgotten. "The industry tried to take our sound 
and run with it," Layzie says. "There was a lot of bitterness." 

Krayzie — who recently took home a Grammy for "Ridin'," his 
2006 collaboration with Chamillionaire — became so finstrated that 
he couldn't bear to watch BET. "Everybody love Bone, but why don't 
p>eople respect us like they love us?" he asks. "It's a slap in the face." 

Confident the group's sound can be updated, Swizz has amassed 
an army of contributors for Strength and Loyalty: Akon, on the lead 
single, "I Tried"; Mariah Carey, Jermaine Dupri.The Game, wUl.i.am, 
and even former Bone rival Twista. Such a pronounced emphasis 
on guest appearances gives the project a feel both optimistic and 
uneasy — it's both a celebration of the group's rebirth and an oppor- 
tunity for their admirers to pay their respects. 

But just because Bone Thugs were down, they're not ready to be 
counted out. Just before walking into the Trump Tower, Layzie had 
been sprawled in a chunky, label-fiimished black SUV. On his cell 
phone, he was gently chiding one ofhis children, who was complain- 
ing of a stomach ache. 

"I heard you don't want to go to school, " Layzie said gently. "Thaf s 
what kids do, go to school." Then he popped the question that Bone 
Thugs-N-Harmony are finally ready to have people stop asking 
about them: "What you gonna do, sit around all day?" □ 
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HOUSTON'S BIGGEST STARS — PAUL WALL, MIKE JONES, 
CHAMILLIONAIRE, SLIM THUG, AND LIL' FLIP — ARE BACK FOR 
ANOTHER TASTE OF THE UMELIGHT 

^> . , 

In 2005, the insular rap scene in Houston finally txplodeii on^the national 
consciousness. Sparktcl b\>Af ike Jones, Slini Ihut;. and Paul Wall's molasses- 
slow hit "Still Tippin'," the reuion ^^n<^H a'lte^'' .m- neratlon of major-label 
superstars in what felt like an insdMitjIirin^-if; wiili thcttiNs oo/y beats, twang- 
thick raps, diamond mouthpiecewii^galloii'< of candy paint. Then, just as 
the scene appeared to recede fromHeBfel||j\v Texan ( lianii I liotiasre's second 
single, "Ridin," began a historfc rimoU tliL- p<>p clUircs, ktoepint; rhe city on the 
national radar. Now five of the sect's most successful \w, are l'>^k with new 
albums — and they're intent on stayinBrue to their Texas rootsJ-ossoVer b^" : 
damned. Will they be able to keep moreBan their city on lock? 



Paul Wall 



WHITE HEAT As famous for his osten- 
tatious mouthpieces as for his slow, flashy 
raps, Paul "Paul Wall" Slayton is Houston's 
shiniest rapper. Once teamed with 
Chamillionaire, he made his solo debut in 
2005 with The Peoples Champ (Swishahouse/ 
Asylum/Atlantic), which debuted at No. 1 
on the Billboard album chart and spawned 
the drowsy single "Sittin Sidewayz," fea- 
turing Big Pokey. 

PAPER CHASE Paul, 27, has been busy 
with guest appearances alongside artists from 



Freeway to Trac. Plus, he still chops-and- 
screws the occasional album, a holdover 
from his days as a DJ-apprentice to 
Swishahousedon Michael Watts. Now he's 
set to release his follow-up. Get Money. Stay 
True (Swishahouse/Asylum/Atlantic). "A 
lot of times when artists grow and sec some 
cheese from success, they change up their 
format or the way they do things," says Paul. 
"The main thing we trying to do is just stay 
in our lane." There will be a couple of 
detours, though, with appearances from 
Travis Barker (formerly of blink- 182). 



GET YOUR SHiNE ON With his 



longtime partner in 
Johnny "TV Johnny 
launched a Web site, .t; 
as well asa lineofdi.im 
Additionally, he and DJ 
with Zenetti wheels t( 
Finally, there's also Expcn^ 



grill business, 
ang, Wall has 
iliypai/luall.mm, 
-1-bezel watches, 
have partnered 
a line of rims. 
Taste, Wall's 



rough-edged (and still unrt leased) side 
project trio with Barker and Skinhead Rob 
(of The Transplants). "All three of us are 
so different, but we have expensive tastes. 
It's just the Htestyle we lead. " 
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WHO? OH, HIM Of all his Houston 

compatriots, Jones was easily the most ubiq- 
uitous, thanks to his riotous chant "Who? 
Mike Jones!" and his endless recitation 
of his now immortal phone number (281- 
330-8004!). His debut, the hook-heavy 
Who is Mike Jones? (Swishahouse/Warner 
Bros. /Asylum), went double-platinum, 
thanks to theSalih Williams-produced hits 
"Still Tippin"' and "Back Then." 

LIVING THE DREAM Jones new album, 
Tlx A iNciuan Dream (Swishahouse/Warner 
Bros./Asylum), will be bundled with an orig- 



inal movie of the same name. Starring who.' 
Mike Jones. The album will feature more 
of the same candy-painted Cadillac talk of 
his debut, but Jones hasn't forgotten his 
female fans. "My first album was very male- 
driven," he says. "This time 1 got something 
for the ladies" — a fact that plays out on 
tracks featuring R&B crooners Lil' Mo, 
LcToya Luckett, and Trey Songz. Ever diplo- 
matic, Jones also says he's not worried 
.ihour the prospect of a failure to launch for 
Space Cir\ I ".S.A. the second time around. 
"We really not tryiii' to steal the light from 
no other city," Jones says from outside 



Houston's Club Ice Age, a venue he promotes 
every Sunday night. "We just trying to let 
people know Houston is relevant." 

SCREEN TIME Jones, 26, appeared on 
a few episodes of Fox's Prison Break last 
season and says he's set to show up on the 
silver screen, too. "The William Morris 
Agency sent me all types of scripts," he says. 
"I'm finna start working with Morris 
Chestnut, Queen Latifah, EvaMendes,and 
a whole bunch more people. I just had to 
get finished with the album. Now I'm finna 
start being in movies." 
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I'lreallyflottiyio'to 
steal thelightfrom no 
otliercity.Wejusttryio|; 

fl toletpeoplekDow 
HonstonisreleYant." 
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Chamillionaire 



COLOR ME BADASS Though Hakt em 
"Chamillionaire" Seriki was one otHoustoii's 
loudest voices before the city's explosion — 
thanks to 2002's Get Ya MinJ Cmi-eci (Paid 
In Full), his shared album with Paul Wall, 
and 2004 's legendary three-disc TheMixtape 
Messiah — he was the last to blow up. Last 
year, "Ridin," featuring Krayzie Bone, from 
the platinum TheSomiJo/RefengeiUnvveKal), 
became a pop crossover smash, earning 
him a Grammy this year for Best Rap 
Performance by a Duo or Group. 

SECOND-ROUND KO I m still getting 
used to all the fame," Chamillionaire says. 
"It's still awkward to me how so many 
people can claim to love you because of a 
hot song. People who know me will tell 
you that it's hard for me to trust just anybody. 
I still have trust issues with my fans 
and wonder if they are gonna stay as faithflil 
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as they say they will." So, fofgo^flj^laXifpl- 
resting, Chamillionaire hfes upped the ante 
on Ultimate Victory, whiilh^ht executive- 
produced and A&R'd on his own. "I'm gortita 
pretend like 1 don't have tl(e platiniii|i alburn 
and ring-tone plaques on the wall," he says. 
That means pr(5di|(ction from the likes of 
Jonathan "J.R." Rotem and lyrical assistance 
from the likes of Lil Wayne, Busta Rhymes, 
Devin the Dude, and even Slick Rick. 

NO OVERBITE While everyone from 
Houston hardrocks to Wisconsin white kids 
have begun accessorizing their smiles with 
diamonds, Chamillionaire, 27, has taken 
out his grill and retired it, hoping instead 
that his art will shine. "I'm more than just 
some rapper from Houston and some dia- 
monds in my mouth," he says. "Every day I 
think about how I can step outside the box. 
I'm not gonna sit back and kick my feet up. " 



RHYMES GALORE Dubbed "The 
Freestyle King" by Houston's legendary 
DJ Screw for his ability to flow for minutes 
on end, Wesley "Lil' Flip" Weston was 
the first post-Geto Boys Houston artist 
to sign a major label deal, after the suc- 
cess of his 2002 independent debut. The 
Lcprahaiin (Sucka Free), which moved more 
than 200,000 units. He released two plat- 
inum albums with Sony, Vndiigrniind 
Ligeiui and V Gotta Feel Alt, and survived a 
notable beef with T.I. 

OFF LABEL Lust year. Flip split from Sony 
after what he perceived as mismanagement 
on the part of the label, ultimately signing 
with Asylum/Warner Bros. He says Sony 
leaked parts of his album / Need Mine, and 
he was sued for an unlicensed Pac-Man 
sample on "Game Over (Flip)," one of his 





biggest hits. (The label eventually settled.) 
"You get with a major label and you get i nto 
this imaginary world where you think, ALni 
I'm gonna sell 300,000 the first week. But I real- 
ized that I still gotta do what I was doing 
before I got with them." 

MAN AT WORK Flip, 26, gets reflective 
on / Need Mine, which includes a song about 
single-parenting and a eulogy for recently 
deceased artists such as James Brown and 
Gerald Levert. "I have no A&R breathing 
down my neck, trying to tell me what's hot," 
he says, relieved. "I go in the studio and do 
me." He's also writing a book abijut his 
industry experiences that he hopei will be 
educational for.younger ar(4st5\ "I'm on 
some^own-man shit," Flij^ys. "I even 
switcliid my alias — I'm "ffjt- Briefcase 
Nfan' now. I'm handling things for myself." 





Slim Thug 



BOSSING UP Hailing 
Northside, Stayve "Slim 'I 
made a name for himself loca 
featuring an instantly rtco^ 



n Houston's 
ui;" Thomas 
)• selling tapes 
cable baritone 



and laid-back flow. At acoiK rt in 2003, he 
met Pharrell Williams, who L;netl Thugga 
to his Star Trak imprint i Interscope 
months later. One year later Slim released 
the not-quite-platinum Already Platinum 
(Interscope/Geffen/StarTrak). But Slim, 26, 
says he hasn't let the album's underperfor- 
manceget him down. "I always try to keep 
it positive, " he says. "I go to church, and in 
church they always try to remind you to 
shake 'em off, so I don't really try to let 
nobody get to me. " 

HEARD OF THAT? In addition to his 
forthcoming second Interscope album, the 
towering 6-foot-6 Slim is also releasing To 
Serveand Collett (Koch/Boss Hogg Outlawz), 



an album with I 
His follow-up, 
e^it affair from I 
not really a Phak 
says. "A lot oil 



ilfer 



OSS Hogg Outlawz t 
of Bosses, will beadilTer- 
s debut. "My next album is 
■1! project; it's just me," he 
ico|-)k- didn't like me and 



Pharrell getting together; they say he 
changed my sound, so I'm just gonna give 
the people what they want. I'm not listen- 
ing to the labels or nothing like that; I'm just 
doing what my team feels comfortable with." 

INTERNATIONALLY KNOWN When 
I was independent I would be recognized all 
over Texas," he says of the global fame 
that's come with the Houston explosion (and 
his cameo work alongside Beyonce, Gwen 
Stefani, and others). "But now when I go to 
Los Angeles, New York, even Amsterdam, 
people know who I am. I want to keep this 
Houston movement rolling. We all need to 
step out with our A-game. " □ 
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England's AMY WINEHOUSE 
might just resurrect 
vintage soul for the 
hip hop generation. 
That is Jf the 
alcoholp the weight 
issues, and the 
tahloids don't make 
her unravel first 

By Rohert Morales 

Amy Winehouse, clear-eyed, 
takes the tiny stage at New 
York City's chic, intimate 
Joe's Pub and, fronting a 1 0-piece 
band, plants herself like a flag of 
conquest. In a short black cock- 
tail dress, with an exaggerated 
bouffant hairdo, she's a spitfire 
It's her U.S. debut on this mid- 
January night, and though 
she's a bit nervous, she'll be 
damned if anyone notices. 

Snarky stage patter aside 
she performs her set with 
impeccable phrasing, each 
syllable of her blunt and 
jazzy pop ballads asoft jab. 
She's jaunty and loose, and 
possessed of a self-mock- 
ing insolence that recalls 
Elvis Costello's early self- 
destructive punk behavior 
as much as it does the 
sweet, doomed wistflil- 
ness of '70s R&B diva 
Cory Daye. Halfway 
through the set, she asks the 
bar for an amaretto sour. She- 
requests yet another before 
coming to her last song, even as 
she hilariously,and optimistical- 
ly, assures the audience that an 
encore is coming. Later that night, 
she drinks throughout her second 
set, growing saucier by the hour 
It's easy to worry about 
Winehouse — the Internet and 
British tabloids are rife with sto- 




ries about her drinking, her public brawls (with fens, her ex-boyfiriend, 
and, verbally at least, with Bono), speculations about her weight 
loss (she dropped four dress sizes in less than two years), 
and her mental health. 

Yet all that fades into the background when you hear 
the 23-year-old North London native sing. She's got 
an arresting voice, and uses it to speak with wry, clin- 
ical detachment about relationship screw-ups, her 
drinking, and hersclf-pRxlaimed short temper. It's 
al I over her stateside debut (and her second album) 
Back Til BUuk (Universal Republic), which 
is sharp and wise and unhinged all at once. 
But confessional art can be as uncom- 
fortable for listeners as it is entranc- 
ing, which means that Winehouse is 
often lauded and castigated for the 
same things. 

TWO NIGHTS AFTER HER JOE'S 

Pub show, fighting a hangover, 
Winehouse wants to shoot pool in 
a Lower Manhattan bar, but set- 
tles in at the dark Lucky Strike 
restaurant next door. She orders 
a hot apple cider, then devours 
a big bowl of steamed mus- 
sels. The bouffant is gone — 
this night it's a simple wild 
shock of ebony hair. She 
wcarsaT-shirt that reveals 
wiry arms, and they're 
festooned with girlie tat- 
toos. 

"I'm just not good 
at sitting and talk- 
ing about myself," 
Wi nehouse says — an 
odd statement for 
s(5meone whose work is 
s( ) searingly intimate. Still, 
she's a born storyteller: Her 
|iarents are working-class 
Russian Jews; with no special 
musical training as a child, she 
dropped out of school at 15 and 
started songwriting a year later; she 
was a secretary for a wire service, writing 
ad and news copy, when she got the deal for 
her first album, 2003's Frank (Universal 
Island [UK]), at 19. "I wasn't going around 
knocking on doors, like. Hey, make me 
famous!" she says. "A very good friend of mine 
was A&Ring and said, 'I'll give you some stu- 
dio time, just go in with your guitar.'" 
Winehouse didn 't really understand at the 
rime that this was her big break. 



Largely produced by Salaam Remi, the American 
producer best known for his work with Nas, 
The Fugees, and Ms. Dynamite, Frank was 
a critical fave in Europe, selling more 
than a million copies there. Wi nehousc 
earned a prestigious Ivor Novello 
songwriting award for the jazzy hit 
single "Stronger Than Me." The 
album was a startling achievement 
from someone so young — Frank 
sounded more like the triumiihant 
comeback record of a seasoned and 
burnt-out chanteuse. 

Nevertheless, cuts like "In My 
Bed," "Take the Box," and "Fuck Me 
Pumps ' became club hits, and under 
scored the fact that Winehouse wiis very 
much singing to her own demograph- 
ic, drizzling her formal soul with a bit 
of hip hop swagger. Wearing her jazz 
influences — Dinah Washington, 
Sarah Vaughan — as plainh" as the 
tats she'd later sport, Winehouse 
went well beyond the imitative, 
Stepford Wife soul of Joss 
Stone, past pastiche or man- 
nered tribute, into depths of 
feeling undisturbed since 
Alanis Morissette and Mar)' 
J. Biige were first purging 
all over the pop charts. 

Clearly, the music had an 
impact. In the two years 
that passed between Frank 
and the U.K. release of 
Back To Black, Winehouse 
found herself on the 
receiving end of a great 
deal of scrutiny. "When 
you suddenly drop a lot of 
weight, people assume 
you've been doing crack! " 
she says. "They'd come up 
to me in my neighbor- 
hoodandsay, 'Hey,;«f /oo!'" 

"Rehab," the first single 
from Back To Black, is a 
cheery thumb in the eye to 
Winehouse's haters and interroga- 
tors. A subversively funny anti- 
sobriety anthem, it swiftly became 
a U.K. Top 10 hit. The rest of the 
album — this time co-produced by 
Remi and New York DJ/scen- 
ester/producerMark Ronson — is 
lighter in tone than Frank and more 



deliberately hopeful, highlighting Winehouse's love of exuberant 
singers 1 ike the Shangri-Las, Minnie Riperton, and Aretha Franklin. 
An infectious Motown flavor runs throughout the title track, 
"You Know I'm No Good," as well as "Me & Mr. Jones" 
— the three most typical Winehouse songs on the 
album in terms of their gleefully dire assessment of 
rclati()n.sliipdynamics(from the title track: "He left 
no time to regret / Kept his dick wet / With his same 
okl safe bet"). And whi le "Love Is a Losing Game" 
and 'Wake Up Alone ' are ballads almost suf> 
ple with desolation. "Tears Dry On Their 
Own " is exultant, fueled by a riff on 
1967's joyful Ashford and Simpson- 
penned, Marvin Gaye & Tammi 
Terrell hit "Ain't No Mountain 
High Enough." 

Back to Black, then, marks an 
advance for Winehouse's career, 
though really it's her life that's 
evolving, (She's still a British 
tabloid fave though — in 
February, News of the World 
published a picture of her 
with alleged cocaine residue 
on her nose.) During din- 
ner, she's mainly raptur- 
ous about her musician 
boyfriend, Alex, with 
whom she currently 
lives. And after hav- 
ing sung so often of 
her previous crum- 
my bxjyfriends, she 
rather appreciates 
the karma of her 
new beau writing 
songs about what 
a bitch she can be. 
Like, if I get drunk, 
go out all night with 
my friends, and I don't 
come home, the next 
day he's up [calling}, 
w are you?'" she says, 
equal parts appreciative and 
rueful. She can't deny, though, 
rliar when you're slipping, it's nice 
to have someone there to help you 
up: "And I'm like, 'Oh baby, I'm com- 
ing home. I'm sorry.'" □ 

Photographed by 
AlanScrymgeouron 
February 15, 2007 
at Blank Space 
Studio in London 
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From Sugar Hill to Capitol Hill, Congressman Charles 
B. Rangel is definitely running things, but the con- 
gressman from Harlem is far from satisfied. After 
devoting much of his career to fighting for equality and 
economic empowerment, the decorated Korean War 
veteran is taking on his biggest fight yet: bringing 
back the draft. He wants Americans from all income 
brackets to share the sacrifices of war. And if that 
doesn't define his legacy, then maybe calling out his col- 
leagues in the White House will. By Robert Morales 



Representative Charles Bernard 
Rangel is the most powerfiil man 
in Congress. After 18 terms, the 
feisty 76-year-old now chairs 
the House Ways and Means 
Committee, determining where the money 
that runs the country comes from and who 
gets it. Born in Harlem and raised by his 
mother from the age of 6, the former chair- 
man of the Congressional Black Caucus rep- 
resents all the people of his hometown to the 
fullest, even as he looks out for the interests 
of black people around the world. 

In the 'SOs, he led the effort to close tax 
loopholes that made it attractive for Fortune 
500 companies to do business with South 
Africa's apartheid regime. In the '90s, he 
worked to make the U.S. help restore a dem- 
ocratic government in Haiti. He was the prin- 
cipal author of the $5 billion Federal 
Empowerment Zone legislation to help 
rebuild urban America, and he championed 
tax credits to make it easier for the under- 
privileged, veterans, and ex-convicts to find 
housing and jobs. The political Zen master 
sums up his career of activism and public ser- 
vice in his candid new memoir, AW/ Hami't 
Hada BaJ Day Si me (Thomas Dunne Books). 
But Rangel is not finished fighting. An Army 
veteran of the Korean War (where he was 
awarded the Bronze Star and a Purple Heart), 



Rangel recently introduced his most contro- 
versial piece of legislation yet: a bill to bring 
back the draft. When we visited him in his 
cluttered Harlem office, we found out he still 
doesn't back down from a fight. 

What sort of music do you listen to? 
Oh boy, I'm a ballads man: Duke Ellington, 
Johnny Hodges with Duke, of course. I like 
Cab Calloway. Cannonball. My favorite guy 
singing is Johnny Hartman. Billie Holiday. 
Sarah [Vaughan]. I got about 500 CDs. We 
used to go down to Bop City on 52"'^ Street, 
the Royal Roost, the Renaissance Ballroom, 
too, and the Apollo — we crashed that every 
time we could. That was my place. I coulda 
sworn Billie Holiday was singing to me there 
when I was 14 or 15. 
Did you eivr meet her? 

Matter of fact, when I was a desk clerk at the 
Hotel Theresa, some guy brought her in there 
and wanted a room. I couldn't let him take 
that woman up to a room — she was just 
washed out on the bellman's bench. He says, 
'That's Billie Holiday and I'm her husband 
and I want to see the manager!' It's about 2 
o'clock in the morning. I said, 'Mister, for all 
practical purposes, I am the manager. And I 
have no rooms.' You know, it's easier some- 
times to love people from afer, never see them. 
When I saw her, it just broke my heart. 



Did you talk to her at all? 
No, no. I was going to law school, didn't 
want to make a bad situation worse. She 
wouldn't know what I was talking about any- 
way ! But I like all music. I love listening to 
hip hop, but I find the cursing repugnant to 
everything I believe in. It's not that I'm that 
spiritual, but it's just so degrading. 'Nigga 
this, ho. . . ' and all that stuff. I cannot under- 
stand how it's so widely accepted. And I don't 
want to. But I guess the word has more of a 
sting with me at 76 years old than it does 
with younger people. I'm amazed to see how 
popular it is. I go for the dancing. I was 
Chairman of the Apollo Theater Foundation, 
and I used to love watching the contestants 
do their thing. 

Now that the Democrats have taken control of 
Congress, what do you feel the party's obligation is 
toward a generation of kids who feel totally dis- 
connected from politics? 

I look at it two ways: The kids who are 
involved are totally involved, and the 
Congressional Black Caucus interns are just 
the most enthusiastic, exciting young peo- 
ple I've ever seen — and they don't lose the 
hip hop in order to get involved in politics. 
It's so totally exciting to see the broad range 
of things that young people think about. 

By the same token, I 'm going to try to cor- 
rect a serious problem that we have in the 
black community, and that is high school 
dropouts. Our whole public school system is 
geared toward going to college — it's not 
geared toward working and getting a job. 
And when you fall out of that system, there's 
no door open for you. 

I fell out of that after two years of high 
school. Fortunately for me, there was a peace- 
time army and, then, as a result of having been 
in combat, being wounded, getting prefer- 
ential treatment on the G.I. Bill, it became 
a bridge from the street to the halls of 
Congress. Unfortunately, there's no door open 
now except the door to Iraq. 

I had hearings with economists who 
showed that 50 jiercent of our black kids are 
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dropping out of high school — out of that, 
the overwhelming number of them eventu- 
ally get into trouble. I just stress grabbing 
one of these kids and acting like you care for 
them. And I don't want to sound like a prude, 
but the whole idea that marriage is not even 
thought about bothers me. It's not as though 
I was raised with a lot of kids with fathers, 
but there was a sufficient amount of fathers 
around that they didn't mind. 
Kids take it for granted, they have no options. 
If you talk to some of these youngsters, they 
don't think much of themselves. When I tell 
them about the streets that I knew, their jaws 
drop and they stare as though having a job 
means youcouldn't come from the street. It's 
heartbreaking. I used to be a prosecutor, and 
one of the biggest crimes that we have out 
there is a defense lawyer — normally legal 
aid — telling a kid, "Listen, this isa felony, if 
you go to trial on a felony, this judge will 
probably give you five to 10 years. On the 
other hand, I can get it reduced to a misde- 
meanor and you won't have to do any time 
because you're a first offender.' Next god- 
damn time, the same lawyer's gonna tell you, 
you can't take the stand because they don't 
want the jury to know that you've had a bust. 




FOR HUMAN 
RIOHTS 





Once you get that second bust, it's all over. 
You're not going to get a goddamn job. And 
then you fall in love with the institution, the 
dependency of the institution. 
Jail becomes another neighborhood. 
Another neighborhood, another family, 
another lifestyle. And then when you're out 
of jail, you act like you're in jail anyway. You 
dress like it, talk like it.. . . And it's startling 
to see the black professional women — they 
got nobody out there. They can't find any- 
t)ody, yet they are achieving. I go back to my 
law school, everywhere, you don't see the men 
competing anymore. 

The white majority — dad's a profession- 
al, mom's a professional, the kid's gonna 
be a professional, period. I knew Italians 
whose dads were untrained who went to law 
school — the Irish and whatnot — and I keep 
in touch with them. Now their kids are 
trained, and we're falling behind in that, 
period. And having these immigrants come 
over with guest-worker-type programs cut 
out the entry-level jobs. I mean, I've done 
more shit — I worked in hardware stores, I 
mopped floors, worked at good and bad 
hotels. But none of that meant a thing to me 
because I knew it was just a matter of time 




RIGHT OH: (Clockwise Irom left) Rangel holds up a sign 
before a Crvil Rights march m Selma. Ala, , in 1 964. (From left) 
New York Slate'Comptroller H. Carl McCall. Assemblyman 
Herrnan " Denny" Farrelt Jr. . Rangel, Assemblyworr^n 
Gef aldine Daniels and Assemblyman Roger Green (hidden 
by Cuomo s head) |oin Gov. Mario Cuomo at a ribbon-cutting 
ceremony ol the Alhambra Ballroom, across the street from 
the State Otlice Bulldlnginltieeaf1y'90s.Ja2zlegendLlonal 
Hampton shares some words with Rangel in the lata '708. 



Charles Rangel has a 
lot more to say at 
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before I'd be out of it. So you need those jobs, 
and there's no job that no American wants — 
just give him some pay. 
Lou -lnv/ Jobs bringyou in touch with reality. 
Exactly. Even being a busboy and seeing how 
someone is mistreating you [laughs}. 1 mean, 
I'm one of the nicest people in the world in 
terms of tolerance, 'cause that's how I made 
my tips. I don't even think if someone insults 
me today, I'd think they're even talking about 
me. With all of the arguments I've had pub- 
licly with the Republicans, I can't think of 
one whom I really dislike — maybe Cheney 
a little bit; he's just an unpleasant son of a gun. 
What kind of guy is Bush? 
The president is one of the most pleasant, 
slap-on-the-back, fun people you want to 
talk with .. . but you always leave not know- 
ing whether he knows what's going on. I 
only remember one serious discussion with 
him — which was scary — and he said, 'I'd 
like to talk with you after the group leaves.' 
I wanted to get out with the mics with the 
press, with everyone else, but you don't tell 
the president , 'I want to leave . ' And he says, 
'Charlie, I've been around the country and 
they're ready for social security reform.' And 
I said, 'Well, if that's so, Mr. President, the 
press hasn't been very kind to you,' because 
there was nothing but negative reactions. 
But I said, 'If you take private accounts off 
the table, 1 think we can get bipartisan sup- 
port,' and he looked at me, and said, 'I am 
the President of the United States, and as 
long as I'm President of the United States, 
private accounts will be on the table!' And 
I felt so sorry for him that I said, 'Yes, Mr. 
President,' and got the hell on out of there. 

That's the same tone he gave to the con- 
gress j ust a week ago [at the State of the Union 
address], that, 'We're sending troops,' that, 
'We're going to stay the course.' Someone 
once asked me whether I was Baptist — and 
before I could be critical of his question, he 
said that the only reason he asked was that he 
knew the president was Baptist, and that 
sometimes in talking with the president he 
thinks the president's mind is someplaceelse 
and he's not responsive to national security 
questions. And I said, 'Why would you ask.'' 
and he said, 'Well, you know, in the black 
community, they relate to Jesus in a differ- 
ent way and I just thought. . .I'm so sorry,' 
and he was apologizing but 1 was more fright- 
ened, you know — that he could be an old 
timer from the Nixon days and talk this 
candidly about the President of the United 
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States' either mental or spiritual depend- 
eitcy. That's scary. And I know — having fol- 
lowed drug and alcohol dependency — this 
feith-based stuff works. It takes your depend- 
ency off chemicals and transfers it to Jesus! It 
depends on what works for you, what keeps 
you from going crazy. The president is a dif- 
ferent type of politician than most. I've seen 
him on television in churches, and he talks 
about Jesus as his personal savior. 
He's not kidding. 

No! No, no. He definitely had a drinking 
problem, and I believe he's straight now, sober. 
And Cheney? 

I think he has a personality disorder, there's 
just no question about it. There are some peo- 
ple that have an unpleasant demeanor, and 
they always have a scowl — I don't know this 
guy that well. But I can't see him telling a 
joke unless it's a dirty joke. 
Why do you want to reinstate the draft? 
I've never been an advocate of the draft, but, 
whenlfirst saw how everyone was so wi 1 1 i ng 
to give the president authority to go into a 
foreign country when there was absolutely 
no evidence that it was based on anything 
except oil and Americans' presence in the 
Middle East and the protection of Israel, I 
knew that those who made the decision long 
before 9/ 1 1 to invade and knock off Saddam 
Hussein, if their kids were going to be placed 
in danger, that decision would have never 
been made. I want you to note that the pres- 
ident has never made an appeal for able- 
bodied Americans to join the military, ever. 
And the reason for it is they've already decid- 
ed that it's the working poor who are going 
to fight the wars. They wouldn't embarrass 
themselves to suggest to their class to get 
involved for 20 or 30 thousand dollars and 
maybe get hurt, maybe get maimed or killed. 

And so now I can say publicly, it's hypo- 
critical to support the war, and not want your 
kids to be involved in it. I'm the patriot, you 
know — I've got the Purple Heart, I got all 
that stuff [gestures at his medals}, and if I 
thought my country was in danger, I would 
want to do something. 

And so, if it were peacetime, I still would 
be for a mandatory draft, for people to do 
peacetime service and not have to be involved 
with the military. 

Do you think this kind of service would have helped 
us mobilize a better response to Katrina? 
No question about it. And we would feel 
more secure in seeing these young people — 
not necessarily with weapons — but using 



their eyes and intelligence and having them 
trained. I am certain that people who see some 
of the security that's offered to us now don't 
believe that it's as professional as it should be. 

Anyone who has served their country got 
a good, patriotic spirit out of it. If you 
couple with that the opportunity to get an 
education, to wear the uniform, to provide 
services in our airports, our seaports, our rail- 
road stations, our hospitals, our schools — 
there's such a need of help in this country, 
especially when we have the threat of ter- 
rorist aas. So separate and apart from the mil- 
itary, I think that we can give to our young 
people a great experience and an educational 
benefit to better prepare people for mature, 
competitive life. 

So what are the odds your bill will become law? 
There's no question in my mind: My bill's 



not going to pass as long as there's war. But 
I will consistently push it because we don't 
have kids from the Congress, the Pentagon, 
the White House, the CEOs — and it's not 
even considered a question. I mean, we got 
3,000 people killed, more than 30,000 
maimed or wounded — the question of 
human life is not even an issue, and I get so 
concerned with the churches and the syna- 
gogues and the temples ignoring this, when 
as far as I'm concerned, if you're up there in 
Heaven and Saint Peter's there asking what 
the hell did you do, and you can't say you done 
a goddamned thing, you don't deserve it. I 
mean, if you and I left here and saw a dog 
being whupjDcd... 
You 'd do something. 

You'd do something! And why not a human 
being? □ 
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TIMB ALAND PRESENTS SHOCK VALUE 

BLACKGROUND/MOSLEY MUSIC GROUP 
BY SEAN FENNESSEY 




At this moment, Virginia-born producer 
Timbaland is the biggest dog in the biggest 
room in the biggest house. The architect of 
two of 2006's biggest, bravest albums. 
Nelly Furtado's slinky Loose (Geffen) and 
Justin Timberlake's masterful post-Prince 
nod FutureSex/LoveSounds (Jive). Tim cir- 
cumvented the "urban" platform for the first 
time in his career and dominated pop radio, 
while still crafting smart, fundamentally 
"black" dance music. 
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Shock Value is Tim's fifth album as a performer, and while his 
profile is as high and as important as it's ever been, he's still 
clearly hungry for something. On Shock, he's a producer in the 
hip hop sense, but also in the classical sense — a la Quincy 
Jones — masterminding the collision of several disparate tal- 
ents. He's also a rapper, singer, beatboxer, and so on. That he's 
better at some of these things than others is obvious. But the 
tension betw/een them is what defines Shock Value and, by 
extension, Timbaland today. 

Justin Timberlake shows up on three songs, acting as a sta- 
bilizing force, including on the boomeranging "Give It to Me" 
alongside Furtado and Tim (who flings darts at unnamed rivals), 
and later, on the album's big, bold banger, "Bounce." That song 
features Dr. Dre and longtime Tim collaborator Missy Elliott 
respectively whispering, growling, and rollicking over a bass- 
heavy stomp and a sound effect that sounds like a dolphin in 
heat. Timberlake's hook is foolish genius: "Bounce like your ass 
got the hiccups," putting the song in the league of Jay-Z's 2000 
"Big Pimpin'" and Missy Elliott's 2001 "Get Ur Freak On," Tim's 
mightiest rap productions. 

But not all of Tim's directness is a blessing. As a rapper, 
Timbaland is mechanical and emotionless, as though he'd like to 
maintain anonymity. The great irony is that his productions have 
always been just the opposite, rumbling with creativity, adventure, 
wit, personality. Tim knows this — as he rapped on 1998's "Here 
We Come," "He said that 'Timbaland can't rap' / But I don't care... 
I make dope tracks." On Shock, though, Timbaland has pushed 

himself — he's 

Timbaland is a producer 
in tiie hip iiop sense, but 
also in the classical sense — 
a ia Quincy Jones — 
masterminding the collision of 
several disparate talents. 



clearly striving 
for some of the 
charisma his best 
collaborators ooze. 

On "Kill Yourseir 
he sounds bigger 
and prouder of his 
flow, barking, "I piss 
and take a shit on 
your beats for fun" (presumably speaking to producer Scott Storch, 
with whom he's been quibbling), over a languid arrangement of 
operatic vocals and thumping drums. Later, on the kinetic "Board 
Meeting" he actually sings, begging a prospective lover, "Let me 
seduce you / Let me play in your hair." "Fantasy" and 
"Miscommunication" are also swooning, romance-driven pop 
songs — they feel like perhaps Mr Mosley has recently fallen in 
love. But though his whooshing, mouth-made drums are perfect 
for high drama, his melodies aren't quite there, lacking the emo- 
tional bite necessary for a suite of songs about sex and romance. 

But these are merely album cuts, with none of the brightness 
or star appeal of his collaborations — and Timbaland knows that, 
too. "Scream," featuring his latest signee Keri and The Pussycat 
Dolls' Nicole Scherzinger, is alluring, if repetitious, with a whirring 
sexuality. There's Swedish rock band The Hives on the brief, 
breakneck "Throw It On Me," and Chicago emo-pop band Fall 
Out Boy on "One And Only," which is infectious, even if it's 
just the band's ban-el-chested quasi-punk mashed with Tim's 
skittering dnjms. But the stalker tale "Time," with Los Angeles 
synth-pop duo She Wants Revenge, is vacant and tuneless. 

"2 Man Show" is a quietly pretty pairing of Timbaland's 
hushed percussion and some showy piano playing by Elton 
John. But John never sings; instead the song features a vibrant 
choir and Tim's banal ad-libbed braggadocios. It's a cred-grab, 
and little else, much like Shock Value itself — a vehicle for 
Timbaland to prove he's a "real" musician and a pop star, not 
"just" a hip hop producer. But he needn't work so hard at it. 
There's no shame in just making hits. 
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You don't lake Mar- 
ques Houston seri- 
ously, and he knows 
it. He strives to exude 
sensuality, confi- 
dence, and experi- 
ence in his music, but 
it's hard to shake 
visions of the irksome 
kid from Sister, Sister, 
or, at best, the man- 
child from (now 
defunct) IMX, a group 
whose sole function 
was to give pubescent 
girls a name to pencil 



into the hearts on their 
notebooks. To remedy 
this, Houston 
deployed the shop- 
worn child-star 
strategy of going full- 
frontal on his last 
album, Waked. Now, 
wisely, he's dressing 
himself in grown-folks 
threads. 

On Veteran, his 
third solo disc, he 
jettisons the soft-core 
lyrics for a classier 
sound. While the lead 



single. "Favorite Girl," 
is generic, maned by 
limp, unfocused 
production, Houston 
emerges unscathed, 
thanks to winsome, 
self-assured vocals. 
He sounds refreshingly 
guileless here, particu- 
larly on the guitar- 
licked "Always & 
Forever," one of few 
tracks charming 
enough to match 
Houston's beaming 
personality. The 
melody of Sam 
Cooke's "You Send 
Me" lends "So Right 
for Me" its breezy 
hook, and, like Cooke 
before him, Houston 
sounds sexier when he 
isn't working so damn 
hard at it. If only he 
had a clue. 

Joshua Alston 
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Since their 1995 debut. 
Dogg Food (Death 
Row), Kurupt and Daz 
Dillinger have cooked 
from the same recipe, 
but with diminishing 
spice. Endlessly 
enamored with guns 
and pussy, the duo 
slather their seventh 
album with a vague 
glossiness that forgoes 
detail, color, or con- 
vincing realism. To be 
sure, few are better at 
calling a "bitch" a 



"bitch" than the DPGz, 
but consistency often 
t)€gets caricature. 
There are moments 
when their energy and 
attitude carry the day 
— "Homicide, shoot- 
ings, Colombian 
neckties / Dumping 
random drive-bys." 
Kurupt snarls over the 
thunderous timpanis of 
"1 N 1 Out' - but 
most bodies drop 
bloodiessly and panties 
slide ankle-bound with 



the ersatz eroticism of 
late-night program- 
ming on Cinemax. 

Sidestepping the 
sample-heavy warmth 
of traditional West 
Coast music, Daz's 
production is the same 
as it's always been: 
lean and rubbery. It 
works best on "Vibe 
With A Pimp," a slinky 
number with sunny 
synths and a vifhispery 
hook courtesy of 
Snoop Dogg. The 
DPGz come alive when 
they play host, and the 
LP welcomes luminar- 
ies like Too Short, Bad 
Azz. and The Game, 
who declares, "My rag 
is like a flag / 1 should 
hang / From the 
fucking Eiffel Tower," 
over the Chronic- 
esque strings and keys 
of "Anybody Killa." 
Gangbanging in Paris 
is interesting. Artistic 
redundancy? Not so 
much. Ben Detrick 
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Music's one of the 
tew gigs where being 
a little wacko can be 
a blessing — and 
Macy Gray knows 
It. Since 1999's On 
How Life Is (Epic), a 
near-perfect debut, 
Gray's been a darkly 
funny, intermittently 
messy, and idiosyn- 
cratic stylist. These 
qualities are unlikely 
strengths, but they're 
oddly muted on her 
first album of original 



material since 2003's 
The Trouble With 
Being Myself (Epic). 
This new, inappropri- 
ately measured 
approach is most 
obvious on "Shoo Be 
Doo" and "One," the 
latter co-produced by 
Ron Fair and will.i.am 
(who do much of the 
song's heavy lifting). 
Sugary and nauseat- 
ingly sprightly, these 
chirpy confections 
are the answer to the 



question "What 
would Macy sound 
like if she were 
singing in a Ramada 
Inn lounge while 
hooked up to a 
Wellbutrin drip?" 
Things are better 
when Gray lets her 
freak flag fly, as on 
the fuzz-guitar-fueled 
"Get Out." Also, 
"Ghetto Love" is a 
refreshing bit of 
uncontrolled soul, 
despite a grunting 
chorus — the 
lifestyles-of-the- 
nasty-and-strapped 
approach has always 
been a better fit for 
Macy's raspy voice 
and raucous POV. 
She'd have been 
better served cele- 
brating those traits 
instead of containing 
them. 

Amy Linden 
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Chuck Brown's lone 
R&Bclub hit, 1978's 
horn-n-drums throw- 
down "Bustin' Loose," 
has unfairly defined 
him for nearly 30 years. 
But the veteran rhythm 
and blues guitarist's 
relevance goes far 
beyond the Billboard 
charts — he's the 
godfather of the 
swinging. Washington 
D.C.-based percussive 
funk known as go-go, 
little appreciated 



outside his hometown. 

On We're About 
The Business, his first 
newly recorded studks 
project since 1983, 
Brown shows little rust: 
He remains a soulful 
ax-man with a wicked 
sense of humor. It's this 
sly combination that 
allows Brown to pull off 
a tongue-in-cheek, in- 
the-pocket version of 
the romantic "Love 
Theme" from the 1972 
soundtrack to The 



Godfather. He's also 
still capable of setting 
off the tjarbecue with 
the refreshingly cheesy, 
feel-good "Block 
Party"; "We ain't trying 
/ To hurt nobody 
officer," he sings in 
his cool trademark 
growl. One-time Bad 
Boy producer Carl 
"Chucky" Thompson 
gives a contemporary 
gleam to this material, 
though one could do 
without hearing Brown 
rap on the plodding 
"Chuck Baby" Brown 
is at his best on the 
loose, groove-heavy, 
call-and-response 
celebration "The Party 
Roll" — just the kind of 
jam that will have folks 
doing the water dance 
for days on end. 

Keith Murphy 
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Now that rock 'n' roll 
Is irrelevant as sutxiul- 
ture. everyone else 
(read, nonwhites, 
chicks) is suddenly 
welcome to the par- 
tay Thus, it's hardly 
revolutionary that on 
this punk trio's debut, 
black British 
singer/bassist Shingai 



Shoniwa sounds a mix 
of Siouxsie Sioux and 
Poly Styrene. Plus, the 
band's freak-metalists 
give props to Rosetta 
Tharpe, that other 
leading sista-rocka-of- 
the-moment, on stand- 
out cut "Sister Rosetta 
(Capture the Spirit)." 
Elsewhere, "Nothing to 



Dread," with Its ringing 
twang, and "Mind ttie 
Gap." sporting mes- 
merizing arabesque 
flourishes, are promis- 
ing. Throughout, 
Shoniwa is a provoca- 
tive ringmaster, and Mr. 
Wolf is her high-wire 
litieration session. 
Kandia Crazy Horse 
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BACKSPIN: A SIX DEGREES 10 
YEAR ANNIVERSARY PROJECT 




Six Degrees, the 
well-regarded worid/ 
electronic label, has a 
tendency to be too 
tasteful for its own 
good. But on Backspin, 
the label's roster covers 
its favorite English- 
language songs, and 
the result is a fun, 
boundless experiment. 



Indian techno wizards 
MIDIval PunditZ turn 
Led Zeppelin's 1971 
churner "Four Sticks" 
into an electric tour of 
Bollywood, while 
Spanish gypsy outfit 
Ojos de Bnjjo (above) 
contribute a sexy pan- 
Latin version of Bob 
Martey's1973 "Get Up, 



Stand Up." Not every- 
thing here wori<s — an 
endless Banco de Gaia 
cover of Pink Royd's 
1 971 song "Echoes" is 
pkxJding and texture- 
less — but it's a treat 
to hear these artists 
escape their geographi- 
cal straitjacket for a 
change. Matt Cibula 
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Resist thinking of 
Toronto-born producer 
Marco Polo as a 
defiant purist. Though 
he prefers quiet loops 
to synths and clanging 
aluminum beats, he's 
more like a reflective 
historian. Polo pre- 
serves ancient beat- 
making techniques — 
dusty samples, crisp 



snares, and an MC's 
quiet seriousness — 
on his debut LP, where 
forgotten technicians 
such as O.C. and Kool 
G Rap acquit them- 
selves nicely on their 
guest appearances. 
It's only when younger 
voices join in — the 
bnjtally nostalgic 
Kardinal Offishal on 



"War" and J"Davey on 
"Relax," a limp remake 
of A Tribe Called 
Quest's 1993 "Electric 
Relaxation" — that it's 
clear this is just an 
exercise in senior 
celebration — albeit 
an exciting one — 
with no room for 
tomorrow. 

Rodney Dugue 
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JENNIFER 




LOPEZ 


COMO AMA UNA MUJER 


EPC 





Origin and authenticity 
have long been hot 
topics for Jennifer 
Lopez. But untii this, 
her first Spanish- 
language albunn, her 
self-inquiry hasn't 
progressed much 
t)eyond: a.) she's 
Jenny from the block, 
and b.) she's real 
'cause she's real. 

Meant as an 
exploration of her 
Latina heritage, Como 
Anna Una Mujer's 
power tallads don't 
experiment with l_atin 
pop so much as adorn 
familiar American 
musical tropes with 
Spanish translations. 
Forgivable is Lopez's 
propensity to pro- 
nounce each word 
within an inch of its 



life; the urge to over- 
compensate for 
nonspeakers is 
outweighed only by a 
seeming fear of 
embarrassment at 
faltering around 
natives. Less deserv- 
ing of absolution is the 
music, which is tacky 
and overproduced. 
Grandiose numbers 
like "Que Hiciste" are 
decorated with lazy 
guitar flourishes. 'Te 
Voy A Querer" briefly 
plays with crisp proto- 
reggaeton percussion, 
but that verve soon 
swells to indulgent 
cinematic orchestra- 
tion. Worse still is the 
album's title track, 
where Lopez's pitch- 
controlled vocals 
sound closer to Celine 



Dion than to Celia 
Cruz. 

The songwriting 
here far outstrips 
Lopez's previous 
albums, though. 
(Estefano and Julio 
Reyes split most of 
the duties). And, to her 
credit, Lopez's thin 
vocals never lack 
feeling or conviction. 
"Sola" ("Alone") is 
Como's most ambi- 
tious song, bristling 
with atmospheric 
keyboards that com- 
plement the confusion 
and distress of the 
lyrics: "Me queda 
seguir/ Esperar, y 
cambiar y llorar y 
dejarlo todo / 
Quitarme el llanto do 
mis ojos," which 
roughly translates to 
"I'm left waiting, 
changing, crying and 
leaving / Losing the 
tears in my eyes." Yet, 
whether she's 
(overjmatched with 
husband and execu- 
tive producer Marc 
Anthony's powerful 
vocals on "Por Arries- 
garnos" or hemmed in 
by an overprocessed 
studio sound else- 
where, one is still left 
to wonder what Lopez 
might sound like truly 
so/a. Pefe L'Official 







PLANS 


WHO NEEDS ACTIONS 
WHEN YOU GOT WORDS 


COBOLESS STREET 





White London rapper 
Plan B is like Eminem 
with a guitar slung 
over his shoulder, his 
cynical and intimate 
coming-of-age tales 



are a welcome twist 
on British rap. On his 
bleak debut. B raps 
about family trauma 
("Mama [Loves a 
Craokhead]") and 



juvenile delinquency 
("Kidz") with sharp, 
life-hardened skill. "1 
talk so foul, I talk so 
coarse / 1 show no 
regret, I show no 
remorse," he spits on 
"Sick 2 Def." And on 
songs like the jailbait- 
seducing "Char- 
maine," he sings his 
hooks in a softly lilting 
and melodic tone, 
managing to bring 
light to his darkly 
humorous stories. 

Mosi Reeves 




UFESAVAS 


GUTTERFLY: THE 
ORIGINAL SOUNDTRACK 


QUVMUM PROJECTS 





If rope chains, Jordan 
Vs, and 8-ball jackets 
can make a come- 
back, why can't 
conscious rap? To 
that end, Portland, 
Ore.'s Lifesavas 
impressively go 
radical on their '70s 
blaxploitation-themed 
sophomore album, 
Gutterfly. Inspired by 
the era's heated 
politics, MCs Vursatyl 
and Jumbo deliver a 
concept LP set in 



fictional "Razorblade 
City." They exchange 
slang-encrypted slick 
talk with Camp Lo on 
the title cut and pump 
their fists alongside 
dead prez and Living 
Colour's Vernon Held 
on "Freedom Walk." 
"Erase that shame/ 
Show 'em you love 
tjeing black," exhorts 
Jumbo on the latter, 
turning dramatic piano 
chords and Reid's 
wailing electric guitar 



into the soundtrack for 
a black power rally 

But the most 
penetrating moments 
here are on the guest- 
less tracks. A gem of 
sped-up soul, buoyed 
by a single-bar piano 
loop and chipmunk 
vocal chorus, "Long 
Letter" finds the duo 
pouring their hearts 
out to missed loved 
ones, both deceased 
and overseas at war. 
And on the pulsating 
"Shine Language," 
their flows are explo- 
sive, as both men 
attack the staccato 
beat's strings. By the 
De La Soul-esque 
finale, "Celebrate," 
their experiment in 
throwback-ism is a 
success; they've 
managed to make 
"positive" rap with- 
out the negative 
connotations. 

timnnhotep aku 




BRICK & LACE 


LOVE IS WICKED 


KONUVE'ietWSEFFPJ 





On their captivating 
debut, Jamaican 
sisters Nailah and 
Nyanda Thorbourrve 
lay down seamless, 
deliciously giriish 
harmonies atop 
rugged dancehall 
riddims, with lyrics 
tougher than their 
gossamer vocals let 
on. With songs that are 
catchy and taut, these 
sisters suffer no fools, 
but are willing to go the 
distance for that rarest 



of species: the Good 
Man. Sure, it's a limited 
thematic repertory, and 
on the plodding "Never 
Never," the beefing, 
hard as acrylic tips, 
gets tiresome. But a 
little nagging's a small 
pnce to pay for an 
album that vibrates 
with this kind of 
infectious energy. 
Helping to bring it are 
the tireless will.i.am, 
Akon (responsible for 
the swaying warning 



shot "Gel That Clear"), 
and old-school vets 
Full Force, who dip into 
Althea & Donna's 1978 
reggae classic "Up 
Town Top Ranking" 
to pull out the shim- 
mering "Don't Stop." 
It's all great, but this 
album's heart and soul 
is "Mr. Officer." a song 
about the perils of 
police custody The 
anguish — "Don't you 
know you're cutting off 
my lifeline?" — ampli- 
fied by Cool and Dre's 
modulated beat is 
desperate and defiant, 
and it resonates long 
after the album ends. 

Amy Linden 
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Dr. Sleffanie Seaver PSY.O is an expert in the area 
of interpersonal relationships. Researcher, author 
and accomplished public speaker, she has lectured 
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been involved with several publications covehng 
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Penalty for Early WithdrawalP 



Ask Steffanie: 



Can this "Secret Formula " Really 
Improve Your Stamina and PerformanceP 



Hey Fellas - If YOUR "Timing" issues are keeping HER from scoring the BIG O - then read this letter 
that reveals the sex secret that keeps you out of the penalty box and in the pleasure zone! 




Dear Steffanie, 



I know a lot of men read your column and could 
really benefit from this important STAMINA secret 
my boyfriend and I recently discovered. 

As much as I hate to throw him under the bus, my 
boyfriend's sexual performance was less than 
adequate when it came to his "timing". He tried hard to 
please me and I can tell that he believed he was doing 
a great job, which is why it was difficult for me to tell 
him the truth. 

We've been together for about a year but last month, 
after what he thought was a "strong effort" for a 
Saturday afternoon, I couldn't help but be disappointed 
and I let him know there could be a bit of a gap 
between his perception of his sexual performance and 
our SEXUAL REALITY. 

I told him that I love him but when it came to the 
"duration" of our lovemaking, I was often left feeling 
extremely frustrated - he always "got his" and that if he 
could 'hold out' just a little longer, maybe I could "get 
mine." 

He said he always thought that when he "punched the 
clock", he was pulling a "full shift." Of course, he was 
shocked by this huge blow to his ego but after some 
serious sulking and a whole lot of denial, he realized his 
sexual stamina really could use some improvement. 



I know he feels great knowing 
rm completely satisfied and 
HE'S the reason why." 

He was serious about improving his performance so 
he did some research and spoke to a doctor friend of 
his. His friend told him about a number of cheap 
desensitizing lubricants on the market that might help 
his stamina and performance but were known to 
possibly hurt erection quality and worse, they tend to 
numb a woman - which as far as I'm concerned, 
defeats the whole purpose! Great, so now he'd be able 
to last longer but I'd be numb too! That was the last 
thing our relationship needed! 



His doctor friend also told him that if he really wanted 
to improve his control and performance and still 
maintain maximum firmness, he should try a new 
product called VIvaxa from the makers of 
Maxoderm (the #1 topical male enhancement 
product that's recommended by Leading Physician, 
Michael A. Savino, M.D., F.A.C.S. for instantly 
improving erection quality). The ingredients in this 
new "sex stamina secret" make it different from 
other products because it contains a clinically 
tested ingredient that is unlike anything else on 
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the planet! It actually HELPS erection quality and 
firmness. And best of all, the formula absorbs 
super fast upon application so it won't numb a 
woman! Improved erection quality AND enhanced 
stamina - it seemed too good to be true! 

My Ijoyfriend got a sample and that weekend we tried 
it. From the very first application, he felt more firm and 
full than ever before - by the time we'd finished 
making love, I'D GOTTEN MINE TWICE! Needless to say, 
this has been a record breaking month for us. I know 
he feels great knowing that I'm completely satisfied 
and he's the reason why. And trust me, his confidence 
wasn't the only thing that shot through the roof! 

So Steffanie, please print this letter - I'm sure there's 
a ton of women out there wishing their men used 
Vivaxa, a quality control and performance enhancing 
product that lets him put in the extra time 
without numbing her! I know they're still offering 
a FREE MONTH SUPPLY' if you call 
1 -800-805-9670 or visit their website at 
www.Maxo dermVIVAXA.com . Tell your 
readers to hurry because supplies were limited 
when I called. 



Pamela B., Nashville, TN 
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YOUNG BUCK 


BUCK THE WORLD 







Young Buck began his 
stint with G-Unit as 
the Furio to 50 Cent's 
Tony Soprano: an out- 
of-town enforcer 
valued for brutality 
and fearlessness, if 
not leadership poten- 
tial. Seasons change, 
though, and with his 
second solo album, 
the Nashville product 
is now expected — by 
both merit and neces- 
sity — to become 50's 
most trusted lieu- 
tenant. Buck has 
responded to this 
pressure with an 
album that, while 
imperfect, is nonethe- 
less the best G-Unit 
release since his own 
platinum-selling 2004 
debut. 

A nasty bastard 
who rarely bothers 
with clever wordplay, 
complex rhyme 
schemes, or high- 
minded conceptual- 
ism, Buck succeeds 
when he lets his 
emotions spill. More 
adroit at expressing 
anger, pain, and 
sorrow than, say, 
bemusemenl, he 



doesn't so much 
share feelings as 
watch them seep from 
between his clenched 
fingers. "Look at what 
I call my life / A Glock 
9 and a 8-ball of 
white," he spits on the 
title track, a Jake 
One-produced slab of 
'70s East Coast soul 
over which Buck turns 
his inability to provide 
for his child into 
motivation for crimi- 
nality. Even better is 
"Slow Ya Roll," a dive 
into the birth water of 
his pathos. Backed by 
reverberating guitars 
and softly slapped 
snares, he laments the 
fates of an uncle who 
went insane in the 
Navy, an incarcerated 
aunt with AIDS, and a 
cousin whose skeleton 
was discovered in a 
corn field. Here, Buck 
eases nuance into his 
coarsely thuggish, 
one-dimensional 
persona — his callous 
exterior revealed as 
scar tissue. 

Buck's raspy 
growl is equally 
commanding, but less 



compelling, on club 
anthems. The cou- 
pling of Young Jeezy 
with DJ Toomp's 
synthy brass on 
"Pocket Full of Paper" 
is a hollow cliche. And 
when Dr. Dre delivers 
a delicate arrange- 
ment of keys and a 
creeping, irregular 
guitar on "U Ain't 
Goin' Nowhere," Buck 
is so convinced that 
his cocksmanship and 
credit cards will atone 
for his philandering 
ways that one aches 
for a comeuppance 
that, sadly, never 
arrives. Had the 
object of his (anti-) 
affection slashed his 
tires, melted down his 
medallions, and run 
off with Lloyd Banks, 
things might have 
been different. Which 
is to say: until Young 
Buck learns to wrestle 
meaning from life's 
countless obstacles, 
he'll continue to toil 
as hired muscle, a 
loyal soldier lacking 
the magnetism of a 
true boss. 

Sen Detrick 




BEBEL GILBERTO 


MOMENTO 


SIXDEQ«£tS 





There's a dangerously 
thin line that sepa- 
rates the transcen- 
dental innocence of 
soulful lounge music 
from the emptiness of 
New-Age fluff. Until 
now, the daughter of 
bossa nova pioneer 
Joao Gilberto had 
displayed, with her 
first two albums of 
seminal electro- 
bossa, impeccable 
taste and grace. But 
this overcooked third 



effort crosses the line, 
at times recalling the 
most forgettable 
aspects of late-era 
Sade. The tacky "Os 
Novos Yorkinos," for 
instance, is Gilberto's 
goofiest moment 
since she recorded 
"The Girl From Ipane- 
ma" with Kenny G. 

Momento, though, 
isn't a complete bust. 
There's always 
Gilberto's voice — 
smoky, velvety. 



infinitely sensuous — 
and her ability to find 
depth in glohous 
nuggets of Brazil's 
musical past. Her 
take on Chico Buar- 
que's classic 1972 
"Cagada" is luminous 
and warm. And a 
collaboration with 
Sabina Sciubba and 
Didi Gutman of New 
York's Brazilian Girls 
on "Bring Back The 
Love" — a gorgeous 
combination of lazy 
bossa inflections with 
liquid electronic 
textures — exploits 
Gilberto's strengths to 
maximum effect. Ttie 
more Gilberto's warm 
tone invokes Brazil's 
past, the more she 
shines. But when her 
quest to be modern 
obscures it, it's a 
strike against her 
family's legacy. 

Ernesto Lechner 






SOUTHERN 


ANTHONY HAMILTON 


COMFORT 


IMPEWAL'MEROVINGIAN 





North Carolina soul 
man Anthony Hamilton 
sings with an achy sort 
of fragility — as 
gripping as it is contra- 
dictory. His gorgeously 
fractured voice can be 
barroom cool (2003 's 
"Lucille") or tortured 
and holy (2O05's "Ain't 
Nobody Worryin'"). But 
Hamilton has always 
been a "vintage" artist, 
leaning on old soul 
tropes to convey 
meaning. Throughout 



this previously un- 
released album, 
recorded between 
2000 and 2002, 
Hamilton's ages-old 
voice sounds younger, 
fresher — less beset 
by his old habits. And 
he proves himself 
ardent and unafraid to 
expose himself. On the 
psychedelic. Bill 
Withers-esque "They 
Don't Know," he 
warmly belts about his 
insecurities, while on 



"Never Give Up," he 
offers a surprising 
confession: "Been 
touched again, rained 
on me / Down on my 
luck, got chains on me 
/ I lost a job to gain a 
child / The road is long 
but I'm losing time." 
Though it's sometimes 
self-indulgent, this is a 
deeply personal wor1<, 
revealing and pained in 
a way his other albums 
haven't been. From the 
verdant swoon of 
"Why." packed with 
inward ponderings 
("Why can't they just 
let me be?" he sings 
on the chorus), to the 
far-gone lascivious- 
ness of "Glad U 
Called," Southern 
Comfort beams with a 
naked, unvarnished 
beauty. And it carries 
dignity and defiance 
he's only hinted at 
since. Will Dukes 
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Not Born. 




When your lover tells you — with a word or 
a sigh— that this is the place to touch, 
then you have just learned a powerful 
sexual secret that can be used again 
and again. 

Can you imagine what would happen if 
you and your lover could discover dozens 
of such secrets ... in the privacy of your 
own home... by actually watching others 
having sex? 

magine no more. The Sinclair Intimacy Institute 
— the world's leading creator of sexually- explicit 
educational videos — brings you the Better Sex 
Video Series. Interspersed with explanations and 
advice from nationally-recognized sex therapists, 
each video features explicit sexual scenes of 
everyday couples sharing their most intimate and 
passionate moments. Listen to what they say. 
Watch what they do. And then set off on your own 
erotic journey. 

Mastering the art of sexual love, like any great 
endeavor, takes practice, an attention to detail, 
and a willingness to venture beyond the known. 
At Sinclair, we have enough new ideas to keep 
you exploring forever. Try us and see. 
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Advanced Oral Sex Techniques Part 2 is guaranteed to increase your lovemaking pleasure. 
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BY ALL MEANS 
NECESSARY 

ESSENTIAL EPMD 






ED REC VOL 1, 


VARIOUS ARTISTS 


ED REC VOL 2 


VICE 





There's something 
awkwardly ecstatic 
about Ed Banger 
Records, the fashion- 
able French electronic 
label founded by Daft 
Punk manager Pedro 
"Busy P" Winter, that 
is both deft and daft 
when it comes to 
dance music. Its 
artists that are clearly 
emulating the Daft 
Punk aesthetic, but 
whereas DP's post- 
disco is a systematic 



reassembling, most 
of the songs here are 
merely loose, ill- 
conceived spurts. On 
Vol. r,DJMehdi's"l 
Am Somebody" has 
a pulsing. Cen-one- 
esque backbeat but 
no trace of second- 
tier grooves, while 
SebastiAn's "Dolami" 
has a perfectly serpen- 
tine melody but no 
rhythm. This is barren 
dance music not made 
for actual dancing. 



The label's biggest 
star, the noisily dis- 
comforting duo 
Justk;e — its eardrum- 
razing "Waters of 
Nazareth" is included 
on Vol. 1 — is revealed 
to be less than its 
reputation. Hinging 
on a buzzing one- 
note monitor effect, 
"Phantom" from Vol. 2 
is "Waters R. 2" at 
best. At worst, it's an 
obnoxious retread. 
Perhaps the label's 
most talked-about 
artist, white female 
MC Uffie (above) 
rhymes, sorta, "crunk 
and grime, that's my 
bloodline" on the 
nauseatingly fascinat- 
ing "Pop the Glock." 
Uffie's lyrics have 
roots in neither crunk 
nor grime — Miami 
booty bass, maybie? 
But all three of those 
genres have some- 
thing the Ed Banger 
crew doesn't: beats. 
Sean Fennessey 






THE BEST OF THE 


GILLIE DA KID 


GDKMIXTAPES 


eABYGftANoe 





Look past the Cash 
Money Records 
put-downs and the 
Chappelle's Show- 
worthy song titles — 
Gillie Da Kid is more 
than his headlines. 
This release from the 
Major Figgas member 
and self- proclaimed 
Lil Wayne ghostwriter 
is an engrossing 
collection of mixtape 
cuts, revealing a 
rapper with a ravishing 
hunger for success 



and. occasionally, the 
skills to match. 

Gillie deftly mixes 
Philly street lore with 
heartfelt exultations 
and a splash of social 
consciousness — 
sometimes within the 
same verse. He's 
vicious on the Jay-Z- 
sampling "Holla Back," 
a track as furious and 
catchy as Cassidy's 
"I'm a Hustla." But 
on the 'hood procla- 
mation "I Love Being 



a Gangsta R. 2." Gillie 

neftectively raps, 
"Listen shorty, you got 
the wrong feeling if you 
think gangsta 's just 
about guns and 
killing.... It's gangsta 
when you takin' care 
of your children." 

But The GDK 
Mixtapes is not without 
its foibles. Despite its 
brevity, the album is 
long on stale crime 
rhymes — an unfortu- 
nate fact considering 
Gillie was recently 
arrested on charges 
of conspiracy and 
possession of nar- 
cotics with intent to 
deliver. That said, after 
years of toiling under- 
ground. Gillie sounds 
as if he's ready to step 
out — that is, if only 
he gets the chance. 

Damien Scott 




In hip hop's late '80s Golden- 
Age classroom, EPMD were the 
kids sitting in the middle row. 
While Chuck D and KRS-One 
called teachers on their bullshit, 
N.W.A brawled in the hallway. 
De La Soul snickered in the 
back. Big Daddy Kane scooped 
honeys by the window, and 
Rakim freestyled in the corner, 
Erick Sermon and Parrish Smith 
pulled their fisherman's hats 
down over their eyes and 
minded their own business. 

For EPMD, aka Erick and 
Parrish Making Dollars, their 
every-kid personas were the 
tackdrop and the track was the 
story — shitty, rumbling funk 
featuring crowd-pleasing 
samples and randomly witty 
lyrics delivered in slow-flowing 
monotone. While Smith was a 
stolid tjattle MC. Sermon's 
slightly dazed effect and 
noticeable lisp gave his rhymes 
a playful, childlike quality — on 
1988's"lt'sMy Thing." he 
rapped: "Enough about that, 
let's get on to somethin' better / 
And if it gets warm, take off the 
hot sweater / And if you want 
some water. I'll get you a cup / 
And if you don't want it. then 
burn the hell up." 

From the mixed-race 
suburb of Brentwood, Long 
Island, EPMD eased onto the 
scene with 1988's Strictly 
Business (Priority). Their 
ambling, bass line-driven 
sound — just as suited for cars 
as clubs — predated Dr Ore's 
signature West Coast stroll, and 



the woozy, echo-drenched 
"You Gots to Chill" used the 
Cali party staple "More Bounce 
to the Ounce" by Zapp. (Even 
more creatively. "You're a 
Customer" rode the bass and 
drums of ZZ Top's "Cheap 
Sunglasses.") Both Sermon 
and Smith had production 
skills, but as Sermon has said, 
engineer Chariie Marotta was 
the primary architect of those 
loping grooves. Their 1989 
follow-up. Unfinished Business 
(Priority), had even more of a 
collagist thump. 

As hip hop polarized in the 
eariy '90s — with both pop 
pandering and gangsta postur- 
ing — EPMD gave their snares 
a tiarder snap and their rhymes 
a more firearm-friendly edge. 
The '92 hit "Crossover," from 
Business Never Personal (Def 
Jam), self-consciously shunned 
sell-outs and celebrated 
"strictly underground funk." 
From teenage innocents to 
grown-up careerists, EPMD 
never wavered; they were 
always about the dopest sound 
in the speaker. 

Charles Aaron 
HIGHER LEARNING 

"THE STEVE MARTIN" (SIrictfy 
Business. 1988) 

-GET THE B02ACK" {UnHnshed 

Business. 19891 
"IT'S GOING DOWN" {Juice 
Original Soundtrack. 1992) 
"K.I.M." (Bac/c in Business. 1997) 
"SYMPHONY 2000" featuring 
Redman. Method Man, and Lady 
Luck (Out of Business, 1999) 
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RICH BOY 


RICH BOY 







The art of collabora- 
tion: It's the gift and 
the curse of hip hop. 
Sometimes you get 
Nas' lllmatic (Colum- 
bia, 1994). Some- 
times you get Timba- 
land and Magoo. 
Take Rich Boy: His 
debut album is 
brilliantly flawed. On 
one hand the Alaba- 
ma MC has made one 
of the most exciting, 
innovative albums of 
the year, full of 
surprises and won- 
der Problem is, he 
doesn't provide any 
of them. They come 
courtesy of the 
album's primary 
producer, Atlanta's 
Polow Da Don. 

Consider the 
album-opening "The 



Madness": Most 
producers would rest 
after laying down the 
track's majestic 
keylxjards and 
lurching beat. But 
Polow goes one or 
two (or five) steps 
beyond that, adding 
and subtracting 
elements throughout. 
His production 
betrays a deep love 
and understanding of 
the visceral power of 
the rap t^eat. It's like 
Polow can conjure 
hip hop's long history 
with a flick of the 
wrist. "Boy Looka 
Here" backs Rich's 
taunts with the sound 
of the Grambling 
Marching Band going 
off to war Later, he 
goes minimal with a 



beat box — d la 
Doug E.Fresh's "La 
Dl Da Dl." 

As an MC, Rich 
has an undiluted 
Alabama drawl. His 
rhymes vary from the 
mildly provocative 
(from "Madness": 
"Sweet home Alaba- 
ma / Yeah, I love her / 
Still try and hug her 
even though she ain't 
my color") to the 
mediocre and inform- 
ative (from "Role 
Model": "I don't wear 
tight shirts with cuff 
links"). It might not be 
a ringing endorse- 
ment to say he stays 
out of the way of the 
music — but thank- 
fully he does. With 
the exception of the 
smash "Throw Some 
D's," there's hardly a 
memorable vocal 
hook on here. But 
that's not a problem 
— were this album 
littered with quota- 
bles, it might have 
buried some of these 
extraordinary sounds. 

Chris Ryan 






WE'LL NEVER 


MAVIS STAPLES 


TURNBACK 







Ever since stepping 
out with the Staple 
Singers in 1948, Mavis 
Staples has sung with 
a fiercely evocative 
contralto. On her 



eighth sok> album. 
Staples brilliantly 
covers civil rights 
standards like "We 
Shall Not Be Moved" 
with a strong backing 



ensemble that 
includes Ladysmith 
Black Mamtiazo and 
RyCooder. ButWe'// 
Never Turn Back is not 
just an ode to political 
gains; it's an affimia- 
tion of Staples' life and 
work that examines 
history's hymns with 
rattle-voiced hindsight. 
On "99 and a 1/2" she 
breaks melody to 
testify: "It's the 21st 
Century / It feels like 
it's 1960 /Broken 
levees... Freedom 
now!" Even as she 
mourns Katrina, hope 
remains the strongest 
quality in Staples' 
voice — and this 
album trembles with it. 
Julianne Shepherd 




VARIOUS ARTISTS 



'LIVE" CONVENTION 
77-79' 

TX QOLDEN REAM. 



Dissatisfied with the 
sound quality of pre- 
studio live hip hop 
recordings, producer 
Kenny Wilson (atxive) 
spent much of 1979 
remastering his favorite 
MGs' verses by splicing 
them with original 
t5reakt)eat records. 



His recently discovered 
"Uve" Convention 77- 
79' is an interesting, if 
frustratingly skewed, 
glimpse of rap's mostly 
undocumented forma- 
tive years. Though the 
tieats are blistering and 
the primitive rtnymes are 
infectkxjs (and uncred- 



ited!), certain defining 
qualities of the old- 
school live tape are lost 
in translatton. Wilson's 
mix not only strips a 
layer of lo-fi chamri, it 
effectively removes any 
trace of ttie true partc- 
jam stars — the original 
DJs. Andrew Nosrstsky 



MIMS 




MUSIC IS MY SAVIOR 




CAPfTOt'AMSUCW KMG 










Yet another contender 
for New York's elusive 
crown, it's clear from 
his tx)uncy hit, "This 
Is Why I'm Hot" — 
featuring the infamous 
couplet "I'm hot 'cause 
I'm fly /You ain't 
'cause you not" — tfiat 
MIMS isn't angling for 



lyrical supremacy At 
first it's ctiarming — 
he's post-lyrics. But, 
the Washington 
Heights MC's reliance 
on bare-tx>nes produc- 
tion and a heavy 
Southern influence on 
strip-club anthems like 
"It's Alright" make this a 



tepid debut. Later, on 
"Just Like That," his 
lyrical ineptitude hits 
rock txjttom: "I'm 
looking for that sun- 
shine but I ain't Lil' 
Flipper/ Yeah, I'm a 
star but I'm not the Lil' 
Dipper" Ouch. 

C^iris '^scavage 




THE NIQHTWATCHMAN 



ONE MAN REVOLUTION 



The on-again/off-again 
Rage Against the 
Machine and 
Audioslave guitarist 
Tom Morelto is a vision- 
ary technician of the 
highest order, able to 
conjure dazzling, 
crackling sounds from 
his instrument at any 



turn. A first listen to this 
all-acoustic solo debut 
may disappoint feed- 
tiack fans, but Morello, 
singing for thie first 
tinfie, delivers these 
songs with ragged 
grace, yelping like 
some foriom comljina- 
tion of Nick Cave and 



Rchie Havens. His 
lyrics, like those on the 
blood-soaked "House 
Gone Up in Flames," 
are stari< and sharply 
drawn and reveal a 
seething firebrand 
hiding beneath that 
cap and ax. 

Sean Fennessey 
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■■| stay in the streets, son." says 
JOHNNY WONDER, who has 
been llie provefbial man behind 
the scenes for some of dance- 
hall reggae s biggest recent 
breakthroughs. A New York 
native with ties to King Jammy's 
camp in Kingston, Jamaica. 
Wonder — who has been a 
promoter, a producer, a DJ. and 
a manager — broke records like 
Pinchers' "Bandelero" and 
Bounty Killer's "Copper Shot" 
in the U.S. and executive- 
produced Killer's classic My 
Xpenence (TVT). forging lasting 
links between the rap and 
reggae undergrounds. "The 
streets have tjeen gocxi to me." 
he adds. 

Stepping off the snowy 
sidewalks of Times Square. 
Wonder enters the outer-space- 
themed restaurant Mars 21 12. 
It's a fitting spot to welcome 
Tony N/latterhorn, aka "The Man 
From Mars." a rising dancehall 
star who's returning to NYC 
after a three-year absence due 
to visa troubles. Matterhorn's 
smash. "Dutty Wine." came out 
of nowhere last year to out 
perform numerous major-label- 
tiacked projects on the sheer 
strength of street buzz. 

"We need some new excite- 
ment in the reggae business." 
says Wonder, smiling as the 
video lights zero in on Matter- 
horn, who heads up a fresh 
wave of talent gathered together 
on Wonder's new CD/DVD. 
Dancehall Draft Picks (VP). 
Shot entirely on the streets of 
Kingston. Draft Picks combines 
interviews and raw perform- 
ance footage with music videos 
produced for Jamaican TV. 
It's the perfect introduction to 



i* ^ fJPf AMINO GOLD: 

■ , , ^ *^^^idoni| on stage 

rising stars such as Mavado, 
Busy Signal. Hollow Point, and 
Aidonia. 

Dancehall's new generation 
building on the legacy of its 
musical forefathers; Beenie. 
Bounty, and Buju. Aidonia 
traces his ambition to become 
an entertainer tack to the 
famous clash bietween Bounty 
Killer and Beenie Man at Sting 
1993. "Killer was my artist from 
me was a juvenile." says Aido- 
nia. who went on to record a 
blazing duet with his idol titled 
"From Dem Dis," w^hich is 
included on Draft Picks. 

Though Beenie and Bounty 
channeled their rivalry into 
memorable music, friction 
among younger artists has 
threatened to spill over into 
physical conflict. "That need 
to stop." says Aidonia. "We 
nah go dwell on the war thing. 
Each artist fi elevate them thing 
to reach pon a different level." 

"Nobody's trying to bring 
back them golden-era days." 
Wonder says as Matterhorn is 
rushed by the media inside 
Mars 2112. "Somebody has to 
make some new golden-era 
days. That's what the business 
needs now. and that's what 
we're doing." 



HEAVY ROTATION 

PERFECT Giddimani (Tads) 
RICHIE SPICE In the Streets 
to Africa (VP) 

VARIOUS ARTISTS D-Ufe 
Presents Extreme Soca 
Volume One (Penalty) 
BARRINGTON LEVY 
Englishman (Greensleeves) 
DA'VILLE Of) My M/nd (VP) , 
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"Getting good head 
while watching Good 
Morning America." 
That's Consequence 
talking about his 
lifestyle on "The Good 
The Bad The Ugly." 
But despite his taste in 
morning television, on 
his major label solo 
debut the Queens- 
bred rapper presents a 
relatable version of his 
life on wax. Which is 
kind of the problem; it 
sounds too much like 



everyone else's life. 

When Kanye West, 
whose G.O.O.D. Music 
imprint is 'Quence's 
home, dropped The 
College Dropout (Roc- 
A-Fella, 2004), his 
everyman approach 
was somehow epic. 
Too many of the 
Average Joe MCs that 
have followed have 
been unable to equal 
his brand of extrava- 
gant normalcy. And 
Consequence, after 



more than 1 0 years in 
the on-deck circle — 
he first broke as a 
latter-day member of A 
Tribe Called Quest — 
seems uninterested in 
swinging for the 
fences. Littered with 
older tracks, like 
"Callin' Me," Don't 
Quit is too cobbled 
together for someone 
waiting so long for 
his shot. 

Consequence 
never wants for witty 
punch lines. But when 
his tales of gun-toting 
and number runs sidle 
up next to shopping- 
bag-toting and 
McDonald's runs, the 
dramatic tension 
seeps out of his 
voice. Take "Grammy 
Family"; At first, 
'Quence sounds 
comfortable matching 
Kanye 's alpha- 
flossing. But a few 
bars in, he loses the 
pace — being fabu- 
lous is hard work. 

Chris Ryan 




THE HEATMAKERZ 


THE RUSH 


MAJOR KEV ENTEPT«r«ENT, ' 
HBDXDCM 





In a way, Harlem 
production duo The 
Heatmakerz are as 
responsible for the rise 
of Dipset as anything 
Cam'Ron and Jim 
Jones have done. 
Their ecstatic produc- 
tions — breakneck soul 
samples multiplied by 
dense, muddy snare 
hits — lit up the Dips' 
2003 debut. Diplomatic 
Immunity (Roc-A-Fella), 
like a pinball machine, 
and the New Yort< crew 



never kx)ked tiack. 
The Heatmakerz craft 
extravagantly simple 
productions — in the 
vein of Martey Marl and 
Pete Rock — strung 
out on performance- 
enhancing drugs. Since 
'03. members Rsonist 
and Thrilla have worked 
steadily, but have rarely 
matched that early, 
propulsive. New York- 
centric sound. TTie 
Rush is their third, and 
so far best, release in a 



series of street albums, 
and the first to feature 
Rsonist as an MC. On 
the wobbly, organ- 
pumping "Back 2 
Business." he ably 
hangs with the more 
vivacbus Peedi Crakk 
and Jae Miliz, if unable 
to match his counter- 
parts' charisma. 

Still, there's nothing 
new here; even the 
most effective songs, 
like the saccharine "All 
I Know," wouldn't have 
made the cut on their 
eariiest beat tapes. 
And dalliances with 
nearly forgotten 
Thug&B duo The 
Product G&B are 
misguided, bumbling 
attempts to update 
their sound, derailing 
an otherwise rattling 
set of hard rap. By 
rule, The Heatmakerz 
need to let the 
samples sing for 
themselves. 

Sean Fennessey 
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Work in the 
technology capital. 

L^Of Moldova? 

A job in the Peace Corps means challenging yourself In a new 
environment often with limited resources. It also means making 
a real difference and gaining invaluable experience. Contact 
the Peace Corps today, and change your idea of what 

"changing the world" is all about ^ 

Peace Corps ^ 

Redefine your world. 



VISIT US ONLINE AT: ADAMEVEBLACK.COM 
CREDIT CARD CUSTOMERS CALL 800/274-0333 DEPT. VB21 a, 
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WHERE TO BUY IT 

Like what you see? You know we've got 
you covered. Beam your style to the 
futLire and check out where you can find 
the items on our fashion pages. 

VIXEN: "TALK TO HER" 

PAGE 58: SwiinKUit. $350. hy NORMA KAMALI 

[noiniak^imalicolleclioii com): ring, $150. aiKi biacelet. 
$430. both by LIA SOPHIA {liasophia.com): sandals, 
$555, hy CESARE PACIOTTi. NYC (212 -152-1222). 

FASHION: •FANTASTIC VOYAGE- 
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MAXMARA (fiWi MAXMARA): oariiiH).s. $215. ixick- 
$^V.i). aiHi bancjlos. $I/-5-^225. all by ALEXIS 
BITTAR (. ik }\isl vtUii. com). 
MGE 110: ni.»^:;. t.'.^iT,. U,]UU:. ,$55. aiKi :^iiKlals 
||h5, .III by GIVENCHY. ,il Maxllckl, Lor, Aii!)(!lna. 
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$1^||^^SAAC MANEVITZ FOR BEN-AMUN 
(/)«1-affl||^^li)): wliili" l);iiii|l(\ .$55. :iikI cit'.ir l>nn<ilt>s. 
$55 eacn^^^^.J. GRAZIANO (f/.(;/.r;.7/ior;(»i)); 
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$225-$300, both by ALEXIS BITTAR {alexia 
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by KIKI ROYAL EYEWEAR. NYC (34i^fcjia5;i). 
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FnB 30 Day Suppfy 

Size Does 



/i Matterl 



Now there is an All-Natural non-prescription pill to give you a... 

Bigger, Thicker, Longer Penis! 




Guaranteed Results 

Get serious about having the biggest, thickest, 
longest penis possible. Don't waste any more time 
on cream, sprays or products that have not been 
proven. Start seeing real results today, take XOMAX 
now! Women will crave your new penis like never 
before. You don't have to wait months, weeks or even 
days to get the results you want. You'll start to see 
noticeable gains with your very first dose. 

XOMAX is Superior to All Male \ 
Enlargement Pills! See For Yourself 



iu S Inches 






H 4 Inchei 






i 3lnch« 






C 2 Inches 




Xofliax 


E 1 Inch 
0 







other Brands 

Don I measure up 



Concentrated Formula 

This new highly concentrated formula makes all the 
difference in the world. Never before has there been 
an all-natural formula that works as fast and effective- 
ly as XOMAX. To increase the size of your penis, you 
need a solution that works. You won't find a more 
potent formula for growth and development of your 
penis -it's proven! 

Xomax Is Better 

XOMAX was put to the test! By comparing the three 
leading brands of male enhancement pills to XOMAX, the 
results were incredible! XOMAX was found to work 1 0 
times (aster, v/ith size increasing 3 times more than the 




FREE 

DVD WITH 
PURCHASE 



Ultimate Sexual Pleasures 



1 



Mate Magnet Cologne 

The Perfect Aphrodisiac 

This revoluoonary new men's coiogne contains genuine human 
lex pheromones. Women will be influenced by your scent 
and won't be able to keep thetr hands off you. Using 
pheronxsnes have been proven the nxjst gorgeous women 
will desire to have you mnnediately. It's so easy to seduce 
women, get more dates, have more sex. 
"Stnce t've been using MATE MAGNET. I have hod sever- 
d attroojve women come after me. I'm very happy " 
-D.H Ohn 

iSexactivator 

. Women have reported that they become incredibly sexu- 
I ally excited when they take SEXACTIVATOR. This magical 
I wonder liquid can be taken orally, or put in any drink. 

Within minutes after use. your woman's desire 
I have sex with you will be uncontrollable 
'Some women say that they love when their 
"man puts a few drops in their favorite drink 
vithout them knowing, They say that it turns 
^chem on even more. 





competition. Don't waste your time and money on prod- 
ucts that don't deliver. Get a penis women will crave and 
men will envy with the best super concentrated formula 
-XOMAX. 

Maximum Potential 

You'll be the envy of every man. With your new extra 
big hard penis, you'll be able to penetrate deeper and 
fill your sex partner with satisfaction she's never had 
before. You'll have no worries of premature ejaculation 
or going soft, your confidence will skyrocket with your 
bigger, thicker, longer penis. 



100% Natural penis enlargementl^ 
Add Inches to your penis In daysl 
Become a SUPERSTUD! 
Get the big penis of your dreams 
Ydu can have a SUPER penis ^ 

Another Satisfied Customer 

"//;, my name is Mike. I ivant In tell you Imw 
thrilled I am u itb rnitr Imuliicl XOMAX. iiv tried 
many otlxr jUlls and lliey don t work as well as 
.V0.1ik,V. .)/)• wife is amazed at the difference in our 
low making sessions. " 

M.C. Los Angeles, CA 

Call Any Time 

1-800-873-1860 

Fax: 239-643-2356 
www.xomax-man.com 



FAQ About Xomax 

Q. How soon do you see results ? 

A. Most men see results with their first dose and 

increasing results over 60 - 90 days. 

Q. Are the results permanent? 
A. For most men, if Xomax is taken continuously 
for three to four months followed by a maintenance 
program the results are permanent. 

Q. How much growth can I realistically expect? 
A. Up to 5 inches or more with a increase in 
width of 50% 

Q. Is Xomax natural? 

A. Xomax is 1 00% natural, safe and Doctor recom- 
mend for those looking for advanced penis 
enhancement, plus Xomax has no side effects. 

Q. What makes Xomax the #1 natural penis 
enhancement formula? 

A. Xomax has a highly effective patented compound 
blended in it's base formula called Young Tissue 
Extract. This natural compound is amazingly stimulat- 
ing to the male penis. You won't find this patented 
extract in any other male enhancement product-The 
reason? It costs over $3,000 per ounce, and many 
manufacturers won't spend that kind of money. 
Instead, they pass off less expensive ingredients, such 
a Ginseng or low end forms of L-Arginine. 

Q. Is Xomax guaranteed to work? 
A. Xomax is 100% GUARANTEED! If you're not 
completely satisfied, return the bottle(s) within two 
months to receive a refund. Men now have an effec- 
tive way to increase the size of their penis. Why pay 
for imitations that will not solve the problem? You 
may spend a litde more on Xomax, but the results 
will be worth it! You often get what you pay for. So 
remember that the genuine ingredients in Xomax 
are GUARANTEED to work! Order today -the 
best money can buy! 



Send coupon with payment to: 

Nutritional Science Laboratories, RO. Box 1 1269 Naples, FL 34101 
Discreet Billing - Privacy Ensured 

QTY PRICE TOTAL 



Buy S get 7 FREE 




{299.95 
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(1 19.98 




Buy 2 Get 1 Free 


SAVE EVEN MORE: Buy 3 get 3 free 50% off 




$179.97 




1 Month Supply Xomax 




$59.99 




Sexactivator - Regular $59.95 - Save $30 
Turns your woman wild! 




$19.99 




Mate Magnet - Regular $59.95 - Save $30 
Instantly attract women 




$19.99 





CALL TOLL FREE 

Check payment method: 
□ Check □ Money order 



1-800-873-1860- 



□ i»*aewi □ 

Name on the card: 

Card Number: 

Expiration Date: _ 
Name: 



□ Cash 



Shipping and Handling 



Standard Delivery 



$999 



2-3 Day Rush Delivery 



$19.99 



TOTAL AMOUNT 



Street Address: . 

City: 

State: 

Signature: 



Zip Code: 



Indrvtdual mults may vary. Than nacamanu have not bean evaluated by the FOA. Jhi% product Is not intended to diafnoie. treat, cure, or prevent any djiaate. 
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64UNIVERSITY PLACE NYC 800.544.2501 



Before you buy gear., 
get this catalog! ^ 




Prosound has been 
outfitting music pros for 
over 30 years.We offer ttie 
best prices ond frlendfy , 
ptofcssiorial service 
Call for your FREE catalog today 
to find out wtiy you stiould 
rely on ProSound 

888-2S4-5200 
pssl.com 

□ PRO SOUND 

imJU AND SIACl LICIiriNC 




The Most Respected 
Psychic Service 

PSYCHIC XOpRCE" 

CALL NOW 
66.388 



or visit PsychicSource.com 

jjjj^ MCS042 loi.. o^- K. 




JLX 



You want to get in touch with single girls, 
housewives or maybe a nice student? 
We have got them all for you!! 

Nothing but the best dates! Women from 
your area are waiting for your message. 
Chatting and dating was never so easy, 
you can even stay anonymous if you like. 

Simply TXT "Cm' and your Z5ja2c33 
to and get in touch with girls in 

your neighbourhood immediately. 

[ffS w like to chat with anatber girl in lomi 
m ljl i baiMjhaod, just taml "CRl" and yooi lipcodc a^ain and 
o«r systeaa unli conacct yoa mrith another possible date. 



text chat service 18* , Icmis ol use at www moMesx com You are billed a! 0 ?S 
per received message (+detauH wireless charges) To opt outsend STOP to 46398 



VIBE CLASSIFIEDS 




PSYCHIC 



BEAUTY 



RECIRD REALS 




MOTHER LOVE 

LCK/E ADVISORS 



1-800-234-64241 

as low as $2.79/mln 



Skin Tight 



IRENE HUGHES 

America's Most c-] 
Accurate Psychic '™ 

1-800-435-6250 




ERRGATION 



LIVE PERSONAL PSYCHIC 

Nunwok>gy*Tarot'Astroiogy*Clatrvoyant 
LOOK INTO YOUR FUTURE 

1-800-306-8549 fron, $2.w/min 

^ Mto Hi !Hyclt > Ju.->> j> f ,■ 1.. L vxMm, he 


r©VE psychics! 
1-800-746-1620, 





r 

r Gel a real diploma from an appfoved 
I school FREE BROCHURE | 

I Call toll-free 1 (800) 658-1180 i 

^Pini Out AcMfcoT. Dept. M, Jacfcwavilk. Ft 323}zJ 



LOOKING FOR A 
RECORD DEAL? 

Getting signed is very hard to do. 

But we will get ttie record deal you 

are looking for. 

GUA RANTEED Call now for 

S ERVIC E FREE info 

■ 1-800-499-6395 
Ir I: lIlBfvl www.talent2k.com 
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KennyKingston.com 

KENNY KINGSTON 

^America's Greatest Psychic ffj 

1-800-310-2172 

as low at $2.79/mtn 



4in»rtc*ii pTch«c JUw>ct»ltwi, Inc. 



www.colebrttypsychic.com ^^ji<ir 








Text 'Kiss' 
to 24824 

ijjimjmjmrmcof/. 


HOT ntLK 

mmmmmimsn! 

mum 
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on I'oiir iiiobili^ 



lexttewAYtoSSSZl 




C0WKT1OWU. MliLmr tccEna 

mm% SENB S5.M fen TH€ 2007 PHOTO 
CiULX TO ORDER THOUSiNOS OF OUR 
NBI iOOEli nWTM AW KMMl. wra 
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Use FREE H 
I « -. Code 1334 /' 



RedhotDatellne.com 



/ ^l/. 



Want My 

' ' imber? 

Then Call Me and 
My Friends FREE! 

7i1'2'858'5111 

FREE LIVE CHAT! 

Guys and Gals 
are on RIGHT NOW! 



HNANeiAl 



MONEY 

PROBLEMS? 



I 1-800-591-8072 I 



FREE CALL NOW! 



AUTO 



$6001 Police Impounds 
Cars from $eOOI 
For Ustings a00-3a8-flei3 met V506 



PHOTOS /eiFTS 



CELEBRITY PHOTOS FOR SALEI 
Name favorites. Sen SASE to: 
PHOTOWOfUD - VIBE 
4045 S. Buffalo Dr. Suite A101-112 
Las Vegas, NV 89147 



ENTERIAINMENT 



HOTVEGISGIILSI LIVE 1-01-1 

1-702-216-3500 Only 66 - $1/mln 
1-900-950-0950 ext. 311 $3.50/min. 18+ 



THE CHATLINE 
712-858-5155 
reg. us long dist. 18+ 




FOR'HOtTiIA TIN^ACTIONi 



II LA I IN ML IlUN 
y<HO CONNECTMO^! • 24HR 



FOR 

INFORMATION ON 

HOW TO 
ADVERTISE YOUR 

BUSINESS OR 
PRODUCT IN THE 
NEXT 
ISSUE OF VIBE 
MAGAZINE!! CALL 
212-448-7470 



05.07 



20Q 



1 . Weren't the scathing outros on 50 
Cent's "Funeral Music" and Cam'Ron's 

"Currrrrrtis" better than the rhymes on tlie 
two dis tracks? 

2. If Ray J's sex tape with Kim 
Kardashian helps sell his next albunn, 
how many other artists will "leak" their 
precious moments? 

3. Aren't you hoping next month's 2007 
NBA Finals are better than the NBA 
All-star 2007 game? 

4. Is her steely sexiness the reason we're feeling 
The Closer's (TNT) Gina Ravera? 

5. What are you expecting to learn from Donda 
West's new book, Raising Kanye (Pocket)? 

6. Can you explain why 50 Cent and Olivia's 
2005 hit "Candy Shop" is still a top-selling ring 
tone two years after its release (and why the 
duo's "Best Friend" has been ringing phones 
like crazy for more than a year)? 

7. Even if they never blow up, don't you respect 
the hustle of North Carolina's Little Brother? 

8. Who will have more hits by the end of '07: 
will.i.am or Polow Da Don? 

9. Which highly anticipated and oft-delayed 
mixtape do you think will surface first: the 
third installment of Clipse's We Got It For 
Cheap or Joe Budden's Mood Muzik7 

1 0. Whose bright idea was it to start a Web 
site called niggaspace.com? 

1 1 . Didn't former NBA point guard Tim 
Hardaway tarnish his legacy when he 
said, "I hate gay people," on a sports talk- 
radio show? 

12. Are grills (or is it grillz?) finally on their 
way out now that rappers like Mike 
Jones and Chamillionaire are out and 
about without diamonds in their mouths? 

13. Isn't HBO's Entourage one of the 
best shows on TV right now? 

14. Are you as surprised as we are 
that Lumidee, neariy the ultimate 
one-hit wonder with 2003's "Never 
Leave You (Uh Oooh, Uh Oooh)," is 
back on the scene with her new 
album, Unexpected (TVT)? 

1 5. Isn't Mercedes' new, ultraluxe 
Ocean Drive concept stepping on 
the toes of their premium Maybach brand? 

16. Can you believe it's been 30 years 
since the premiere of Alex Haley's 
Roofs miniseries? 

17. Are we ever going to hear another 
Mase album? 

18. Any chance Dallas Mavericks owner 
Mark Cuban owns the new T-Mobile 
Sidekick 3 designed by Miami Heat's 
Dwyane Wade? 

19. Did Swizz Beatz really just resurrect 
Bone Thugs-N-Harmony's career? 

20. How soon can we expect this year's 
summer anthem to hit radio? 
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YARIS UFTBACK STARTING AT $11,150. YARIS SEDAN S $13,525. SHINY. NEW AND READY TO GO. TOYOTA.COM TOYOTA 

*MSRP excludes Mhnry. processing and handliig fee. Exdudes taxes, license, title and other avariable or regional equipment Dealar pnce may vary. O 2007 Toyota Motor Sates. U.S A. Inc. mOViDgfOrWSrd 
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COLLECT-IO 





FINALLY, MAKEUP MADE TO MATCH YOU 



'BECAUSE EVERY WOMAN IS A Ql 




Ebo(%- 



Introducing a beautiful new makeup from CoverGir 
match up to 97% of skin Iq^s - from Rich Sand to True 
that smoothes and enhances your skin. A new experien 
yoiuwiti ahftQ^utely^love, guaranteed, or your mon> 

Melida's sj)«(^: Rich Sand. Nicola's: Spicy Brown, and Queen Lafifal 



EN" 

shades that 
plus a formula 
in makeup 
ick. 




Rnd your new triM shade O covergirixom/queerTlK 
caH 1-800-4COVER4 for store locations and for more tnformati 



NEW YORK ■ CHICAGO • LOS ANGELES • ATLANTA • WASHINGTON. DC • BALTIMORE ■ PHILADELPHIA • DETROIT • HOUSTON ■ DALLAS • MMMI 
RALEIGH-DURHAM - MEMPHIS ■ NORFOLK - CLEVELAND - NEW ORLEANS - ST LOUIS - SACRAMENTO 





